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PREFACE. 



TF I describe the present volume as princi- - 
pally designed to illustrate and to enforce 
Christian morality ; the same design, I may 
hope, will have been rendered manifest 
throughout th? two volumes already before 
the public, by a continual application of 
doctrine to conduct, and by the discussion 
in separate discourses of various individual ' 
duties, and of various individual sins. There 
are reasons, however, - which have reconi- 
mended the prosecution of that purpose in 
the pres'ent form. ^' , 

Of late years it Has been loudly asserted, 
that, among clergymen who have shewed . 
themselves very earnest in doctrinal points, 
adequate regard has . not be?n evinced t6'\ 
moral instructiofi. The charge has, perhaps, 
been urged with the greatest vehemerice by ' 
persons, who have employed Uttle trouble in 
ejtamining into its truth. In many cases it 
has been groundless ; in many, exaggerated. 
\n some instances there has been reason, 

A 4 I fear 
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I fear, for a degree of complaint; and lii 
more, a colourable pretext for the imputa- 
tion. I believe that some preachers, shocked 
on beholding examples, real or supposed, of 
congregations starving on mere morality sub- 
stituted for the bread of life 3 eager to lay 
broad and deep the foundations of the gos- 
pel,; and. ultimately apprehensive lest their 
QWH hearers should suspect them of reverting 
towards legality ; hfive not given to morals, 
ajs fruits of Faith, the station and the ampli- 
tude to which they have a scriptural claim. 
Anxious lest others should mistake, or lest 
they should themselves be deemed to mistake, 
the branch for the root : not satisfied with 
proclaiming to the branch, as they were 
bound habitually to procl^m, Thou bearest 
n^t the root, but the . root thee : they have 
shrunk from the needful office of tracing the 
ramifications. They have not left morality 
out of their discourses. But they have kept 
it too much in the background. They have 
nJ3ticed it shortly, generally, incidentally : 
in a manner which, while perhaps they were 
eminent as private patterns of moral duties^ 
might not sufficiently guard an unwary hearer 
iigainst a reduced estimate of practical holiness, 
nor exempt themselves from the suspicion of 
undewaluing moral obedience. We are conti- 
nually 
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nually flying each from the other into oppo- 
site errors. It might be well for some of us 
to be more distinctly aware that to preach 
Christian Morality, to preach it in detail, t<y 
take from time to time a specific moral duty 
for the avowed subject of a sermon, to pursue 
the duty through its subdivisions, to point^ 
out its bearings on the transactions of com- 
mon life, (be it observed that I speak of mo- 
rality rendered christian by being unequivo- 
cally built on faith in Christ,) is not only not 
to be Icgaly but is to strengthen by practical 
application the impression of doctrinal truth, 
and to supply to. the humble follower of our 
Lord aid highly important both as to the 
perception and the discharge of his daily ob- 
ligations. There arc others among us to 
whom it might be profitable if they were led 
clearly to discern, that to preach justification 
by faith, by faith only, without the deeds of 
the Law, (without the deeds either of tlic 
ceremonial or of the moral law contributing 
an atom towards the purchase of our justi- 
fication, the free gift of God through the 
blood of His Son,) is not only to preach 
with the apostles and with the articles of our 
church, is not only not to make void the law^ 
but is to establish the law {a). 

{a) Rom. lii. Ji. ~ 

The 
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The mode of preaching which, in uniting 
and incoq)orating doctrinal with practical in- 
struction, at one time discourses specifically 
dn a doctrine, developes it, eftablishes it, 
applies it to the advancement of holiness^ : at 
another, leads sound doctrine and corre- 
sponding practice hand in hand from the 
commencement to the close: at another, 
selects a christian or ah unchristian disposi- 
tion, a moral or an immoral practice, as the 
prominent subject, yet anxiously and mani- 
festly fixes on the Great Corner-stone every 
part of the superstructure : this I conceive to 
be the mode, by which a Christian minister 
may hope the most efficaciously to declare alt 
tite counsel of God {b). 

(J j Actsj XX. ^7, 
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I Cor, iii. ii. 

Other Foundation can no maif lay than thfff. i^ 
laid^ which is yesus Christ. * • 

■ I 

TITE arc accustomed to hear Moralijly 
mentioned as a subject distinct from 
Religion. This seoaration iji commoij lan- 
guage is not surprising ; ,^s we daily see many 
actions, literally consistent with moral pre- 
cepts, performed from motives, in which re- 
ligion has no part. The habit, however, qf 
regarding morality as disjoined from religion 
is not only erroneous, but highly pernicious. 
Religion, constituting the sum of human du- 
ty, consists of two branches, piety and mo- 
rality. Piety comprises the dispositions and 
actions of which God is the immediate object; 

B morality. 
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2 Our Lord Jesus Christ 

^ m 

morality, those of which other beings are im- 
mediately the objects. Thus adoration is an 
act of piety : compassion to a man or to a 
brute and self-government, are acts of mo- 
rality. 

As there are various dispositions whicn may 
be exercised either towards God or towards 
man ; there are proceedings which at one 
time are to be ranked under piety, at another 
under morality- Thus love to God is an 
act of piety ; love to men for his sake, of 
morality. 

Sometimes a moral duty, the breach of 
which involves peculiar guilt, popularly takes 
the appellation of piety. Thus love to pa- 
rents has been denominated filial piety. But 
the nature of an action \i not altered by ah 

accidental change of term. 

In every reispect, and from first to last, 
cur Lord Jesus Christ is the corner-stone 
of our salvation. From him arises the be- 
ginning of religion, repentance. Him bath 
God exalted to be a prince and a Saviour to 
give repentance (ajy no less than forgive-- 
ness of sins. From him proceeds faith : be is 
the author and finisher of it (b). From him 
is derived our reconciliation with God: 
Tbrotfgh him ive have ^ccess to the Father. 

(a) Acts, V. 31. {h) Hcb. xll. 2. 

Being 
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i by faithy we have peace with 

our Lord Jesus Christ. We were 

by the precious blood of Christ-, and 

d cleanseth us from all sin (c). In the 

.prehensive language of the Scriptures, he 

i s 7nade unto us wisdom^ and righteousness^ and 

sanctifcation^ and redemption (d) . 

It is to our Redeemer, viewed as the foun- 
dation of Christian morality, that our atten- 
tion is now to be specially directed. Other 
fotmdation can no man lay^ consistently with 
the revealed will of God ; consistently with 
any rational hope of erecting a capacious and 
lasting superstructure. The world lays its 
own foundations of morality. It builds upon 
expediency, or upon honour, or upon custom* 
The foundation and the morality built upon 
it are suited each to the other. The one is 
sand\ the other, woody hay^ and stubble. The 
building may look fair at a distance. It may 
.seem in the season of tranquillity and sun- 
shine to stand firm. But when the fire of 
temptation shall try every maris work of what 
sort it isy it shall not abide : when the rains 
jshall descend, and the floods come^ and the 
winds blow, and beat upon that house, it 
shall fall, and great shall be the fell of it. Not 

(r) E{>h. ir. 1 8. Rom. y* ^. x Pet. i. 1 8, xp. I Jolm, i. 7, 
\^J[) 1 Cor. 1. 30. 
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4 • Our Lord Jesus Christ 

thus ^hall it be with the morality of the ser- 
vant of Christ. He builds on the corner- 
stone which God himself has laid ; and builds 
upon it gold, silver^ precious stonts. His work 
shall be revealed by fire : by sustaining th6 
flames, its excellency shall be manifested. 
When the rains descend, and the floeds come, 
and the winds blow, and beat upon that 
house, it falls not \ for it is founded upon a 
rock. 

In various respects our Lord Jesus Christ 
may be contemplated as the foundation of 
Christian morality. 

In the first place, our Saviour has fiiUy 
communicated and interpreted the moral law 
of God. 

The moral law of God, is that law under 
which the human race, as subject to his mo- 
ral government, is placed. It includes not 
only faith and love, and all other holy dispo- 
sitions and actions, of which God is the m- 
mediate object ; but those duties also, which 
for his sake are to be performed towards men, 
and are usually comprised under the name of 
morality. Being in its nature necessarily cor- 
respondent to his own inherent perfections 
of holiness, justice and benevolence ;, it is, 
like them, in its substaiye unchangeable. To 
different persons, however, 4t the same time, 

or 
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or to the same persons at different periods, it 
may be made known, according to his good 
pleasure, in different degrees. To the Jews, 
and through them to many other nations, it 
has been largely disclosed by the hand of Mo • 
ses, and of the other inspired writers of the 
Old Testament. Among the Gentiles God 
never has left it without witness. They, 
which have not the law^ do, by the light of na^ 
turey more or less of the things contained in the 
law 5 and shew the work of the law written in 
their hearts^ their conscience also bearing wit-- 
ness (e). But it is by Him who came into 
the world to be the light of the world, that 
new ajid complete lustre was poured upon 
the moral law. That which was originally, 
permitted to be less distinct in it, he made 
clear. That which had been corrupted by 
traditions and commandments of men, he pu- 
rified by explanations, by comparisons, by 
parables, he illustrated the bearing and opera- 
tion of moral rules on the daily proceedings 
of common life ; and by shewing the appli^ 
cation of the precepts to a variety of cases, 
pointed out the method of applying them to 
all. Having come upon earth, that he might 
redeem mfrpmall iniquity ^ and purify unto him-- 
self a pecufiar people zealous of good nx^orks : 

{e) Rotm.il. 14, 15. 

B 3 ^knowing 
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knowing that in himself dwflt all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily 3 that in himself were bid all 
the treasures ofivisdom and knowledge ; that, as 
the final messenger of his heavenly Father, he 
was to establish a dispensation which should 
endure to the end of time ; he did not leave 
the execution of his purpose incomplete. He 
folly instructed men in every particular of 
their duty. Pressing upon them the in- 
separable connection between faith and obe- 
dience, between reverence of God, and right 
conduct towards man : he taught them to love 
the Lord their God with all the hearty and their 
neighbour as themselves ; to live soberly^ rights 
eousfyy and godly in this present world*, to cleanse 
themselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit^ 
and to perfect holiness in the fear of God. 

Secondly, Christ is the propitiation for 
breaches of morality. 

For the violation of any moral duty the 
curse of G od is denounced. Cursed be he that 
setteth light by his father or mother. Cursed be he 
that removeth bis neighbour's landmark. Cursed 
be he that maketh the blind to wander out of the 
^ay. Cursed be he that perverteth the judgement 
of the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow. 
Cursed be he that smiteth his neighbour secretly. 
Cursedis every one that continueth not inall things, 
>Rsequently in all moral duties, no les3 

than 
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than in all other things, which are written in 
the book of the law to do them (f). The neglect 
and the transgression of the duties of morality 
have formed, in every age, a large portion of 
the mass of huilian guilt. When Christ, 
therefore, came to redeem us from the curse of 
the law, by being \iimst\i made a curse for us (g)^ 
it was in part to deliver us from the penal con- 
sequences which we had brought upon our- 
selves by disobedience in points of moral duty. 
It was in part tp atone for our breaches of 
moral duty that he laid aside the form of God, 
and took upon liim the firm of a servant y and 
was made in the likeness of man, and became obe^ 
dient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
In eveiy stage of his humiliation, in every 
pang of his suffering, our breach of moral 
duty h^d its share. What a lesson has he 
thus delivered to us of the importance of mo- 
ral obedience ! What a sanction has he added 
to the oligation of moral duty ! Behold in 
his humiliation and death for the immoral 
actions of men, a new testimony that he is 
the corner-stone of morality ! 

Thirdly, it is conformably to the example 
of Christ, that obedience to th^ precepts^ of 
morality is in every point to be rendered to 
God, 

if) I?«^^' 3^*» *^> *^* ^^' *"• ^^' (jt) Gal. iiit 13* « 

B4 in 



8 Our Lord Jesui Christ 

In all things he has left us nn txamph 
that we should follow bis steps. He was holy y 
harmless^ undefiled^ separate from sinners. In 
his childhood he was willingly subject to 
Mary his mother, and her husband Joseph. 
Throughout his life, his uniform employment 
was doing good. Not desiring that any should 
mihistei? iinto him, he was constantly minis- 
teriiig uritb others. Not pleasing himself not 
criiy unacquainted with self-indulgence, but 
cbfatihually making sacrifices of heedful re- 
p^Se J he laboured in painfiilness and weari- 
rites for the tetapofal and the Spiritual benefit 
of men. It was hi's meat ^and drink to do the 
>^11 of his heavenly Father. He^did no sin ; 
neither *was guile found in his mouth. He spaKe 
tke truth, and bore witness to the truth, 'at the 
expence of his life. To the perverste^ igrio- 
rance, unbelief, ^nd prejudices of his disciptes 
hfe shewed the most tender forbearance ; to 
liifeir desertion aftd denial of him the moSt 
cfndcaring forgiveness. Jfljen he was revikd^ 
he rtvihd not again ; when he safer ed he 
threatened not^ but committed hitnself to Him 
who judgetb ri^teouj^. He 'was as a lamb led 
to i^e Jlatigbier ^ and as a sheep before her 
shtdhrs is dnmby so he opened not his mouth, m 
complaint, but prayed for those who were 
n^liflg hira to the cross. He kisisted not oh 
his rightful privileges s but, that he might 

. Jiot 
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not give offence, discharged by a miracle the 
tribute which he was not bound to pay. On 
the inhospitable Samaritans he permitted not 
the infliction of punishment. To his malig- 
nant countrymen at Nazareth he renewed 
his labour of love, at a second risk of being 
thrown headlong from their precipice. In 
every other part of his conduct, as in the 
instances which have been specified, our Lord 
proved himself by his own practice, a prac- 
tice which every oiie of his- followers is 
pledged to imitate, to be the comer-stone of 
morality. 

In thefYourth place, scriptural obedience to 
moral precepts can be attained only through 
the grace which^Christ supplies. 

Without Me — these were his own words to 
his favoured disciples — without Me ye can d§ 
nothing. I am the vine, ye are the branches. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself except it 
abide in the vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide 
in me. The heart of man, naturally selfish, 
proud, envious, prone to passion^ tflgsensuality, 
to every evil work, cannot perform an act of 
hdaness, but through the Holy Spirit which 
is the gift of Christ. Even with respect to 
the attainment of faith, no man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Hoh^^Qbost (%)., 

(h) I Cor. xii- 3. 

How 
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Hosts (i) ? Too well may this description be 
applied to the most excellent of human ac- 
tions ! Some positive merit, some adventi* 
tious righteousness, some sufficient propitia* 
tion, some adequate intercession, must be in- 
terposed on their behalf, ere they can be 
meet tQ be presented before Him, who is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity ; ere they 
can be rescued from the sentence of His vm- 
changing law, which can tolerate no imper- 
fection. In Jesus Christ, and in him alone^ 
they find that ransom of which they stand in 
need. For his sake, the infirmities of his 
servants are overlooked ; the defects of their 
faithful efforts to keep his commandments 
are pardoned. For his sake their obedience 
is accepted of God, and recompensed, through 
grace wholly unmerited, as though it had 
been, so far as it had proceeded, a, fulfilment 
of the law. 

There must yet be brought forward an- 
other consideration, which places our Lord 
before us as the foundation of morality. It 
is to please him, or in other equivalent words^ 
to pl6ase God through him, that our views in 
the discharge of moral duties are always to 
be directed. 
^ The word of God speaketb ebcpressly^ that 

(1} Malac2ii| i. 8. 
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cU men should honour the Son, even as they hm^ 
cur the Father^ To live unto him who died for 
tcSy and to do all for the glory of God, that God 
may in all things be glorified through Jesus 
Christy are commands of the same import. 
They are commands from whose scope and 
jurisdiction no action of man is exempt. 
Whatever participates of the nature of mo- 
rality, 'le it inward disposition or outward 
conduct, be it thought, or word, or deed, is 
completely subject to their controul. To 
render an action morally acceptable through 
our Redeemer to God, is it sufficient that thg 
action accord with the literal tenor of the 
precept ? To affirm this proposition would 
be to affirm, that the service of formality 
ranks on a level with the offisring of the 
heart. It would be to affirm, that the con- 
strained submission of fear is equally pleasing 
in the eyes of our Creator with the zealous 
gratitude of love. It would be to affirm, that, 
if you are honest through policy, it is the 
same as though you were upright through 
principle. It would be to affirm, that when 
you are temperate through considerations of 
healtli, it is the same as when you keep your 
appetites imder subjection to the dictates of 
conscience. It would be to affirm, that mo-* 
ti^es are nothing; that whethei' an action, 

verbally 
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verbally consistent with a scriptural injunc- 
tion, be the result of selfishness or of self-de- 
nial ; of spiritual mindedness or of pride ; 
whether it be , done for the honour of God 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, or in conformity 
to the suggestions of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil; there is no moral difference in the 
conduct of the agent, nor any difference as to 
the manner in which the deed will be appre- 
ciated at the great day of account and retribu- 
tion. To expose such a doctrine, it is not 
necefTary to refer to the scriptures. In a 
c^se so plain, why even of ourselves judge we 
not what is right? No action whatever, 
though fulfilling the widest extent of the let- 
ter of a divine commandment, partakes of 
Christian morality, is included within the li- 
' mits of scriptural goodness^ is irt any degree . 
-authorised to hope through the merits oif 
Ohrist for acceptance with God, except so faJ* 
. as the obedience to the divine commandment 
has ultimately proceeded from a desire to 
please our God and Saviour. No other obe- 
dience is obedience to the Father and the Son. 
And on what grounds shall man contend 
that obedience, not rendered to Them, shall 
be accepted and rewarded by Them ? 

In every respect then, and from first to last, 
our Lord Jesus Christ is the corner-stone oi 

morality. 
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morality. Other foundation can no man lay. If* 
this momentous truth be established, to the 
conviction of our underftandings, be it our 
care to have it fixed in our hearts j be it our 
care to build our morality on that fotmdation, 
which has been laid by the hand of Godj and 
to build upon it that morality, which our Lord 
himself has taught. The morality of our Lord 
ts not of the worlds therefore the world hat eth it \ 
dislikes its purity, complains of its strictness, 
puts aside some of its precepts, and labours. 
to curtail, and pare down, and circumscribe 
the rest. Let us look not to the world, not 
to the maxims of the wisest of the human 
race, but to a higher and purer source, for 
the knowledge of our duties ; even to Christ 
the infallible revealer of the will of his Fa- 
ther, the author and finisher of the law of 
Christian morality • Come ye^ and let us walk 
fn the light of the Lord, who came to be the 
light of the world. The moral precepts of 
Scripture are of the number of those com- 
mandments, for the transgression of which 
he died to atone. They are of the number 
of those concerning which we have his re* 
corded declaration : - Whosoever shall break one 
$f the least of these commandments^ and shall 
teach men so, he shall he called least in theking^ 
dom of heaven. But whosoever shall do anfl 

Uacif 
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teach tbem^ the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven (k). They are of the 
number of those commandments, with a re- 
ference to which his apostle pronoimces, that 
neither fornicators^ nor adulterers^ nor thieves^ 
nor covetouSj nor drunkards^ nor revilers, nor 
extortioners^ nor they who are guilty of 
hatred^ or of variance^ or of emulations^ or 
of wrathy or of strife^ or of sedition^ or of 
envyingy or of murder ^ or of revelling^ shall 
inherit the kingdom of God (I). Let no 
man deceive you with vain wordsy intimating 
that you may persist in any of these sins and 
be saved. Vain and deceitful words! Wretched 
the man who is beguiled by them ! For be-^ 
cause of these things cometh the wrath of God 
upon the children of disobedience (m). Whoso- 
ever obstinately perseveres in the violation of 
any moral duty, remains under the curse of 
the broken law. He shall not see life : the 
"wrath of God abideth on him (n). If it is 
with sincerity that we profess to be the fol- 
lowers of Christ, let us take his example for 
our pattern. If we would reach the kingdom 
to which he directed his course, let us walk 
in the path which he has traced for us. If 

(i) Matt. V. 19. J(f) I Cor, v. 9, 10. Gal. 19—21. 
(m j EpK. V. 6. Col. ill. 6. (») Gal. iti. xo. 

John, iii. 36* 

Q we 
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we hope to be made like bim (a) in that world 
of glory i let us seek to attain to some feint 
resemblance of his moral perfections, while 
we are in i the body. But in striving for th? 
acquisition of Christian morality, let us pur- 
sue it in the Christian way. Let us re- 
member that it is God ivho worketh in us both 
to will and to do : that we are not sujicient of' 
curselves to think^ much less to do, any thing as 
cf ourselves y but our sufficiency is of God : that 
it is the grace of Christ which isy and must be, 
iujicientfor us^ the graca of the Holy Spirit, 
the Spirit of Christy which our Lord l^stows. 
Do we stand in need of warnings to admonish 
us from time to time, that it is only through 
the grace of Christ that genuine morality 
can be attained ? Let us turn our eyes to 
those men, wKo are attempting to attain 
it by their own strength. Behold them for a 
season apparently successful. Witness their 
self-complacency. Hear their vauntings, aiad 
the vauntings oiF their admirers I But wifth^- 
draw not your attention from' them. Sit 
them at once overcome by the passion or the 
appetite, which they believed themselves to 
have mastered. See tfiem astonished at their 
own defeat, and passively declining any fu- 
ture contest. Or "behold them roused by 

(o) I John> ill. 2. 
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wounded pride, and renewing with vehe- 
mence their exertions for victory. See them 
again confident of success ; again foiled ; ral- 
^lying anew; vanquished still more shamefully. 
Give them the highest praise to which, un- 
der the most favourable circumstances, they 
are entitled 5 and what is its amount ? They 
struggle against common temptations, and 
when brought to a more than ordinary trial, 
^re overcome. Or they resist sins of some 
particular class, sins perhaps to which they 
are by natural constitution the least inclined ; 
and indulge in other more, attractive gratifi- 
cations. Or they guard the outward conduct 
with little of inward regulation of the tem- 
pers and dispositions. WoiiLd you survey 
morality that is enlarged, consistent, humble, 
devout? Look for it in him whose sole de- 
pendence is on the grace of his Redeemer. 
That man's morality will be humble; and 
no other morality is Christian. That man 
will feel, and will cortfess how vely far his 
jfloral attainments fall below the standard 
of his duty ; how defective they are in them- 
selves ; how closely accompanied by trans- 
gressions and omissions in every branch of mo- 
ral obedience ; hpw unworthy of the divine 
acceptance, but through the mediation of a 

c Saviour. 
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Saviour. Such be your feelings, your cori* 
dial confessions ! And finally, let your obo^ 
dience be rendered to Christ. Be moral for 
his sake : be moral for the special purpose of 
pleasing God through him. If your mora* 
lity be without that main purpose, hopa 
not for its acceptance. If you do your 
alms that you may have glory of men, you 
may obtain that glory. And in that glory 
you have your reward; the reward your 
ostentation sought; the only reward which, 
you shall receive : you have no reward from 
your Father nvho is in heaven. If you arc 
honest for the sake of your worldly advance • 
ment, you may gain advancement; and in 
that advancement you have the reward which 
you pursued, the only reward which integrity 
such as yours shall possess. If your leading 
motive for cultivating amiable tempers, and 
manifesting kindness in domestic life, is that 
you may render your relatives and connec-* 
tions attached to you, you may win their at- 
tachment ; and in that attachment you have 
your reward, you have the remuneration 
which you desired, the only rccompence 
which you will receive. Tou have no rewara 
§f your Father which is in heaven. How 
different is the recompense af the sei-vant of 

Christ I 
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Christ! Not the slightest act of self-denial, 
hot the lowest deed of justice, not the gift 
of a cup of cold water ; not the humblest 
manifestation, in whatever form, of moral 
rectitude, for the sake of the Lord Jesu$^ shall 
lose its rewards 
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SERMON II. 

On the Evils resulting from False Prin- 
ciples of Morality. 



Isaiah, viii, 20, 

To the Law and to the Testimony ! If they 
speak not according to this Word^ it is because 
there is no Light in them. 

TT happens almost of necessity, and under 
some points of view the circumstance 
must be deemed a misfortune, that erroneous 
principles which prevail in morals lead, in 
various instances, to the same conclusions 
which flow from principles that are sound. 
The wisdom of God has so closely connected 
and bound up the observance of moral duties 
with the welfare and the peace of society, 
that any principle which, in its immediate 
consequences, should be generally subversive 
of the rules of integrity, justice, and kind* 

ness ; 
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ncss; nay, which should not apparently 
display a favourable countenance to some 
branches of moral rectitude, would not 
attain extensive and lasting influence in z 
country moderately enlightened. The true 
conclusions inferred from false principles 
Will be intimately blended with imper- 
fections and mistakes. The coin will be 
debased by a large portion of alloy : but it 
will preserve a sufficient semblance of the 
precious metal to become current among 
thie careless, and to acquire some credit with 
all except accurate Observers. In prdportion 
as these conclusions are consistent with any 
of the moral precepts of Scripture^j they wirt 
the apparent sanction of the word of God 
for the principle from, which they are 
derived. Whenever they deviate from" the 
scriptural rule, it \% always on the side of 
relaxation. Hence again, the principle 
advances in the estimation of the world; 
' Here,'* men exclaim, ^* is a sober and 
^ rational criterion of moral conduct. Here 
* is morality, useful, but not puiitanical j 
' correct, but not rigid : securing the inte- 
' rests of society, but not pushing matters 
' to extremes : upholding the rule in ordi* 
nary, cases, but liberally conceding every 
[^ needful exception; and regarding with 
. c 3 ^' ^c 
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?f di;5; ,?enity the erring agent who, vndcr 
f^ the influence of temptation, adopts the 
^* exception when it might have been more 
f ' prudent to have observed the rule." 
^ Jn an ^arly part of the preceding discourse 
J Jiad occasion briefly to^llude to the three 
^oneous principles of morality, which, in 
the present day, are prevalent among qur- 
fplv^, .ej^pediency, honour, and custom. 
Several of their effects may deserve distinct 
Qp^i^^ration. But some few words must 
previously be employed in remarks on the 
principles th^selves, :* 
y,, Expediency, borrowed from the storehouse 
qf sceptical philosophy, and placed, by its 
Vif^s^st defenders, as nearly as might be done, 
c«i a Ci^istian foundation, pronounces that 
Qfl action is right or wrong aCcprdingly as 
i^ tends to promote q{ to diminish general 
Ij^ppiness, Whatever is expedient is right, 
Ev^y morgl precept iisi subject to exceptions. 
And of the expediency of regarding or disre* 
garding the precept every man is in every 
case to judge fof himself. 

Honour, as a. principle of action, refers 
to the estimation of the class of society in 
■yvhich the individual moves, and especially 
to the sentiments of the higher ranks, whose 
opinions will ever be of th? most ,prepon^ 

derating 
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derating influence. Its concern respecting 
moral actions is limited to such as are use- 
ful in fashionable intercourse : and is parti*^ 
cularly bestowed on those which have some- 
what of splendor, commonly of false splcn* 
dor, in their exterior appearance. 

Custom is the general guide of thos* 
persons who give little thought to the inves- 
tigation of principles, and take their morsQ 
opinions upon trust from others. 

On the claim of each or of all of thes^ 
standards of right and wrong to determii# 
the judgement and direct the conduct, it is 
sufficient to say, that no one of them is th* 
scriptural standard. Th?y all depart from 
the ktw and the testimony. They speak not 
according to this word: therefore there is n§ 
light in them. 

Let us now advert to their effects. 

» 

I. One effect will be this : the morality 

produced will be uncertain and variable. 

What consistency, what stability, can be 
expected in the morals, which arc deduced 
from expediency ? Wise men, be it admitted, 
sitting tranquil in their closets, and coolly 
viewing life and its temptations at a distance, 
may logically derive from the principle of 
expediency many moral rules analogous 16 

c 4 injunctions 
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injunctions of Holy Writ. But when these 
wise men are brought forward into the 
tumult of business ; when they are not to 
speculate, but to feel ; when they are to 
/decide, not for others, but for themselves : 
will they always retain their views of expe- 
diency unaltered? Will they always prefer 
their former conclusions to their present 
Impressions? And what will be the case 
with the multitude which is less wise ? 
Every man is distinctly informed that, with 
"^pect to every moral precept, and on eveiy 
occasion of applying iti he is to judge for 
himself whether expediency will be most 
promoted by obeying or by disregarding it. 
Losing sight, and he must widely differ from 
the great mass of the followers of expediency 
if he will not practically lose sight, of ulti- 
mate tendencies to general happiness in pre- 
sent tendencies to his own private interest or 
personal indulgence ^ judging, under the 
immediate influence of wishes or of fears; 
deciding in the very moment of temptation : 
is this the man whose morality shall be con- 
sistent? His .accommodating principle of 
morals will continually bend or be bent to 
circumstances. What he desires will recom-. 
mend itself as expedient. What he dislikes 
will wear the aspect of tendencies ultimately 

unfavour- 
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unfavourable to general happiness. His 
moral proceedings will resemble the wander- 
ings of a ship without ballast, driven by the 
wind and tossed. 

What steadiness is to be expected in morals 
which depend on human estimation ? How 
changeable is popular opinion, not merely oa 
light occurrences of the day, but on political 
subjects and other grave topics, to which 
much reflection had been devoted! A kin- 
dred fluctuation will be manifest, and from 
history and experience it is manifest, in moral 
sentiments. Among persons who look to 
kuman estimation, to the tone of opinion 
prevalent in the higher circles, as a moral 
guide, there will be fashions in morals. At 
one time one moral virtue will, advance a 
step in repute. Then it will lose ground ; 
and another, favoured by the tide bf circum- 
stances, will take th? lead. To these cause* 
of unsteadiness in the morality built upon 
honour the following consideration is to be 
subjoined. This morality lives upon cha- 
racter. In proportion as it is ufithdrawn 
from public observation, it languishes. In 
proportion as men, who act on the principle 
of honour, foresee a probability that their 
conduct in a particular instance will not. 
become known in those ranks of seciety, f^ 

whosQ 
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whose countenance they are soIiGitovis, the 
hold which their principle has upon them 
is weakened. According to the vicissi- 
tudes of such probabilities their morality 
will vary. 

What solidity can we anticipate in mora- 
lity resting tipbn custom ? As little as in 
custom itself. In men whose moral opi- 
nions borrow their hue from the <?omplexion 
of those which prevailin the neighbourhood ; 
consistency in moral reasoning, when upon 
3^)ecial occasions they ar6 roused to a little 
reasoning on topics of this description, is 
not to be found. The subject is new to 
them. It possesses no attraction in their 
eyes. A more intelligent and more welcome 
guide is at band. " I do not- wish to perplex 
*• myself with metaphysics. I shall indulge 
•• no absurd scruples. I do not profess to be 
^* better than others. I am not ashamed of 
"keeping to the road in which the re- 
** spectable people around me are walking." 
Such, when interpreted into words, are the 
thoughts of the followers of custom. How 
can their morality, sustained by no know- 
ledge. Invigorated by no habits of investiga- 
tion, wandering with the wanderings of the 
crowd, be other than inconstant and un- 
ciitain ? . , 

From 
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From a survey of the variable morality 
produced by these false principles of morals, 
these blind guides leading the blind \n per- 
petual aberrations, turn to the morality oi 

the Scriptures. Behold it firm, consistent, 
immutable : not committing its precepts to 
the jurisdiction of man, and investing him 
with a dispensing power to suspend or to 
abrogate them at his discretion; but com«>» 
manding him universally to be faithful in 
obeying them, and to leave consequences 
with God : not subjecting its mandates and 
prohibitions to the sanction of human «ti^ 
mation, nor to the controul of human prac- 
tice ; bulircquiring the implicit observance of 
them all, as being all stamped with the same 
seal of authority which the Decalogue bears 
on its fi'ont — God spake all these words / 

II. Another effect of the erroneous prin- 
ciples under examination is, that the mora- 
lity produced is low in degree. 

How can elevated morality result from 
expediency ? The most powerful allureihent 
which that principle possesses, is its accom- 
modating nature. The favourite service on 
which it is employed is to Jposen the bands 
of rigid precepts ; to obtain room for incli- 
nalabn to pursue its purpose without moles- 
tation 



a 8 On the Evils resulting from 

tation to conscience- Look to history, an- 
cient and modern, and mark what is the de- 
fence alleged. for any enormity at which you 
revolt. Is it not almost in every case expe- 
diency ? Contemplate private , life ; lay your 
finger on evil practices -, enquire what can be 
alleged in vindication of their continuance. 
In almost every case the answer will be ex-^ 
pediency. It is expediency which is the re- 
gular defence for every proceeding, for which 
no other defence can be devised. Of what 
nature will be the morals, of which such a 
principle is the source ? 

How can pure morality result from \\» ' 
principle of honour ? Honour loq)^ not to 
God. To look to God is the characteristic 
pf conscience. Honour looks to men; and 
to men circumscribed within a particular 
sphere. To the estimation of men within 
that sphere, it limits its moral views, and its 
moral conduct. To a man who moves with- 
in that sphere it pays an illegal gaming-debt j 
to a famished artisan, without the circum- 
ference, it permits the refusal of the due re- 
compense of labour. Moral qualitios useful 
in smoothing the intercourse and mutual 
transactions of the inhabitants of that sphere, 
it approves in the abstract ; requires them to 
the degree in which they are thus usefuJi i? 

IQ loud 
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loud in its praises of them when carried to 
that degree: beyond that degree concerns 
not itself with them. Immoralities not im- 
mediately affecting that intercourse it regards 
with indifference. Neither gluttony, nor 
drunkenness, nor passion, nor impurity, de- 
grades the man of honour from his right to 
the appellation. Humility is branded as 
meanness of spirit ; placability as cowardice. 
Where the law of God proclaims, ^bw shalt 
do no murder ; honour commands the dueL 

« 

With the folly which belongs to an unchris- 
tian principle, it pronounces this sin a coun- 
terpoise to past transgression. Have we not 
examined ample specimens of the wretched 
morality of honour ? 

Are we to expect high morality to be the 
offspring of custom ? What is custom ? The 
practice of a corrupt world. On what is it 
founded? On selfishness: on selfishness 
studying to gratify the pride, or to indulge 
the sensuality, or to push the interest, of 
the moment. What are the natural conse- 
quences ? Deviations from the incommodious 
strictness of general precepts ; and the estab- 
lishment of maxims giving their sanction to 
relaxation in conduct. 

From the view of the debased morality ori- 
ginating in false principles, direct your eyes 

agaig 
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again to the word of God. Behold the vAo^ 
rality which it teaches, worthy of Him, suited 
to man ! Behold it manifesting itself by its 
boltness to be a transcript of the holiness of 
God ! Behold it as a branch of that godli-* 
mrsSy which tas the promise of the life that now 
is J as veil as oftbat wbicb is to come {a^ : be- 
hold it conducing to the happiness of men, 
present no less than future : to their future 
Iiappiness, as one of the qualifications by 
which, under their Redeemer s grace, they are 
to be made meet to be partakers of the inberi'^ 
tance oftbe saints in light {b) j to their present 
happiness, as proscribing every passion, every 
disposition, every action, which disturbs the 
harmony of the world, and enjoining univer-* 
sal love between all the individuals of the 
human race. Behold it not partially confin- 
ing its benefits to select classes of society j 
but with outspread arms showering them 
down upon alL Behold it displaying from 
age to age its hallowed truths, uncorrupt, 
unsullied, as the source from which it flows* 
Behold it exemplified in the fulness of per- 
fection, by Him who is the corner-stone of 
Christian morality ; by the incarnate Son of 
God } even by Him who was God manifest 
in the fesb. 

(•) I Tim* !?• B. (*) CoL i% li. 

III. The 



false Pfinciples of Morality. 3 r 

HI. The mischief produced by false prin- 
ciples of morality will be beyond measure 
extensive. 

It is on moral dispositions and moral con- 
duct that these principles operate. And it is 
in the government of moral dispositions, and 
in the exercise of them in moral actions, that 
much of the employment of life consists- 
When is the hour of business, when is the 
hour of leisure, in which moral principle is 
not required to be in operation ? If that 
principle be false ; to what an extent is its 
influence felt ! If the fountain be poisoned, 
the streams are corrupted; and they arc 
streams whose subdivisions overspread the 
country, and carry their waters to every cor- 
ner of the land. Consider also the native 
proneness of the mind of man to embrace 
principles, which render the indulgence of 
evil propensities more easy and more com- 
fortable, by representing that indulgence as 
harmless or venial. Every false system of 
morals is a system of convenience ; ^ system 
narrowing the range, slackening the restraints^ 
subtracting from the amount, enfeebling the 
energy, of moral obligation. Place such a 
system before men ; and what numbers will 
hasten to adopt it ! Weigh the evidence of 
fiacts. How numerous are the pupils of ex- 
pediency ! How full t^e ranks of the vota- 

8 lies 
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ries of honour! What crowds are enslaved 
to custom ! With what pertinacity do these 
multitudes cling to the principles which they 
have chosen ; principles, the commodiousness 
of which they have so frequently proved ! 
Another consideration of prime importance 
is yet to be stated. While truth disclaims 
all alliance, all connection, with falsehood; 
errors confederate and co-operate with errors. 
The unwarranted principles of morality, 
which have been discussed, amicably unite 
each with the other ; and frequently occupy 
the same bosom in double or in triple pait- 
nership. The individualSj whose morality 
falls under this description, appear far to ex- 
ceed in number the exclusive adherents of any 
one false principle. As each of the princi- 
ples in question possesses its own attractions ; 
as in the mixed intercourse of the world, each 
is daily presenting itself to the followers of 
another, and recommending its maxims by 
the aid of example ; it naturally ensues that 
the majority of the persons who are not reli- 
giously watchful to be stedfast in the pure 
morality of the Gospel, fall under tlie in- 
fluence of all the three. In the minds of 
such men, moral perceptions are commonly 
indistinct and confused. The slender cata- 
Jo<^ue.of their conclusions is drawn from dif- - 
^ . fcrent 
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fferent sources. In part it consists of a few of 
the plainer moral precepts of Scripture. For 
some other rules, if rules they are to be called^ 
it ftands indebted to custom. These are fol- 
lowed by maxims of expediency. ' And the 
whole is completed by scraps borrowed from 
the laws of honour. This laft principle, be 
it the most or the least influential on their 
pract]|i;e is usually named by them with par- 
ticular respect, and with special tokens of self- 
complacency. Each individual is secretly 
flattered by the hope, that to profess the 
adoption of a rule of conduct, high in esti- 
mation atnong the upper classes of society, 
may itmind or persuade others that he be- 
longs to that division of society ; or at least 
&at its opinions are familiar to him, and 
congenial with his own. 

If frdm any one of the false principles, 
which have been brought under review, mo- 
ral errors so numerous and so pernicious 
arc constantly originating ; what must be the 
mass of error produced by the detached 
operations of the three, and by the allied ex- 
ertions of all! 

The close contemplation of danger endears 
the path of safety. We turn with augment- 
ed gratitude to that antidote to false morality, 
that perfect standard of moral excellence, the 

D wordi 
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rir:! wisdom. 
.' Be not ye 
' /..itever autho- 
* .'v hatever num- 
• .::ch are after the 
. . • ; r:t after Christ. 
• i vain search after 
^•L.:5C calculations of 
..:. ..r mediate, collateral, 
..v. ::.^: the plain path of 
::.- rhrough inextricable 
•: ::: liaikness, when tlie 
:u. Labour not by spe- 
.. •'...,: expediency, to discover 
. .:•:: know, that whatever is 
: : xJicnt. Count not that 
,v r.;vei5.uily moral, which is 
^ : J . i L\c •imong men . ^hat which 
'.\ j'lr:^ //.v//, is abominatio7i in 
^•.: .-,. Disclaim the technical 
. ;. -a ^c nisTiMlity. Let your language 
• -^ .::v nigral or immoral proceeding 
_- •. i:-:ev;uivocally to prove that your 
. .V .i "-'^ to honour, but to conscience, 
^ :*- - rr^wiiuons of men, but to the law 
\ XLci: Hi^h. FcUo'-j: not a multitude to do 

{*•) Luke, x?i. 5. 
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It is not custom, but Scripture, 

iCS ini([uity, fToe unto them tBat call 

od (e) ! Be not partakers of their 

'■:. Reflect that the corrupting influence 
..t false principles in morals does not ter- 
minate in morality. Relaxed opinions, as 
to the duties to be discharged towards your 
neighbour, and as to the government to be 
€xercis<Sd over your appetites and passions, are 
relaxed ideas of duty to God, who has com- 
manded you to love your neighbour as your- 
self, and to keep under your body, and bring. 
it into subjection} and necessarily conduce 
to relaxed ideas on the subject of piety. If 
you remit your exertions to glorify God 
by keeping his moral cortimandments, yoiir 
love for him is abated, your adoration of him 
is less reverential, your gratitude is less ani- 
mated, your supplication is less fervent^ If 
religion be weakened in one pointy it is 
we^ened in all points, it is endangered 
in all. 

If then you are anxious, in discharging the 
duties of morality, faithfully to follow the 
divine commandments, and to tread in the 
steps of your Lord ; search the Scriptures. By 
. them shall every moral deed be tried at last : 
by them let it be directed now. And, let not 

(^ £xod* zziii. %• {e) Is. v. 3o« 
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the critciipn by which you judge? be studi- 
pusjy or negligently k^t in the back-ground. 
Shall men of the wprld have their false prin- , 
ciples constantly feady oi^ their lips ; And . 
shall yovj be ashamed modestly toa^w yours f. 
Hold forth the word of life (f)^ by; acting; 
upon it, by acting confessedly upon it. Thq 
world will look to your ijjorality, rathcx than 
to your piety. In that branch then q^. your, 
religion, on which even irreligious men wil^ 
occasionally fix their eyes, be diUgeiit to adorn 
the doctrine of God pur. Saviour (g). Let i^; 
be manifest, XhdX.the grace if God which bring* 
etb salvation has taught you to deny ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, aud t$ live soberly, righteously^ 
and godly, in this present world (h). Let t^c 
superiority of your conduct pvince thq 
superiority of your principle. As the con- 
scientious integrity, the self-denying labours, 
the eijlarged ki^flness, the indefatigable 
cjharity, of the early Christians, excited the. 
astonishment ancl drew forth the reluctan^ 
praises of the Pagans : let the light of your 
Christian morality ^o shine befpre the fol- 
lowers of erroneous maxims of conduct, that 
it may lead them to glorify your Father whcL 
is in heaven by a strict adherence to the mo« 
fal rules recorded in his holy word. Let it 

If) Philipp. ii. i6. [g] Tit. li. 10, {h) lb. II} ll. 

so 
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so shine, even before the eyes of the unbe« 
liever of the present day, that it may turn 
him to an huihbie examination of the autho- 
rity of the religion in which it has its source: 
IQ that ^falling down on bis face ^ he may worship 
Kjoii and report ^t God is in you of a 
truth (i). 

{i) t Cor* lit. S5* 
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S P CL M O N III. 

On the Chaistges produced by the Coming 
' pf Christ, on the Siti^ation oifMEN, a« 
to the Divine Law. 



Matthew, v. 17, i8. 

7bink not that I am come ta destroy the Law of 

the Prophets : I am not come to destroy^ hut tof 

fulfiL For verily I say unto you^ till Heaven 

and Earth pasSy one Jot or one Tittle shall in no 

wise pass from the LaWy till all be fulfilled. 

TN examining the word of God, that we 
may learn those things which are essential 
to salvation, there are two rules which it be- 
hoves us punctually to observe. The first 
rule is, to compare things spiritual with spirit 
tuahy that is to say, not to be satisfied with 
considering some one passage relating to the 
particular subject upon which we are desirous 
of information ; but to consult the various 
parts- of Scripture, which treat of that sub-^ 
ject 5 to bring together in one view the in- 
struction which the different inspired writers^ 

I ' furnish 
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fiimish eonceming it j to interpret that posi* 
tidil which may be concise or Somewhat ob- 
scure in one, by the larger and clearer explana- 
tions of another; and thus to avail ourselves of 
the light which God has been pleased to thi-owj, 
in the Old Testament and in the New, on the 
object of our inquiries. The second rule 
is; to apply the declarations of Scripture to 
those points only, to which Scripture autho* 
rises us to apply them j and consequently to 
beware of rashly transferring that decision, 
which the word of God pronounces concern- 
ing one branch of a subject, to some other 
branch of the same subject. It may proba- 
bly have been for the purpose, among other 
reasons, of exciting us to a continual and di- 
Kgent search of the sacred vmtings, and of 
thus making us thoroughly acquainted with 
them, that the wisdom of God has thought 
fit to disperse throughout many parts of the 
Bible passages relating to the same doctrine, 
or to the same duty, instead of collecting 
them into one chapter or one book. The 
two rules, however, which have been recom- 
mended are evidently founded on solid reason ; 
Old are in fact of universal application and 
necessity. Take the writings of any unin- 
spired author^ ancient or modem, for an ex- 
ample. Whatever may be the subject on 

D 4 which 
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which he treats, is it likely that you will gain 
accurate knowledge of his sentiments^ if you 
content yourself with paying regard to some 
oat passage only in which he mentions the sub* 
jcct? May it not easily happen that this pas- 
sage, taken by itself, may lead you into error 
respecting his opinions and his meaning ? If 
you would thoroughly understand him, if 
you would qualify yourself to turn to practi- 
cal advantage the information which his 
book contains, concerning any topic on which 
it professes to convey knowledge ; must not 
you study and compare the observations 
upon that topic, which he delivers in different 
parts of his work ? And must not you alsa 
be very careful not to misapply the direc- 
tions which he gives, by transferiing them ta 
some other branch of the subject to which he 
did not mean to apply them, and to which 
they do not belong ? Take an additional ex- 
ample from conversation. Suppose a person 
to have held a long discourse with you on 
some interesting concem ; and to have made 
known to you his opinion respecting it, by 
remarks dispersed through various parts of 
that discourse. Suppose that by way of com- 
municating his opinion to some of your 
friends, you were to tell them one or two 
detached sentences or propositions which he 

had 
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iiad uttered ; and were then to leave your 
hearers to form their conjectures as to his 
meaning, without knowing any thing which he 
had stated before, or any thing which he add- 
ed afterwards ? Is it not probable that you 
would lead them into gross mistakes, as to 
his real sentiments ? Or if you were unwarily 
to represent something, which he affirmed 
or denied on one part of the question, as hav- 
ing been intended by him to relate to another 
part; should not you cause them to form 
very wrong conclusions ? Of what conse- 
quence then must it be, in seeking informa- . 
tion from the word of God, scrupulously to 
follow these two rules which have been ex- 
plained: first, to collect and compare the 
whole which the Scriptures contain respect- 
ing the subject of your enquiry; and se- 
condly, not to transfer any judgment which 
the Scriptures pronounce concerning one 
branch of the subject, to other branches to 
which it does not pertain^ 

The necessity of bearing these rules in 
mind, and of faithfully applying them, is the 
more urgent, in proportion to the importance 
of the subject concerning which you are de- 
sirous of obtaining knowledge; and to the 
discordance or incongruity which may appear 
to subsist between expressions relating to that 

subject 
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Subject in different parts of the Bitfe. Pcr^ 
liaps then there is scarcely any topic j with 
' i^gard to which the necessity of observing 
these rules is more manifest than that, to 
which it is now proposed to dirfect our 
thoughts ; namely, -the nature of the obliga- 
tions under which Christians are pkced, with 
tespect to the entire law of God, as delivered 
in the Old and the New Testaments. The 
subject, it will be confessed, is of main impor- 
tance. For to act conformably to the obli- 
gation in qtlestion, whatever that obligation 
may be, must be of essential influence as 
to oui* salvation. And it must also be ad- 
mitted, that it is very possible to select, from 
different parts of the Scriptures, expressions 
concerning the law, which, when separated 
from the context, and brought together and 
placed side by side without explanation, may 
easily seem to be discordant, if not iiTecon-* 
dlablc- Thus in some passages we rciad, that 
Christ has abolished in his jlesh the Hitw of 
commandments contained in ordinances — ^that he 

m 

has redeemed us from the curse of the law — ^tha€ 
nve are to be justified by faith ^ without the deeds 
if the law — that the law is not made for a righ-' 
terns man — that now we are delivered from the 
iaWy that being dead wherein we were held—^thzt 
we are also become dead to the law by the body 

of 
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tf Chris t'^^hsit we are not under the Jaw^ but 
under grace (a). Yet at other times we heat 
tic apostles declaring, that the law is half, 
and just ^ and good — and that without holineis^ 
in other words without obedience to the law, 
no man shall see the Lord — that sin is the trans* 
gression of the law — ^that to speak evil one ofan^ 
ether is to speak evil of the law^ and to judge 
the law^^znd that he who presumes to judge 
the law is not a doer of the A/w— that whosoever 
shall keep the whole law^ and yet offend in one 
pointy is guilty of all (b)\ We hear the great 
apostle of the Gentiles eagerly vindicating 
himself from the imputation of subverting 
the law: Do we then make void the law 
through faith "^ God forbid I Tea, we establish 
the law (c). We hear the decisive words of 
our Lord : think not that I am come to destroy 
tbc law or the prophets (the prophets appear, 
from the following verse, to be mentioned in 
this place, not so much on account of .their 
having foretold future events, as of their hav- 
ing confirmed and illustrated the law) ; think 
not that I am come to destroy the law or thepro^ 

phetf^z I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 

• • • 

(4) Eph^». 11, 15. Gal. ill. 13. Rom.lli. 28. Gal. li. 16. 

ilL 1 1. I Tim. i. 9. Rom* vii. 4, 6. vi. 14. 

(*) Rom. vii. 12. Heb. xii. 14. i John, iii. 4, James, 

ii. lo» 19* li* (c) R«m« iii. 31. 

For 
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For wrily I say unto yoUy till heaven and earth 
fass^ one jot and one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law till all be fulfilled^ It is mainly 
owing to the neglect of applying to this subject 
the two rules which have beehstated^ that some 
persons fall into extravagant delusions, and 
others are involved in doubt and perplexity; 
The law of God, as set before us in his holy 
Word, consists of two parts ; the Ceremoni^ 
Law, and the Moral Law. Let us endeavour, 
under the blessing of God, distinctly to un-- 
derstand our situation respecting each< 

L The Ceremonial Law consisted of those 
outward ordinances respecting the service of the 
tabernacle, the wide variety of offerings and sa- 
crifices, the distinction of animals intoclean and 
unclean, the forms to be observed for theatftam* 
ment of legal purification, and many other rites 
of the same nature, which the Almighty enjoin- 
ed to the Jews by Moses. One of the objects of 
this law was, to keep the Jews apart from the 
corrupting society of the heathen by interposing 
continual obstacles to the intercourse of the 
Children of Israel with other nations. But its 
grand purpose was, to direct the thoughts and 
the hearts of the worshippers to the promised 
Redeemer. Its typical sacrifices, the blood of 
, bulls and of goats, which could never take away 

sin. 
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spi, pointed to thecffcctual atonement wbiqhhc 
was to make, by the sacrifice of himself ^upoB; 
the cross. It$ figurative purificationsii Wnich. 
could never pleanse the inward man, were em- 
blem§ of that renewal of the heart, which v^ 
to be wrought by his Spirit. Its shadowy cere- 
monies and anblematical observances were con* 
tinu^lLy represcjiting beforehand, sometimes 
one part, sometimes another, of his office, and 
pf the benefits to be conveyed through him. 
The Ccrien^onial Law then was evidentiy limit- 
jcjljas to its extent, and temporary in itsnaturc: 
QOt intended to be binding on any nation,, 
jcxcept the Jews; for to them only was it 
delivered, and at J erusalem only were many 
cff its appointments to Ixj cel^rated: not 
designed to be' of perpetual duration ; for it* 
was meant to prepare the Way for a new dij-* 
pensation, and consequently, when that new* 
dispensation should be established^ was to 
cease. It was a scaffolding eminently useful 
m the erection of the building ; but when the 
Structure should be completed, to be taken 
down. It was a schoolmaster to bring the 
Jews, and through their means other na-. 
tions, to Christ 3 but, when it had answered 
that purpose, to be dismissed. Hence, our- 
Lord, after his ascension, pronounced by the 
mouth of his apostles the Ceremonial Law 

7 abolished: 
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abolished : pronounced not only that it waf 
iTOt entitled to authority over the Gentile 
Christians, but that it was no longer, in any 
respect, obligatory, even on the Jews. Hence, 
we hear St. Paul loudly exhorting his con^ 
verts not to submit to any Judaizing teacher, 
who should seek to impose its yoke upon 
them, but to stand fast in the liberty with 
which Christ had made them free: not to 
regard its new moons, or its other seasons of 
ceremonial convocation: not to imagine 
themselves bound to observe its Sabbath, of 
the last day of the week, instead of the Chris*- 
tian Sabbath of the first : not to allow others 
to judge them with respect to its abrogated 
ordinances, touch not, taste not , handle not: not 
to consider aoiimals as still distinguished into 
ckan and unclean; but without scruple to cat 
tktf flesh of any animal fit for food, being as-F 
sured that it is sanctified by divine authority^ 
to the use of man, when it is received with 
thanksgiving to God. And hence, not to en-^ 
large farther on this subject, we hear him con- 
gratulating Christians universally, that the 
Lord Jesus had for ever relieved them from 
sdl its burthensome institutions : that he had 
(slotted out the band^writing of ordinances that 
nvas against tiSy which was contrary to us, and had 
taken it out of the way^ n(^lin^ it to his crossi 

ftnd 
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and there publicly exposlpg it as an obsoletf 
statute, as a cancelled bond. But though owEt 
K^eemer thus abolished the Ceremonial 
Law, he did jjojt come to destroy it. He 
only permitted it to die, as by a natural, death, 
^t its appointed time. He did not allow it to 
come to i^ ond, unttl^ he had fulfilled it^r 
He came to fulfil it. And sooner : ^pijld 
heaven and earth have passed away, than; ho 
wQuld have suffered one jot, or one. tittle,, in^ 
any wise to pass from the Ceremonial Law, 
till all were fulfilled. All its shadows hq 
jrealised. All* its types hp exactly answered* 
All its prophetical allusions he precisely and 
perfectly accpmplished. When he cried out, 
as he was resigning his breath. It is finisibed% 
he referred'' to his having effected, arQpn^ 
other objects of his manifcstatipn iti; thft 
flesh, the fulfilment pf the Ceremonial Lawv 
Being thus fulfilled; having no longer, ajiys 
purpose to accomplish or to promote 5 haying 
its .place supplied to Christians by the twq 
sacraments, whiph he, who had fulfilled it^ 
had ordained in its stead; it caipe to an end^. 
In the moment : when the Soji pf Gpd gave ugi 
thip ghpst, it expired, 

I J. The Moral Law, which wc are now to. 
fpn^jd^r, is a law -Wider which wc, no les*^, 
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than the Jews, arc placed as subjects of the 
moral government of God. TWs law does 
not employ itself in prescribing outward ob- 
servances; but demands, under numerous 
precepts, uiiiversal holiness of heart and life. 
Did our Lord, who came to fulfil the Cere- 
monial Law, come to^stroy the Moral Law? 
He cone to fulfil ife^ every particular ; to 
satisfy, in the largest extent, every one of its 
demands. Did it require sinless obedience ? 
The Son of God in human nature obeyed it, 
in all points, unto perfection. In all points, 
tempted as we are, he was without sin. Did 
it require that the spirituality of its nature, 
the vastness of its claims, the universality of its 
jurisdiction, circumstances which were grossly 
misunderstood, or shamefully disregarded, 
should be publicly displayed and recognised ? 
The Son of God^ as man, acknowledged, pro- 
claimed, and established them. In- hi; ser- 
mon from the Mount, and in every other 
part of his instructions, he shewed that not 
only every outward action, but that every 
desire, every thought of the heart, must, in 
every particular, be subject and conformed to 
the Moral Law. Did it require to be mag- 
nified before men and angels, by some me- 
morable proof, that for the breach of any one 
of its injunctions complete satisfaction must 

be 
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be made, feefore pardon could be extended to 
the transgressor ? In the presence of men 
and angels the Son of God, as man, glorified 
it by giving up himself on Calvary, a spec- 
tacle to the whole creation, an atoning sacri-* 
fice for the sins of the whole world. It was to 
honour, to exalt, and to sanction the Moral 
Law in all its bearings, in all its demands, 
that Jesus Christ though^ by nature, in the form 
of Gody and thinking it not robbery to be equal 
with God', yet made himself of no reputationy 
and took upon himself the form of a servant ^ and 
was made in the likeness of men ; and being found 
in fashion as a man^ humbled himself and became 
obedient into deaths even the death of the cross* 
Has there then been no change wrought 
by our blessed Lord in our situation, 
with respect to the Moral Law? Un- 
doubtedly there has ; and a change of ine^^- 
jpressible importance. Christ has delivered 
vis from the curse ^ from the condemning power 
of the law. He has purchased for us those 
blessings which the law did not provide; 
which the law from its very nature could not 
provide, but for which it was intended, no 
less than the Ceremonial Law, to be a school- 
master to bring us to Him ; pardon and re- 
conciliation with God. A law knows no* 
thing of forgiveness • How is it possible that 

E a law 
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a law should forgive ? If a human law were 
to hold out pardon to those who should break 
it s would it be obeyed ? If a statute, made by 
our own Legislature, commanding certain 
duties to be performed, were to provide that 
persons who should disobey the command 
should not incur any penalty 5 would it be 
regarded ? How is a law, to constrain obe- 
dience, but by inflicting punishment on all 
who break it ? How is a sinful creature to be 
awed into obedience td a law, but by the con- 
sciousness that, if he disobeys it, he shall be 
punished ? If forgiveness is sought, it must 
be sought from the free mercy of the law- 
giver. In the law it is never to be found,; 
The divine law, therefore, while it promises 
reward to those who should obey it in every 
point, proclaiming, the man who doeth these 
things shall live by them [d) \ subjects to the. 
penalty of eternal death, eveiy person, who, 
in a single particular, should transgress. 
Cursed is the man who continueth not in all 
thingSy even in all things, which are written in 
the book of the law to do them {e). To this 
penalty each of us has become obnoxious by 
numberless transgressions. The law knows 
not forgiveness. Even by a single transgres- 
sion, salvation, so far as the law is concerned, 

{d) Rom. X. 5. Gal. in. 12. (j) Gal. iii. lo. 
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is irrecoverably forfeited and lost. What 

hope of heaven could we retain, after our acr 

cumulated offences ? It is here that the Lord 

Jesus Christ of his free mercy interposes^ 

Voluntarily undertaking, to satisfy the de^ 

mands of the law upon us ; bearing in- his 

own body the punishment of our iniquities j 

he disarms the law of its condemning power j 

he sets us free from its grasp ; he gives us re-* 

pentance, and makes it availing ; he saves us 

by his own merits ^ he makes us partakers, of 

the recompense earned by his own righteous-^ 
ness. 

But though our Lord has thu6 taken 

away the condemning power of the Moral 

Law, has thus redeemed us from its curse, by 

becoming a curse, by submitting to an accurs* 

ed death on the cross for us : has he deprived 

the lavsr of its authority, has he lessened \\^ 

jurisdiction, as a rule of life ? God forbid J 

Most ignorant is that man of the purpose of 

his Redeemer's death, of the diyine plan of 

redemption, who imagines that he is in any 

respect, or in the slightest degree, set loose 

from the obligation of obedience to the 

Moral Law. The exhortations delivered 

in the New Testament teaching us, that 

we must labour to be holy, as God is holy, 

perfect as he is perfect ; the solemn warnings, 

that to persist in any one khown sin is to set 
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the whole law at defiance, and will assuredly 
exclude us from the kingdom of God j aU 
the discourses of our Saviour, and all the 
writings of his apostles, universally concur in 
prockdming, that if there is no condemnatUn 
to them that are in Christ Jesus, it is to them 
who walk not after the fleshy but after the Spi- 
rit {f). To them all past sins are forgiven. 
For their daily infirmities, for their unal- 
Io\%xd transgressions, for their sins of surprise, 
for the corruptions, over which they ftiourn, 
and against which they maintain an habitual 
conflict, the merits oiF their Redeemer shall 
atone. But are there persons who call them- 
seI\TS Christians, and yet will not receive the 
law as an universal rule of life ? Towards 
them its condemning power is undiminished: 
On them the wrath of God abideth. Against 
thcAi justice shall take its course. To those 
who continue in sin Christ will be no Saviour. 
Tlicir j^nalty he discharges not. • The law 
shall exact it to the uttennost in that everlast- 
ing prison, where tliere is weeping, and wail- 
ing, and gnashing of teeth. 
: Wc are now, I tiust, prepared to under- 
itmul the meaning and to perceive the com- 
plete consistency, of the various passages in 
Scripture, which speak of the nature of duir 
obligi\tion to the law. The passages which 

(/) llom* tiii. It 
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represent the law. as abolished, or as in some 
measure deprived of its jurisdiction, relate 
cither to the Ceremonial Law delivered to 
the Jews > or to the condemning power of thjp 
Moral Law with respect to true believers in 
Christ Jesus, to Christians whose faith ha-^ 
bitually and pej'severijxgly proves itself by ho^ 
liness and good works.. AH the nmnerous 
passages, which describe the law as entitlccj 
to reign over \js, relate to its unimpaired and 
sovereign authority over every man as a ruk 
of life ', and pronounce beyond the possibility 
of dispute that, if we would enter into life, 
we must keep the commandments ; that w$ 
must love the Lord our God with all our 
heart, ^nd with all our mind, and with all 
pur soul, and with all pur strength^ and our 
neighbour as ourself ; and exercise ourselves 
with unwearied diligence and earnestness to 
walk in the strength of divine grace in all the 
conunandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless. 

Make it thep, my brethem, your frequenf 
prayer that God would dispose and enable 
you to feel warm and increasing gratitude for 
the inconceivable mercy of Christ, in freely 
becoming man and dying on the cross, that he 
might in your stead, and for your salvation, 
bear the curse and satisfy the penalty of the 
l^^y, Compared with this deed of kindness, 

^ 5 ^\\^ 



^ On the Changes produced 

with this inexpressible benefit ; what are all 
the kindnesses which can be shewn by men, 
' what are all the benefits which you can re- 
ceive from men ? If it is right that you 
should love yoiir fellow creatures who love 
you: if it is right that you should be grate- 
ful to those who have conferred valuable fa- 
vours upon ycru : how ought you to love the 
Son of God ; what gratitude ought you to 
cherish towards Him, who died that ^ you 
might be rescued from the wrath to come, and 
live for ever in glory ! Beware of being be- 
guiled into the fatal persuasion, that you may 
continue in sin that grace may abound. 
When Christ has died to purify unto himself 
a peculiar people zealous of good works, is 
that man a Christian who pretends that, be- 
cause Christ has paid the penalty of sin, he 
may safely indulge in sin, at least in some one 
sin; who turns the grace of our Saviour into 
n plea 'for working iniquity, for allowing 
himself in disobedience ? The wrath of God 
is still revealed from heaven against all ungcd-^ 
liness and unrighteousness of men. Our 6od 
shall hereafter be revealed in faming f re ta 
take vengeance on those who know not Gody and 
obey not his Gospel ; on those who obey not 
that Moral taw, which a believer in Christ 
ie, if it be possible, under stronger obligations 

thar\ 
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than any person in former ages ever was 
faithfully to obey, because in addition to 
every motive to obedience, which could rest 
on persons who lived before the birth of our 
Saviour, the Christian is bound by the ties re- 
sulting from the clearer views with which he 
is blessed of the nature and authority of the 
Moral Law, and by the obligations of love 
and gratitude for the redeeming mercies of 
his Lord. Seeing \im\st\i bought with apri$e^ 
the price of Christ's blood ; he is above all 
men bound to glorify God in holy obedience 
with his body and his spirit which are Gods. 

Lastly : be not ensnared to turn the grace 
of God into licentiousness by the language 
which is constantly meeting our ears, that 
our Saviour has mitigated .the demands of 
the Moral Law, and will be satisfied with 
sincere though imperfect obedience. Un- 
doubtedly our obedience must be sincere; and 
undoubtedly after our most faithful endea- 
vours under diving grace, it will be grievously 
imperfect, In one sense, therefore, it is true 
that he who obeys sincerely will be saved, 
though his obedience be imperfect. The 
language, however, which has been quoted,^ 
is sometimes designed, and is always likely to 
bring men to conclude, that they need no^ tq. 
§trive to be holy in all points j but may feel 

^. 4 themselves 
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themselves safe through Christ:, if they take 
care to lead, on the whole, respectable lives. 
But if a man knowingly and ^yilfully persists 
in any one sinful habit, is his obedience sin- 
cere ? Or has Christ mitigated the demands 
of the Moral Law ? Has not he disclosed its 
extent, explained its purity, ai;id enforced iti 
authority, beyond aU former ideas of mea ? 
If God demands the whole heart, is there 
any corner of it which may be reserved foy 
jsin ? If, whatever we do, we are to do all to 
the ^lory of God, that God may in all things 
be glorified through Jesus Christ 3 is there 
any breach of his law in which we may in- 
dulge ? My brethren, be not deceived. If 
you are accustomed to speak of being saved 
]t>y sincere, though imperfect, obedience ; ex- 
amine yourselves whether you are not eithei: 
trusting to be saved in part by the supposed 
merits of qbedienc?, even of this imperfect 
obedience, or using such language as a plei 
for the wilful continuance of some unchris- 
tian practice, and the habitual neglect of 
some known duty. Look entirely to the 
cross of Chiist for atonement and acceptance, 
Reiiounce, resist, every known sin, if you 
llppe to find him a Saviour^ 
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SERMON IV. 

Justification not attainable by Acts of 

Morality. 



Romans, iii. 28. 

■ 

therefore ive conclude that a man is justified by 
Faith without the Deeds of the Law. 

TN the minds of a very large proportion of 
the world a much higher degree of respect 
for morality prevails than for piety. Num- 
bers who hold the dispositions in which piety 
consists, and the proceedings by which those 
dispositions are manifested, in low estima- 
tion, and personally are negligent of both, 
will be loud in their praises of moral virtue; 
and to a certain extent, and in ordinary cir- 
cumstances, are practically observant of va- 
rious moral rules. Others, by whom the 
duties of piety are more justly appreciated, 
and are out^v^ardly discharged with decent 
punctuality, discover by their common disr 

course 
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m domestic life, in public 
cry matter of private busi- 
cind its comfort are depend- 
t is that morality is elevated 
;icc. Hence also it is that an 
raorality, a morality resting on 
.1 motives, a morality not referring to 
..V (1, is allowed to usm^p the honours due 
to Christian morals, and to them only. 
Deriving from the selfish motives on which 
it rests, inducements sufficient to keep itself 
tolerably correct in customary cases open to 
inspection; it passes current with a world 
which looks to present effects, troubles not 
itself to investigate motives, nor reflects that 
in morality not founded on the genuine cor- 
ner-stone there will ultimately prove to be 
neither consistency nor strength. 

Actions which, independently of consider- 
ations of religious duty, recommend them- 
selves to men by tried and constant utility, 
speedily assume a character of merit. We 
begin to value ourselves upon the perform- 
ance of them. We proceed to infer that 
they must appear to God, who has com- 
manded the performance of them, in the 
colours in which they appear to others and 
to ourselves; and that, being pronounced 
xneritoriQus by men, they entitle us to pre- 
tensions 
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^ jicjabled heart to admit 
,. X received as righteous 
„^ X altogether by means 
' -cfuSTCJs than our own, has 
^^rci\ the existence of which 
- ,^,5. '•}\>§e thoughts have been 
•=" ^^ 'iVj:rjJ inquiries may well be 
^ .^ ^-Jtrif; namely, that when St. 
• '^rfr^ iiJi: nicn are justified by faith 
^t Ss if tbe law, the law which 
i^wids is simply the Ceremo- 
* * iic*»ulgated to the Jews by Moses, 
It :>' vaguely said, " is the gospel : 
^ j^^ is the Mosaic ritual, with which 
.t«fcC ao concern. The Gospel, in the 
,^^- 0^" which we arc to be saved, requires 
^^cbity: and by the moral law, which 
^1^^)^ moral actions towards men^ 
^sis^h certainly without the deeds of the 
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" abrogated ceremonial law, we are to be 
" justified/' 

An opinion replete with confusion and 
error, and at the same time relating to a sub- 
ject so important as the place and office of 
Christian morality in the plan of salvation, 
deserves serious discussion. 

The conclusion which, whatever be its 
import, St. Paul affirms in the text, is not 
an insulated proposition averred in that 
single passage. In other parts of his Epistle 
to the Romans, and in the Epistle to the 
Galatians, it is again and again re-affiimed 
by him in various equivalent expressions; 
and is connected with laboured and diversi- 
fied trains of argument and illustration de- 
signed to establish its truth, and also to evince 
the importance which the Apostle attached 
to the conclusion in question, and his solici- 
tude that its validity should be acknowledged 
and deeply felt. Therefore by the deeds of the 
latd there shall no flesh be justified in His sight, 
therefore being justified by faith ^ we have peace 
ni)itb God through our Lord yesus Christ. 
Knowing that a man is not justified hy the 
works of the law^ but by the faith of Jesus- 
Christy even we have believed in Jesus Christy 
that we might be justified by the faith of Christ 
and not by the works of the law : for by the 

I works 
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works of the law shall no Jlesb be justified* 

^hat no man isjustijied by the law in the sigbt 

of God is evident : for ^ the just shall live by 

faith. T^he law. was our schoolmaster to bring 

tLs unto Christy that we might be justified by 

faith. Christ is become of no effect unto you^ 

whosoever of you are justified by the law ; ye ar€ 

fallen from grace : for we through the Spirit 

wait for the hope of righteousness by faith (b). • * 

What is the Law, concerning which the 
Apostle in these passages has spoken ? 

Unquestionably the Ceremonial Law hg^s 
been comprehended in them. That the Jew* 
in the days of our Lord and of St. Paul 
looked for justification, some perhaps alto- 
gether, some chiefly, others in lower and dif- 
ferent degrees, to the observances of that . 
law, is certain. And it is equally certain, 
that by the Ceremonial Law justification was 
neither wholly nor in part attainable. The 
declarations of the word of God concerning 
its nature, and concerning the inherent in- 
efficacy of its sacrifices, prove that, had it 
been obeyed punctually and perfectly, it 
could not have justified. In the word of 
GocJ it is pronounced to have been a system 
of types and figures, intended to shadow 

{Jb) Rom. ill. 20. Y. I. Gal. II. i6. ill, it, 24^ v. 49 5- 

/ forth, 
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forth, and gradually to introduce, the ap- 
pointed and only availing sacrifice of Christ. 
The law^ having a shadow of good things to come^ 
and not the very image of the things^ can never 
with those sacrifices which they offered year by year 
continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 
The first tabernacle was a figure for the time 
then present y in which were offered both gifts and 
sacrifices that could not make him that did the 
service perfect as pertaining to the conscience : 
which stood only in meats and drinks^ and divers 
washings and carnal ordinances imposed on them 
until the time of reformation. . For there is 
verily a disannulling of the commandment going 
before for the weakness and unprofitableness 
thereof: for the law made nothing perfect. 
Sacrifice and offerings and burnt-offerings^ and 
offering for sin^ thou wouldest not^ neither hadst 
pleasure therein^ which are offered by the law : 
then said /, Lo^ I come to do thy wiUy O God! 
Every priest standeth daily ministering^ and of 
fering oftentimes the same sacrifices ^ which can 
never take away sins. For it is not possible thaf 
the blood of bulls and of goats should take away 
sins (c J. The perfect observance of the Ce- 
remonial Law would have justified the Jew 
as to the observance of the ceremonies, but 

{c) Heb. X. I. ix. 8—10. ylu 18, 19. x. 4— 11. , 

no 
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e first place, to some pre* 

aents. 

il expression, that ^^cjusti^ 

, an expression repeatedly used, 

vitedly supported by equiyalait 

\^)^ apparently Excludes from the 

ce of justification all other things; and 

therefore the Moral Law. 

When, to this general expression, are added 
terms unequivocally negative and exclusive j 
as, not by the works of the lai0 {hy^-without the 
deeds of the law {i)^^without the la*iv{k)''-^ 
withotit works {I) i — and when other phrases, 
in substance the same with these, are brought 
into the account {m) : the inference, that the 
whole law, and all legal works, are shut out, 
is strengthened. 

• When, as We proceed in our inquiries, we 
read that we are justified by the faith of Jesus 
(hrist our Saviour (n) -—that we are justified 
freely by His grace {o) — (by that gracious plan 
of kedemption, in which we obtain an intierest 
by faith,) for it is of faith ^ that it might be by 
grace ; we have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we {p) stand — these expressions seem 

{g) Gal. Hi. 24. Rom. iii. 26^ v. i. iv. t3a.i4>.i^ ^ 9ft 
(i)<9al. ii. 16. (f) Rom.iii. 28. \k) Rom.'ui. 21. 

(/) Rom. iv. 5> 6. (m) GaL ili. i j, i^ v. 4.. Rom. iii. 20. 
(11) Tit. ili. 6, 7. {o) Rom. iii. 24. (p) Rom. iy. ,16. v. 2. 

^ ^ * F still 
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Still moore pointedly to exclude liie *^c» qF a 
concnrrtnt justifying power in any Is^w, ii|^ 
any human worH. 

Sq also the assertion, that we zrcjustifir4 
Iff the blood of Christ (j), in which blood it. i^ 
faith that gives us an interest, iaiparentljf 
excludes the concvirrence of other means^ 

But let us advance to positive proofs. 

The Apostle, when inculcating in the 
third chapter of his Epistle to the Roin^xi» 
the doctrine of justification hy faith without 
the deeds of the laWy avowedly compf eheiid^ 
the Gentiles equally with the Jews. He 
maintains that the Jews are in no wise ketter 
than the Gentiles : for we have before frqn^fff 
both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under 
sin. Therefore by the deeds of the law tber^ 
shall no fesh be justified in His tight. But pow 
the righteousness of God (the method pf ju^t4r 
fication appointed by Him) without the hni 
is manifestedy being witnessed by the law an4 
the prophets ; even the righteousness of God, 
winch is by faith of Jesus Christ unto aUy amf 
upon all them that believe, (whether Jews pr 
GentUes,) for there- is no difference : for all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God : 

being justified freely by His grace through tbt 

■\ ■ 

. (}) Roznt V* 9. and fee Rom. iii. 25. 

redemption 
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ifiimp^n tbf^ « in Jem ^rist, fwbom Go4 
kfflh f^ffinhtf h ^ff^ti'ffWf tywgbfaiib 

Ikti' (kc^mciHPff if Jaitb, 4^ fff^firfifmcisfoif 
ff>emiSfitk{r).^ ^OMT. the Gcfii^Us never 
urate siu^ippted, j^or ever 46sigae4 to be sulf* 
JKjb^ tj9. ^ Cf^temwi^l |>aw. If therefore 
the Qeti^pqial i<aw wly wer? intended by 
^ Apo^Uf> ; his nooning ^iikL hex as to the 
Q9i|j^)9f;» a^tQget^er irrelevant ^ nugatory* 
1^ titt H9^ hv^i^y w^e subject } dls« 
cw^g^iPfef /i^^ W/*r< tbt things of tki 
i^fltU ffffm^^:yiorJf^ ^ ^6* km fDritten it^ 
1^^' itffffs* th^r mfafme aUa bearing piu 
Wfi^ 3t» Paul's argliment therefore, as 
filimprgi)«IHUiig xh» Morpii limi M perfectly 
i»te»Wife» Imt npt iQth^mia^. : ' . 

•ihi 4d4il¥»^ to*h? pr^pding ob^ei^tioiw 
Itt it l>*1*i^in«4».that the transgressions pf 
(lift Qv9&fi9»^ 9^ ^|%>H|ierated in the passage 
to fii^M^ thfl Appstle aUudes (/) wheii) he 
^^ill^mqMfifif t6 b<ni.e i^ore proved the Genfift* 
ft if wde9 *«?, Me all pf them l)«!»chef of ^ 

Observe, in the ne]^ place, ^ i^^aspn^ig 
of St. Pftfll ^ftnceriMng ^e justifying ^^ of 

(r) Rom. iu» 1^9 10-^2 j> }0» See alsg Rqm* !• r6^ t^f^ 
(t> Rom. 1!. t4f 25. See abo Ronu i. i8. aad ii, ^ sy. 
if) Rom* t. ftS*— 39. 
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the patriftith Abraham. ^ By faith he av^ 
the Patriarch to have heeii jusftfieJ ^, by faith; 
as contra-distinguished from ' works, ats opi- 
posed to ^orks (z^). Contra-disfinguisHed 
from what works ? Opposed to whiat. works ? 
The works of the Ceremonial Law ? No. 
The Ceremonial Law was not known undl 
fonrhnhdred additional yearihad rolled away. 
Even the only rite of that future law, whichi 
by anticipation, waaenjbined to the Patiiardi^ 
was not enjoined to him until after tlte |»- 
nod whenj^/VA was nckmedtd MmforrigU^ 
eousness. He received the sign of drcumcisiim; 
a seal of the righteousness of the faith wbidbhit 
had yet being uncireumcised. 'What then arc 
the works Which tfte Apostle ^excludes frtlfti 
bearing a part iiif 'thfe justification oFAl»^^ 
ham, but thdSfe of the^ IWoral hHi^'^ ArA 
Vvhat are the works but th6se crf^ thd'MoM 
Law which the Apostle' excludes imiversdUy 
froiti bearing a part in the justification of 
men, when he proceeds to state tihat all meii» 
whether Jews or Qentiles, must be justified 
according to the pattern of the fiuth of tho 
Father of the faithful ? 
' In the next place, attend to the' several 
characteristic marks, which St. Paul attri- 
!bute8 to the. law concerning which he speaks^ 

* • Hear 
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Hear him describing this very law, of which 
he is afHrming, Nam we are delivered frorr^ 
the laWy that being dead^ (as to its cc^ndcm* 
ning power over true believers,) wherein we 
were held {w) ; hear him immediately de^ 
scribing this very law not only as b^fyy just^ 
and good (x), terms much more applicable to 
a Moral than to a Ceremonial Law, but as 
spiritual {y) i an epithet applicable only to a 
Moral Law. 

Again : it is a law, by which is the knqw-^ 
ledge of sin. By the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified in His sight : for by the 
law is the knowledge of sin (z). Is this cha- 
racteristic the more applicable to a Ceremo- 
nial or to a Moral Law ? Is it here descrip- 
tive of the Ceremonial or of the Moral Law ? 
TThe Apostle will answer these inquiries : / 
bad not known sin but By the law : for I had not 
known lusty except the law had said^ T!hou shalt 
not covet {a). Of what law is the command- 
pent, ^hou shalt not covet ^ a precept ? The 
Apostle, by producing a precept of the Alo- 
y^ La\v as a specin^en of the l^w concerning 
v\rhich hediscourscs., demonstrates that lav^ 
to l)e;the Moral Law. 

Again jT-r if it c&n be needful to acciunut 

{i|) Roiii.' iii. 20. (aj Rom. viit 7^ 
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late farther -pfobf, Si Patil, when reasoninij 
concerrtih^ flic law vvWch cannot justify, 
alludes, tti more places than one, to ifans^ 
jpresthm of it {b). In another passage hii teib- 
criipHfies the nature of these transgressions «*• 
tbrdafs that are cpen sepulchres — tvngues tha 
have used deceit^--' tips under which is tbepoisih 
cf asps -^tnouths full of cursing and Bitterness -^ 

feet smfi fo ibed blood {c). Of which law, thfe^ 
Ceremonial or the Moral, are the deeds \ti 

question transgressions ? * 

Onee ttiore. The ApOstte, still de$CribShj| 
that law by Hobich it is evident that tio niaH is 
Just if ed, pronounces, that as many as art ^ 
the; Ht>orks of (he laW are under the curse ^ fhr it 
is writfeny Cursed is every oHe that eontiAUitb 
ndt in all things niohich are witten in the Bdbk 
bf the tsaif) to di them {d). Turn fo the 
chapter (^). where the law has written its 
curses, and mark who arc the objects of 
them. The idolater : the man that setteth 
light by his &ther or his mother : he that 
removeth his neighbour** land-mark: he 
^at maketh the blind to wander out of .the 
♦Wiy : he that perverteth the judgea|ient cf 
the stranger, the fatherless, and the Vnoow i 

(i) Romviv« 15* ▼• I3# 
It is to be observed, that St* Paul 
Gcatilei* {Jj 0al. iiu. |9» I u (#) Jkni. lam. i'5. "sQ* 
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he that is in any respect unchaste : nc tha£ 
smiteth hiis neighbour, sectietly: he ttiit 
taketh rfeward to slay the ihAwcnt. Are 
these Ceremonial offences ? is the law whlcfi 
denounces its cUrSte against Aem, the Cerei 
monial Law? 

On the whole then, need we to hesitate in 
affinmng that Sl Raul, when labouring tcr 
istabiish the grand principle of the Gospel; 
that a man is j*stxfied only by faith in tfife 
itonittg blood of Christ withotit the deeds 
of the law ^ had principally in view not th^ 
Ceremonial but the Moral Law? Me. had 
the Ceremonial Law avowedly in contettipk- 
tion; because by it the JfeWs soug(ht to feti 
justified. Hfe had the Mol^l Law printl- 
pally before him ; becausfe irt fevery age thii 
natural pride of the humati heart, and hiis- 
takes respecting scriptural doctrine. Would 
concur in impelling men, whether of Jewish 
or of Gentile stock, to trust, ^together bf 
in part, to their moral works for justificatioii 
before God. 

Consider whether this concf usidii, at whkh 
wc have at length arrived, is not ohe which 
milsi approve itself to every unprejudiced 
mind. Is it posiible that wc can b6 jtiftlfied 
by the Moral Law ? Its language respectbg 
justification .i$» T6e man iwii^h , doetb these 

F 4 things 
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things shall live by them (/). Have we dono 
them ? Have not \vt transgressed the law 
times withcfut number ? Are not we in some 
point continually offending against it ? And 
can wc be justified by a law which we have 
broken? Perhaps you say, " In^ various 
^^ points we have kept the law/* Be the 
fact allowed. Of what avail is it as to jus- 
tification under the law? Th? Jaw justi- 
fies or condemns : pronouiipes mnocept or 
^ilty. Can it pronounce ^ man innocent 
who has broken it ? Cursed is the man whq 
^5Witiimeth not in all things which ^re writT 
ten in the book of the law to do them. Is, 
not the ca$e the same under human laws i 
He who transgresses against a single statute 
pf the lapd is condemned ^nd punished by 
his countiy as a bad subject. \n transgres- 
sing against that statute he is guilty ^ in the 
language of St. James, of ally guilty of 
transgressing against the authority ctf the 
yrhole law, and of the legislatvurer He who 
offends in a single point agamst the Moral 
t^aw of Qpd, sins against the authority. of 
t;he vfJiQle law, ^nd pf Gqd, who commands! 
the;pj>gpj:v^nce, of the whole. Can such a, 
inanj^pan ai;iy m^n, be justified by the law ?, 
^b^ tawwprkeib wratL For Mllbaw sinned^ 

(/) Rom. X. 5. Gal. iii. i», 
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an J come short •ftbe Glory of .GQ4{g)^ Nay, 
even if we were to look for salvation ta 
single actions i if we might sufy>ose o\ir 
transgressions put aside^ and heaven sus- 
pended as the reward of one deed perfectly 
answering the demands of the Moral I4w j 
where should the deed be found ? ^* Was the 
'* motive perfectly pure in all points, inune- 
•*' diate and remdte ? In the progress from 
" the motive to the executicm, did no tinge 
** of evil insinuate itself i In the execution 
'* itself, did no feeling of wrong temper, no 
*^ emotion of discontent, of pride, or of 
" vanity, arise ? Didst thou perform the 
" deed as. soon as thou oughtest to have 
" done ? Didst thou perform it as cheer- 
" fully? Didst thou p«:form it as weU as 
" thou wert able ; and as well as, by a fit 
" use of the means of knowing My will, 
" thou mightest have been able ? Didst thou 
*^ pray as fervently as becaili^e thee for grace 
^' to act in this instance aright ?"— What 
human dped could stand the scrutiny ? What 
^human <leed can have whereof to glory before 
Gody . can claim . reward not of grace but of 
debt {h) f Where is the hope of justification 
by the Moral Law of God? Where is the 
^ope of justification by morality ? 

^f) Rom. i\u 23. i?. ij.* (b) Roin. it. 2, 4. 

Behold 
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fiehold also, tirttifcf a variety and ah aj)pa-t 
itnt discordance of fexpression, the consistent 
hartnOtty<)f the* Scrijptural doctrine conccrtl-. 
ing jilstificatibri. iThe procuring cause di 
our justification is the atoning blood kA 
Christ. At one tiine therefore it is said, 
that we are justijied by His blood {i) : at an- 
othen^i' with a similar meaning, that we arc 
juHiJied in the ntime of the Lord yesus{k). 
Irh^ ihstrurhent by which exclusively an in- 
f feYfcSt in that blood can be obtained, is faith. 
Hence it is so frequently declared, either 
simply, that we artjustifed by faith ; or with 
additional terms more pointedly shutting out 
the concurrence of works either of the Cere- 
monial or of the Moral Law. As the entire 
J)lah of salvation by faith in the blood of a 
Redeemer is a dispensation of wholly unme- 
rited mercy : we are also described as Jus fifed 
freely y justified by grace {I). As there arose 
persons who, neglecting St. Paul's definition 
of justifying faith, that it is a faith ni)hich 
worieth by lGve{m), supposed or pretended 
that a barren faith, a speculative and unpro- 
ductive assent of the understanding, sufficed 
for justification : St. James, with equal wis- 

(«) Rom. r. 9. H) i Cor. yi. 11. '" 

(/} Rom. iii* 24. Titt Hit 7* (m) Gal.v* 6* 

dom 
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dpm and energy, maintains that fdi^h which 
hd^ not ntbris cannot save } that fditb without 
'mrh is dead^ being aloTte ; that a mah is Justin 
fed by 'WoriSy and not by faith only\ny) not 
by feith ^hich is alofte : maintains, not th^t 
Mrorks can possess any justifying ifterit, (fot 
Such a position would have been iri-gtoticite- 
able not merely with every part of St. PauVs 
reasoning, but with the great doctrine of 
jtfStifteatioh ofily through the blood of a 
Il6dftehlfer,) but that a faith which d66S tiot 
iptt)Vfe i«elf to be geniiine by works is A6t f h* 

iaith which justifies. 

fo'r let it t^t^ be carefully borne in mind, 
that, when tiie inefRcacy of works has beeft 
hetc set forth, and established on scriptural 
atttteiHty, it has been their inefficacy as to 
justijicdttoh : their utter incompetency to pro- 
duce aiiy claim of merit before God, to abide 
the Scrutiny of His law, to countervail a 
Sn^e trahsjgressioh, to remove guilt, to con- 
fer righteou^hcss. But are hot good workii 
(Ssehtiai to salvation ? Essential! Altogether 
ihdispehsable : indispensable as though they 
w^fe to jusHfy. Since they cannot contri- 
bute to jukl|lcatioh, it is as evidences and 
jriiits of faiiii'^at they are imjpoftant. Bui 
^' 'such .they aire so iinportaht, that without 

,,^) ^ames, ii. 14, ij, 3o> S4. 

them 
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them no man shall see the Lord. Are good 
works then conditions of salvation? This 
contested term is objectionable or irreprehen- 
sible according to the sense in which it is 
employed. If it be intended, that good 
works are a meritorious condition of salva- 
tion ; the meaning is totally unchristian. If 
the sense be, that they are an indispensabU 
condition 5 it is scripturally correct. Th^' 
difference is manifest. Were a condemned 
criminal assured by his judge, that, on com- 
ing forthwith to the judge*s door, he should 
receive a free pardon and a noble donation : 
his attendance at the appointed place would 
be an indispensable condition, but not a meri^ 
torious cajuse, of obtaining the promised be- 
nefits. Be ye rich in good works. Though 
they can do nothing towards the purchase of 
salvation j as qualifications to make us meet 
for receiving the gift of it^ they are indispen- 
sable. Expect not from them justification, 
which is not within their scope. But by 
them, as a tree by its fruits, shall a living 
faith be known. Every one of thein is a 
sacrifice acceptable ^ nvell-pleasing to God.^ * .Ac- 
cording to the measure of theniy shall be the 
gracious recompense of the righteous. Not 
one of them shall lose its reward. Be dili-. 
gent in them, be consistent in them, be 

persevering 
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persevering in them, for the sake and to the 
glory of the Lord Jesus Christ : and thus 
lay up for yourselves, through His merits, 
a more and more abundant treasure in 
heaven. * 
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SERMON V. 

On Living after the Flesh, or after the 

Spirit. * 



Romans, viii. 13, 14* 

P^^i ify^ iive after the flesh, ye fl^dll die. Bui 
if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeSt 
of the body, ye shall liye. For as many as 
are led by the Spirit of Gody they are the Sons 
of God. 

TF one of your children, my brethren, ar- 
, rived at years of discretion, was about to 
be placed in some worldly situation, by which 
he was to gain his livelihood; there would be 
some points, material to his future success, 
concerning which you would feel desirous of 
being satisfied. You would ask 5 Is there a 
fair prospect, that if he shall be diligent, and 
in other respects shall conduct himself pro- 
perly, he will succeed? Suppose yourself 
convinced that, on his diligence and good 
behaviour, his success might be regarded as 

cj^it^P* Y^^ would then perha]^s enquire^ 

II ' whether 
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whethcT tji^e^picthod of cofldwtuig^^h^^ :^^sw 
ness aright is easy to be known. Su]^at 
yourself fuUy assumed tha,t it is* Yon .^puld 
probably ^sk in the next place, whether suCf 
cess will bring with it ady^uit^ges; snfiiciqitLy 
great to .compensate the labour i;u:\d th^ 
anxiety necessary to obtain success. Suppose 
y)urself tQ have corpplete prooi^ that th^ 
^d vantages, would abundantly rep^y s^ tl^e 
trouble, of every Jdnd, w^^^cb may be ^eeclf^l 
in order to acquire t^cngu You wQuld na^ 
confessi that entire sa,tisf action has been give^ 
to you ; that it would be ajkpgether unyc^^onr 
able to expect any, tlUi^g n^e. But what if 
R by-standejr ^^re ifP ?^y to jqu :, ":AU thftt 
you have h^^rd is ^tme. Yqu must, hqyrf 

-iver. ref»ei^W>;.th?i K pur son shwl# 
•* turn.puft idle, and ^nprinciple;d, he will npf 

V succeed in bis. bijisiness, and will undoi^bt- 

V ^dly bring uponlj^ypself ^b^me and distre^s^^J 

Yoii w^uld answer : " In that case he wiU 
" deserve them. If the way to s\iccess i^ 

" plainly pointed out to Jxinii ; if success may^ 
be d^erued certain, provided tb^t be wil^ 
f plJQw this plai^ way > and if the recomr 
pense which he will gain is much mPf^ 
" than a sufficient return for his exertions : 
" yrh^ more can be desired ? If wit;b s\ich 
'^ prQ5pei;^s ^ shall wUfu^y t^Hs % road to 

" ruin. 
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rain^ he will have no right to complain o£ 

the consequences.** 

Now turn your eyes to the text ; and ap- 
ply to your own situation, your own pros- 
pects, your own conduct, the reasoning 
which you have perceived, I apprehend, t6 
be just in the case that has been represented 
concerning one of your children. St. Paul here 
brings before you the nature of that condi- 
tion, in which you are placed upon earth, 
that you may obtain an inheritance of hap- 
pmess in the world to come. He declares to 
you the way which you must follow, if you 
would succeed in your pursuit of eternal 
glory; the certainty of success, if you will 
faithfully persevere in the appointed road; 
isind the vastness of the reward prepared for 
the servants of Obd. At the same time the 
Apostle distinctly shews to ydti ■ the- path of 
destruction ; and the iinavbidablie and over- 
whelming miseries, 'which await all wh6 
pursue it. ' 

Let us consider, with devout supplication 
for the guidance of divine grace, the several 
parts of the text in the order in which they 
stand. 

I. If ye live after the flesh ye shall die. 
A momentous declaration, sihiple, awefiil, 

5 and 
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lind aki^nq^^ 1 ^]^ is jl^e coutse of action 
^rhich it spe^e$>? .W^Mtti? 1^. consequence 

llcipd tfeatcpnsi^^^^ ail.the.pos- 

fwitypf^Uep -^^ a na- 

^e,iflL k?clif, p59j[>Cft9.?iin, 9yer$efrom.holi- 
pcjw, helpjcsfs^gsi Wt icffipUt^^ What this 

DB^WP ^?:»?appe^^>y tlive totswhkh it hcacs} 
fflPjifff yWEds^ by-tljie wp?ksifl^h it pirodi^ccs. 
^^4 A^^ '!miks.rf4bfijlffb aretmnifeit ; unckan^ 
>ms^i^y^Vf}m^yid9ffttry, wUhcrafi^hatrei^ 
n)4friani^^ efpuifltims^ ^wnfthy strif/y seditions^ he^ 
rjMs,fifgixy^rigs,9tfr4erSy dr^iennessyrevsllvigs, 
^dfiff;bl(ke(aj. Sxjifl]^ is the nature which 
4§sfCfnds fr^ g^i>ei:ation tagoieration. Tjbat 
vMck is bornjf fffe flefh is fie$b,{b). The 
4^i;e^f nts pf corrjapt parej^ts must he in 
ti^r nature. jrprrjapt. In ojar ^e&h.dwelietb 
V iopdrfbi^. TTo live after the flesh is to 
ft^l the desires jtftkf flesb (c) : to pursue 
t^Qse eyil courses, to which .of ourselves we 
ai;e d'^^posod : to obey the suggestions of the 
ca^ffol nundy which is enmity against God (d) • 
I^t \t, be carcfojly observed, how very large. a 
WQport^pn of the iniquities enumerated by 
St. iP|iul, as instances and spedipens of the 
nfiar^.tf the Jlesby^vt not only offences against 

ifi) Gal. Y* 19— 21* {h) John^in. 6. (r) Ephes. Sr }• 
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God, but also transgressions with respect td 
inen 5 not only violations of piety, but alsd 
breaches of inorality* Being by nature des^ 
titutc of love to God, we ai*e oi course devoid 
of any natural disposition, either to controul 
our appetites, or to love our neighbour, for 
the sake of God* Every deed of immorality 
is natural to us; is a work of the ftesh*\ i^ a 
portion of the <drndl mind^ which x> in^ 
mity against God (d) ; is a part of that natural 
tram of dispositions and proceedings, with a 
reference to which the word of God "pro- 
nounces the solemn warning : If ye live after 
the fleshy ye shall die. Of such a life the con-* 
sequence is death. If ye live after thefiesh^ye 
shall die. So also speaks the apostle in th^ 
preceding verse ; ^o be carnally niindedis death. 
Now what is intended in these passages by 
death ? Not merely the loss of this mortal life^ 
the separation of the soul from the body. Fof 
this death all men experience, ^here is^ in 
this respect, one event to the righteous and to the 
wicked (e). What more then is c6mpre* 
hended, for it is evident that something 
more is comprehended, in the death which 
awaits those who live after the flesh 1 Let^ 
St. Paul explain his own meaning* After- 
having mentioned, in the passage which has' 
been quoted firom his epistle to the GalatiaAS, 

{i) Roi9. Till* 6t 7* (#) Bcdci. iz. i. 

the 
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the principal Works of the flesh, he addis this 
aweful declaration : Of ^bkh I tell you before^ 
concerning which deeds I now apprise you 
beforehand, as I ha*oe aho told you in time past ^ 
thai they 'Who do such things shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God (f). Those who do not Sn^ 
herit the kingdom of God, shall be con-^ 
demned for ever to the place of punishment^ 
Vhich is prepared for the devil and his angels^ 
Here then is the death of which St; Paul 
speaks in the text, as Remaining for those who 
in this world live after the flesh j namely, the 
lake of fire ^ which is the second death (g). For 
them is reserved, after the conclusion of the 
present life, the everlasting destruction of 
body and soul in helL 

II. From this second death, however, this 
death eternal, deliverance is secured to those 
\^\\o put off the body of the sins of the fie sh (h). 
Hear the promise graciously extended to you 
on the part of God. If ye through the Spirit 
do mortify the deeds of the body ^ ye shalUive. 

What is it to mortify the deeds of the body? 
It is to act in stedfa^ opposition ta the cor- 
rupt inclinations of your nature ; to abstain 
from fleshly lusts, which war against the soulj 
to bring your evil desires into subjection, to 

(/) Cal. v.aa. [g] Rev, xx. 14. {b) Col.u. ix« 
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the law of .Christ; to labour not oftly to 
withstand their influence, but practlci^y to 
root them out of your bosom, 

But how is this victory over nature to be 
won ? Can we change our own hearts ? Can, 
we cause ourselves to hate the $inful pursuit, 
on which our afiections are fixed ? Can we 
make ourselves, as it were, afresh, into new 
creatures 5 into beings wholly different in 
wishes, principles, and conduct ? It is impos- 
sible. What then is to be done ? Are we 
to sit down in despair ? No. T^hat which is 
import ble with men^ is possible with God. Thp 
means of success are made known to us, and 
placed withhi our reach. We are to mortify 
the deeds of tlie body through thi Spirit. 

Of all that is good in fallen man, the Holy 
Spirit of God is*the author. By the suffer- 
ings of our Redeemer, the: grace of the-Spif)t 
has been purchased for every one of us. That ' 
Holy Spirit is able, and He offers, to create 
us afresh in Chiist Jesus s to create a clean 
heart and renew a right spirit within us. Jf 
•we commit ourselves to His guidance in hu- 
mility and singleness of heart, he will «t 
us fiw from the bondage of sin. He will 
tnligliten our vmderstandings to discern the 
wretchedness of our natural state 5 the gr^- 
ness of the guilt wliich we have contracted^ 
thchopebsBness of every attempt which we 

5 can 
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tan make to atone by our own. works for past 
iniquities, or to walk by our own strength 
according to the divine commandinfent^ for 
the time to come; and the necessity of flying 
for salvation to the only deliverer, the Son'of 
God> who died' for us upon' the cross. The 
same Spirit will also ^ercise his transform* 
ii^ power over our hearts. He will chan^ 
their original bent and inclinations^ He 
will cause us to abhor evil; to abhor it be- 
cause it i« evil ; to hate the sinful desds' in 
which we formerly delighted; to act upon 
new principles*; to set our affections on ntew 
objects; to be zealo?us in. new purswits. For 
the Holy Spirit of God, if we resist him not, 
will not leave his* work imperfect. Anrir imv- 
perfect indeed would it be,, if we could sup- 
.poSe that his influefti^e, after it had* expelled 
the love, of sin from^ tlic heart, wowJd- stop 
diort without planting there the kve of righ* 
ttousiless; after it had purified tftie outward 
(Tonduict from positive transgression^ would 
not lead the man forward to activity ifi good 
wosks. The Spirit of God is the Holy Spi-. 
pit, th Spirit of holiness i His aimi, his pu^r- 
pttsci, i& to rhake liw hoJy. TAe fruit of the 
Spirit y is in all goodness^ rigHtfomness^ trutby 
jfif^ peace y lomg-^sufferingy gentleness ^ f^tby 
meekness y temperance (i). The wisdom from 

(l) Gal* v. 22> 23. Eph. T.9. 
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abovCy which he giveth, i$ first pure ^ then peace* 
uhle^ gentle^ easy to be intreatedy full of mercy 
and good fruits y without partiality ^ and without 
hypocrisy (k). Remark now, while you con- 
tei^plate this catalogue of the fruits of the 
Spirit, the ample space occupied by those 
duties which belong to the class of morals^ 
Remark that, as every immoral action is na- 
tural to man, is one of the fruits of the flesh ; 
so every act of morality, of real morality, of 
morality including the motive as well as the 
deed, of morality having a reference to God, 
is and must be z, fruit of the Spirit. In these 
fruits of Christian morality, no less than in 
those of piety, whosoever is sanctified by the 
Spirit will strive to abound more and more. ' 
Whosoever is sanctified by the Spirit will be 
earnest and diligent to glorify God by faiths 
jfiil obedience, even as wicked men are to com- 
mit sin. He will be as zealous to keep his 
body, and bring it into subjection, as they affe 
to gratify every sensual desire. He will study 
to love his neighbour as watchfully as they 
seek selfish advantages. He will labour as 
anxiously for the Spirit, as they labour for 
the flesh. Having no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, having his con- 
jcienfe purged from dead works to serye the 

(i) James, Hi. 17. 

living 
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living God; he will work the works of God, 
he will shew forth the work of faith^ and the 
laboiir of love, no less than the patience 6f 
hope. 

The hope of those who ^re governed by 
the Spirit, is a hope which maketb not ^sk^medf 
For what is the word of promise ? Ifyo 
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the 
body^ ye shall live. What is the life here in-f 
tended? Is it merely the prolongation of 
existence into another state of being? That 
prolongation i§ common to the righteous and 
the wickcdf Is it simply the restoration of 
the body from the grave ? In that restora-r 
tion the wicked shall partake. What then 
does the life promised to those who live after 
the Spirit imply ? It implies, in the first 
place, pardon of sin, deliveranj:e from hell, 
Ihere is no condemnation to them nvbieh are in 
Christ Jesus^ who walk not after the fleshy but 
after the Spirit (I) , Bijt farther, it comprises 
glory y honour^ immortality ^ as branches; Qi eternal 
life(m). T^ future life in reserve for the 
wicked, \s a portion of tf\e second dfqtp. He 
who in the present world has lyalked in the 
Spirit, he, who has had his fruits unto holi- 
ness, shall find the end tp be life, even blessed* 
ness, everlasting. He shall not come into con-* 

RqmtTiu* l* (m) Rom. ii.?. 
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Hi ^edl'b6(!6i!he iiptc^siS^t of thstt Idhgddifi 
^tfna thrfe M Hb uk>tt <i&tte.' In th6^r6* 
sence of that Redeemer who has deelkt<6d[ 
f^dsm>^ bHi&^tb in nfe shU nini^ d^i fo) ; 

of tfaaVRed!edi^)erwhb'K» not duly desti:oy«3 
the poWtt of dfeath,' btxr KaS passed the si&i* 
tatict of dsstrud^n' up6n death itsdf ; lift 
shaQ live World vv^hotit end. Itafi$oiti6[| 
from the graV^' t^M. att the last day, his w§^ 
^^tibld shdf prat Oft incorrc^tibh }^ his riibf- 
ia^ty dhall'^m oil iihftiortaitiCy. Thdii d^h h9 
dfe iK/i»<>pe,- foi- he is ntadd c^iual' unto th<? 
aftj^ls^ And Ais lifir shkil be evr^lastiili^ 
I^S9. In- £he feaSnis to v«^faich he i3 exalte,- 
hSt- ohlj^ i^ tl«*e h6 d^aXh'i Mif ndtWei* i* 
ihiSfe Crying nor pain V -for th6 fot-cAet' thiri^ 
ar6 passed i^way^ He'Sftands throlighi^^t^ 
dtemity before God,- iri ^h(^t presefKeisf M.' 
A«ss of joy, atwf at wli6Se right h«nd' ^ 
pkaisures' f6r tfttiabit. 

III. Bat whtnoe iis it tha^- s^ft a bfed^ 
hope is ii^ stoi'e fo^ the foilotXrei's of rii^ht66^Bf8« 
mss, agatnsif fhe a^ptiaHi^g.i^ th'^ 1^6 G6(f 
and OUT Savibbr J^s' Gh&rait ? WBteridt' ^ 
it t)iaf gl6)ri)is so fa!^' siiif{^»% the 'vkix^if^ 
tj^Dn- of many shsdl be pb^red fortte fl2r6i^lb» 

(«) JoHni ■^. i4.' (•> JdMi^ia 95* S. 
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oat cndlefes s^es, upon the spirits of just mtft 
rttikde perfect r The apostle explains the 
itasbh; As many as are led by the Spirit of 
Godi they are fbe Sons of God. Such are the 
ftche^ of the mercy of God, the Father, to 
all-whb ar6 sanctified unto obedience by his 
S'l^irit's that he regards them as his owit 
children, as' bf ethreh^ of his beloved Son, the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and for his sake admits 
ihtm* to enter into the fulness^ of the joy of 
tiieir Lord. 

They who ate kd by the Spirit^ arc hrH 
of the Spirit (p). They who are both of thd 
Spirit, 2ktb6rn ofGod(q). They have receivei 
ibe Spirit of adoption, niohereby they cry unto 
(Strd, Abba, Father, fb(^ Spirit itself bearetb 
^oAtfiest with their Spirit, that they are the chiU 
drtfi of God : ahd if children, then heirs 5 heirs 
tfGod, Undjdini Mrs with Christ (r). Thtsr* 
Lord Jesus hinlflietf iS rioi ashamed to call theni 
Ir&thfen (s). Ms concluding prayer for 
fltem to his heavenly Father, befote he suf- 
fered, was ; Father, I will that they Mso whont 
ihi^ bast given ine be with me where I am (t). 
U is by him tfeat cveiy felessmg which awaits 
fiicm K^ been purchased and prepared. It is 

» ■ ■ 

(^yjokniimy. {f)i John, Hi. 1,9, (»■) Robi^tSJ. 
IS— 17. (*) Heb. ii. tf. (*) ^Jm, xvU. 34. 
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by him that the enjoyment of eaph of those 
blessings will be conferred upon them. Be- 
cause, having been led by his Spirit, they arc 
adopted as his brethren, he shall put thengi 
into complete possession of that glory, which, 
as Lord of the universe, in his human nature, 
lie enjoys. Not only shall they be in a state 
of happiness, but they shall be for ever with 
him(u). Not only shall they be for ever 
with him, but they shall be like him ; for they 
shall see him as he is fvj. Not only shalj 
their vile body be rendered incorruptible^, in- 
capable of pain, qualified for happiness be^ 
yond our present comjprehqnsion ; but Christ 
^hall change it so that it shall be fashioned like 
unto bis own glorious body^ according to the 
working whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things to himself (w).. Not only shall their 
souls be blessed with knowledge of God, of 
his ways, of his works, to an extent which is 
at present incpnceivable } but their faculties^ 
shall be so exalted as tp resemble those of 
their glorified Redeemer. The spirits of just 
men made perfect, shall know even as they are 
^nown(x). Not oijly shall they be esta- 
Ijli^hed in bliss, surpassing the most ardent, 
Jiopes on which the imagination can dwell j 

\u) X Thes. iv. If. (71} I John,iiu2* (w) Philipp. iih t-l. 
:ix) 1 Cor.xiii« 12, 

but 
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but the height of glory to which they shall 
be raised shall be of the same nature with 
that, which belongs to the incarnate son of 
the Most High. To- him^ saith our Lord, 
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me on 
my throne ; even a$ I also overcame y and am set 
down with my Father on his throne (y). Thus 
eminently shall the righteous be recognjiscd 
as the Sons of God ! 

You perceive, my brethren, ' that it is only 
through the Spirit of God, that you can be en- 
abled to mortify the deeds of the body, tq 
attain to. living faith, and to work the works 
of Christian morality : only through him 
that you can escape eternal death, and gain 
possession of life everlasting. If they then 
that are in the flesh cannot please God : if the 
proof that ye are not in the fleshy but in the 
Spirit y be this, that the Spirit of God dwelletb 
in you: if any man, who ha^ not the Spirit of 
Christy is none of his {%) : how deservedly is 
that Holy Spirit pronounced, in the Liturgy 
of our church, to he " the Lord and Givei? 
f^ of life!'* 

Are you desirous to learn whether you arq 
living to the Spirit ? Examine yourself whether 
you be in the faith. F rove your o^ivnself whether 
your belief in the doctrine of the Lord Jesus 

(jr) Rev. $!• 2|t («) Rom* viii. 8» 9* 
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Christ, your love and gratitude and humilitjp 
towards your Creator, Redeemer, and Sane- 
tifier, be such as become the Gospel. Exd* 
mine yourself, prove yourself, whether your 
life be moral. If it be in any point wilfully 
immoral, you are living not after the Spirit, 
but after the flesh. And if you persist in 
thus living after the flesh, yoii shall die. If 
your conduct be moral, is it from theheaati 
Is it from prudence, or from conscience ? Is 
k for the sake of man, or of God ? If your 
morality, literaHy accurate as it may be, ia 
m>t ttl6 effect of faith which worketb by hve j 
it ti ntot after the Spirit, but after the ftesh. 
It is not Christian morality. In the sight 6i 
God it is not morality. 

Arc you anxibtis that the Holy Spifit 
sfiould lead you to eternal life ? Follow throe 
plain dii'ections pressed upon you in the 
Sc^tures, and your desires shall be accom* 
plished. 

First : seek for the grace of the Holy Spirit 
fey suitable prayer in* the n^riic of Ghristt:* 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my rtamt\ 
he wll give it you. Ask^ and ye shall bdve : 
steky and ye shall find : knitkj and it shall B^ 
opened unto ym. If ye^ being evil, know haw 
U give gdbd gifts unto your children : how muck 
more shall your heavenly Father give, tM Holy 

Spirit 
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Spirit to them that ask him (a) ? Observe 
now that these expressions describe earnest 
and persevering prayer. They do not in any 
respect accord with lukewarm or short-lived 
supplications. They teach you that, if you 
would obtain the gift of the Holy Spirit, you 
must first become sensible how greatly you 
stand in nqed of it; for otherwise you will 
not pray for it with fervency : and how con- 
tinually yqu st^nd in need of it : for other- 
wise you will not pray for it with constancy. 
Secondly : strive always to act up to the 
measure of the grace which you have received. 
To him that hathy to him who has faithfully 
endeavoured to live according to the helps 
with which it has pleased God. to furnish him, 
•mre shall be given^ ajid he shall have a^bundance, 
But from him who bflth not^ even that which he 
hath shall be taken away (b) . Ghcrish then 
ttfee good desires which rise in your mind ; 
.for it is by the Holy Spirit that they arc 
5)lanted there. Keep stedfast to th^ religious 
resolutions which you have formed ; for it 
is the Holy Spirit who has inclined you to 
.form them. Carry thejn promptly, and 
Jh^rtily into execution ; for it is by the 
iHoly Ghost that you are enabled not only to 

(tf) John, xvi. 25. Matth. vii. 7. Luke> xi. 13. 
{I) Match. XXV. ^. 

will 



94 O/^ Living after the Fleshy 

moill^ but to do. Study the Scriptures regu^ 
larly and devoutly; for the holy men of old 
who wrote them, wrote as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost. Be diligent, be sincerely 
pious, in attendance on all the outward or- 
dinances of religion; for through them the 
Holy Ghost dispenses his grace. Receive 
with a willing mind the instructions, public 
or private, of the ministers of the Gospel' j 
for, at the peril of their own souls, they are 
to feed and to watch over the fiocky over which 
the Holy Ghost has made them overseers. 

Lastly : Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God {c)^ 
by returning to sins which you have forsaken j 
or by allowing yourself to proceed in any- 
new course of iniquity. Knowingly to coa- 
tinue in any habit of transgression is to for-^ 
sake the Holy Ghost. It is not only to re- 
fuse to obey the influence of the good Spirit 
of God : it is to follow the guidance of the 
evil spirit, the adversary of God^ the devil. 
It is to provoke the Holy Ghost to depart 
from you ; to cast you off; to abandon you 
to yourself; and to the dominion of the 
powers of darkness. Keep then your heart 
diligently, that neither wrath, nor eiivy, nor 
hatred, nor impurity, nor covetousness, hor 
deceit, nor discontent, nor pride, nor worldly^ 

{c) Ephes* iv. 30. ' , 
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ftnxiousncss, nor any other unchristian dispo- 
sition, may harbour there. Review from 
time to time your outward conduct, that 
you may discover whether you:are indulging 
any practice unbecoming a servant of the 
Lord Jesus., Endeavour day by day to grow- 
in grac!? ; to. gain more and more the mas- 
tery, through the Holy Spirit, over your re- 
maining corruption. Then will he preserve 
you under his care. He will advance you in 
spiritual understanding, in spiritual strength, 
in saving faith, in moral attainments. He 
will make you more and more meet to be a 
partaker of the inheritance of the saints in 
l;ght, and will seal you unto the day of re- 
demption. 






t i 






. t » 



. . t • 






SER- 



I 96 i 



SERMON VI. 

The Love of God with the whole ^e^mut 
an Inducement to strict Morality. 



Matthew, xxii. 37. 

^Tbou shalt love the Lord thy Ood with att ify 
Hearty and with all tby Soul^ and with M 
thy Mind. 

TN the time of our Saviour's ministry, 
many of the Jews appear to have ima- 
gined that some of the commandments of 
God were in their nature of much higher 
excellence than others : that the observance 
of these was of much greater cbnsequencc, 
was much more acceptable, than the observ- 
ance of others : nay, so important, so ac- 
ceptable, that strict obedience even to one of 
these principal commandments would excuse 
the neglect of the remainder, and prove suf- 
ficient for the attainment of salvation. A 
teacher of the Jewish law, whose attention 

had 
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liad bedh raised by the wisdom' ofttur Lord's 
discourses^ partiy from a desire to prove the 
depth of that wisdom, and partly for hi« own 
instruction^ proposed 1^9 ^uestiofr : Master^ 
v>Bicb is the ^reat^ commandrtient in the lanxf% 
As though he had said 4 ^^ Upon this poin^ 
^^ pur eminent Rabbis are not agreed. Some 
^* are of opinion, that the (iommandmente 
" which relatfe to the offering of sacr^icds 
^* are entitled to the highfest .rank. Others 
^* give this honouf ta other command- 
" ments. What sayest thou ? Which 
** commandment dost thou consider as the 
^* chief of all the commandments ?'* Our 
Saviour, referring him to the words df 
*Moses,^ which, if weH considered, might 
have ' prevented the enquiry (tf), replied ; 
^bou shcAt love the Lord thy God^ with ail 
^hy heart y and with all thy soul^ and with all 
thy mind. This is the first and great com^ 
mandment. 

If this be the first and great command- 
tnent, to understand it, and to obey it, must 
ht of the first and greatest consequence. For 
4his purpose thea let us humbly enquire mto 
ihs meaning. 

1. Consider who it is^ whdm the com-' 

.,'. . H mandment 
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^a^idmcnt requires \xs to love. Jt is the 
iLfOrd our <jod. It is the great and gibrions 
fehovah, who inhahiteth eternity, whose 
.n^cne is :Holy. Why are we to love Him ? 
We awtoiovc-Him, bcca^iJse He is bey6hd.«x- 
^esoion worthy ctf our love. He possesics^^in 
imbouiidcd perfcctiiGm, every qiiality which is 
^servioxg of love. His goodness is infinite. 
His truth is unchangeahle. His mercy is over 
all His works. We are to love Him, became 
M^JiraJovedm{by Me created us ; created 
\r$ of His own free will ; created us that We 
;3irigbt be liappy ; that; w^ migJbt be happy fbr 
ever; th^ we might tie for ever happy to »udi 
;a degree as the mind of man is not at present 
;able to conceive. In Him we live and mo^e 
and have our being. He^s^pports by his 
protecting care, the existence whi^h he gave. 
He upholds us, and all things, by the word 
-of His power. He is always present wWv 
us, to guard us both from temporal and 
from ^spiritual evil. We are to love Him, 
^because, having first loved us, He fbrgwcth 
:all our sins, and healeth all ouriniquities. To 
the Lord our God belong mercies and for- 
givenesses, though we have rebelled agaiirrst 
Him. He has so loved the world, that He 
^[atve His only begotten Son, that whosoever 

{Jt) 2 Jofani iv. 19* 
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fcfeUeveth in Him sho^M n^t pel4sh, b«t 
should have everlasting life. The Son; OHe 
from tlie begihhkig With the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, todk our hatuf6 upbii Hifti j 
gave himself up to ht woundM foi- out trans- 
gressions, to be bi'uisfed for out iniquities; 
humbled Himself unto death, to death by a 
toode of dying singularly painful sind igno- 
aiinious, as a ransionl for us. Greater Ibvfc 
hath no man than, this, that a tnan lay dowft 
his life for his friends. Christ laid dbWii Hil5 
life for his enernies. How wonderfully in 
this tr^saction was rhanifested the tovfe of 
God ! Not only is tfee fenaity of guilt rfc- 
iitoved from all, who shall fly for ref(i|je t(> 
the Almighty Satiour : biirt the pettittft** 
«hall be treated as a Sofi wtio never had of- 
floaded. He shall be restored to the fulness 
of his heavfenly Fathcr^s favor : shall be filled 
by the Holy Ghost, the Sanctifier afid the 
Corttfotter, with grace and sti-eh^th and 
joy : shall be sup^rted from above ift Itfd 
iriid in death : shall reeeive back iiotct thtt 
grave his body, ho loh^er corrilptible, bUt 
af I'ayed in glory : shall dwell m heaven foi* 
ever. Such then is the Lord our God whoitt 
we are to love, the Father, the Schi, and>th(t 
Holy Ghost, our Creator, our Redeemer; 
out Sanctifier, our rbcfc of defence^ dW 

H 2 lights 
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light, our hope, our consolation, our exceed** 
ing great reward* 

II. The comrtiandment, in the next place, 
declares the measure of love which we owe to 
the Lord our God. Thou shak lo^e Him 
with all the bearl, and with all thy soul^ and \ 
vsith all thy ntind^ with all the faculties/ 
powersi and exertions of the body, and of the 
soul. The words of the commandment are 
so forcible, and so comprehensive, that it is 
difficult to add to them in the way of expla- 
nation, without weakening and narrowinj^ 
their meaning. They include every thing. 
The require every manifestation of love^ 
which, at any time, and in any manner, wc 
can render to the Lord our God, 

Do they then require too much? Arc 
you tempted to think them somewhat un- 
reasonable in their demand? While you 
allow that a large return of love is due from 
you to God 5 are you secretly disposed to say 
that a somewhat lower degree of love to Him 
than that which the text describes would have 
satisfied the claim ? Consider well with your- 
selves. Look to your hearts, your Bodies, 
your souls, your understandings, your pos- 
tcssions. Point out the faculty, the power, 
the atUiinment, the article of property, thcr 
possession, for which you do not stand in- 
debted 
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debted to the free goodness of God : and the 
* word of God will grant that with that facul- 
ty, with that power, with that attainment, 
with that article of property, with that pos- 
session, you are not bound to shew forth love 
to God. What do you produce ? Nothing ? 
No faculty, no power, no attainment, either 
of body, or of mind, no article of property, 
no possession, for which you are not indebt- 
ed to God ? Not one ? Not even one ? And 
yet you complain that you are required to 
love Him in every thing ! You owe to Him 
all that you are, all that you have, all for 
which you hope : and yet complain because 
you are commanded to love Him with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind ! 

Perhaps, however, you may state, that you 
do not think that the love which the text re- 
quires you to shew to the Lord your God, is in 
itself too great, or that any degree of love to 
God can be too great : but that you are at a loss 
to imderstand how this entire and constant 
surrender of the heart to the love of God can 
be compatible with the claims which your fa-, 
milies and friends have upon you affections, 
and wit^i the necesaaiy business of life* *^ If 
^* I am boi^nd," you say, " invariably to love 
<*. God with all my heart, and soul, and 

H 3 y mind j 
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mind J there s?ems no opening l?ft for" 
permission to love my fellow-creqtufes', 
strongly as the Scriptures command me to 
love all men, and especially those of my 
" own household. And if to manifest my 
" love to God must be my constant object, 
^* my continual employment ; how am J 
^* to discharge my worldly duties ? How am 
" I to be not slothful in lousiness ? How am I. 
^' to engage in business at all ? 

Now, my brethren, you may lay it down. 
I^s a general rule, that when the word of Goji. 
sets before you two commandments, wMch 
at first sight appear contrary each to thij. 
other ; you will not only find, on fait* ejca-. 
mipation, that they are not contrary each to 
the other, when rightly understood ; but you 
will also find, that to understand them rightly 
is not to take away the solid meaning, or ta 
Jessen the plain and natural force, either o£ 
thp one or of the other. And thus, ia tie 
instance before us, sober reflection will coiti 
vince you, that to love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and soul, and mind, will 
not interfere with warm affection to your 
families, your relations, your friends, nor 
with industry in your worldly callings ; and 
that to love your fellow-creatures, and dili- 
gcjice in your proper business, need not: to 

prewnt 
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prevent you from keeping the first and great, 
commandment of loving the Lord your God^ 
with all your heart, and with all your soul^. 
and with all your mind. 

To make these truths evident, we must 
examine more particularly what this com- 
mandment requires. 

To love God with all^our hearty and: 
soul, and mind, clearly implies, that we arc 
to love Him beyond comparison better than 
we love any other object. We are not to love 
any other object more than we love hinw 
For he, saith our Lord, that kvetb father or 
mother more than Me^ is not worthy of Me^" 
And he that lovetb son or daughter more tbair 
Mey is not worthy of Me {c). We are to love 
Him beyond comparison better than we love 
any other object. For if any man come unta^ 
Me, adds our Saviour, a?td hate not his father 
and mother, and wife^ and children^ and bre* 
tbren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also \: 
he cannot be my disciple {d). If the love which, 
a person bears to his dearest earthly object,., 
be not so inferior to his love to God, that it 
may in comparison be named hatred j h^r 
cannot be the disciple of Christ, he does not 
love the Lord his God with all hi$. heart. 
But is it not very possible to. love fether and; 

(<:) Match. ;c. 37. ^ (^ Lttkeyxm 9tf« 
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mother, and wife, and child, and brother, 
and sister warmly^, and yet to love them be-, 
yond comparison kss than you love God ? 
Is it not very possible to love each of them, 
with cordial affection y and yet to be at the 
same time willing to give up each o£ them 
and all of them, if duty to God should 
require the sacrifice; to be willing to offend 
each of them, and all of them, rather than to. 
fail in love to God, by breaking, in order to 
please them, the least of his commandments ? 
If your love to them, be it ever so affectionate, 
be kept thus in subjection to your love to. 
God; it interferes not with the first and 
great commandment. Nay more ; much more. 
Being an act of obedience to others of His 
commandments, which require you to che^ 
rish a tender love for those of your own 
household, for all with whom you are con^r. 
nectcd, for ail mankind s it is even itself ia 
its place and degree, an act of obedienpe>to 
that first and great commandment ; it is one 
of the tokens and testimonies that you are 
striving to love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with. 
t\\ your miiul 

In the next place j to love God in the man-, 
«er (Iccsribcd in the text implies, that we dc^ 

jai c Xix do ^U tbii?g^ affording tp His. wUl^ *nd 
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far. the advancement qf His glory. Wilfully 
tQ continue in any habit of sin is inconsistent, 
npt only with loving God with all our heart, 
and soul, and mind, but with any dispositions 
approaching towards that state. Faithful 
o))edience unto holiness is the fruit and the 
proof of love to God. He^. saith our Lord, , 
that hafh My commandments and keepetb tbem, 
he it is that lo^eth Me^ He that loveth Me not^ 
keepetb not My sayings (e). And if we are not 
anxious to promote the glory of God, it is ma- 
nifest that we do pot love Him. Fof what pur- 
pose is a christian to let bis light so shine before 
^neny that they may see his good works ? In order 
that they may be led to glorify bis Father who 
is, in heaven (f). How is he in his own con- 
duct to glorify God ? Herein^ answers our 
Lord, is my Father glorified 5 that ye hear much 
fruit {g). And what fruit? The fruit of 
righteousness, / pray^ saith St. Paul, that 
yei may be filled with the fruits of righteous-^ 
nesSy which are by fesus Christ unto the glory and 
praise of God (b). And what are the univer- 
sal directions delivered on this subject in the 
' Scriptures ? Whatsoever -ye do^ do all to the 
glory of Gody that God may in all things be glo-- 
ri^ed through Jesus Christ (/). He then who 

(/) John, XIV. 2 1, 24. (f) Matt, y i6. (g) John, xv. 8. 
lb) fhilijfp. ix. u. (i) I Cor. 3^. 3 1 . i P^t. iv. 1 1 . 
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is the servant of Mammon, not only does 
not glorify God, but opposes his glory : not 
only does not love God with all his heart, 
but does not love him at all. If you set your 
heart on worldly possessions; if youjiave your 
treasure upon earth ; if, as St. Paul speaks, * 
yon will be rich (>J); if you arc resolved to be 
rich at any rate, or are at least eagerly set 
upon being rich ; if you are pursuing your 
calling, whatever the nature of your em- 
ployment may be, in any deceitful manner, 
in any unjust way, or in a spirit of ambi- 
tion, or in a spirit of covetousness, or in 
short in a spirit of selfishness ^ you are 
not obeying God, you are not glorifying 
God, you are not loving God. But 
cannot business be pursued in other ways, 
with another spirit ? Cannot a worldly em- 
ployment be followed from christian princi- 
ples, for christian purposes, with christian 
tempers, according to christian rules ? Is it 
necessary that in your dealing you should 
be grasping, or imposing, or oppressive, or 
ambitious, or covetous, or selfish ? Is it not 
possible to obey God, to glorify God, to 
shew continual love to God, in your business 
and by your business ? Suppose yourself to 
know a person diligent and prosperous in hia 
worldly concerns, yet stedfastly endeavouring 

(i) I Tim. vi. 9. 

to 
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to please God in all his transactions: mt 
slothful in business^ but at the same time fer-- 
^ent in spirit^ serving the Lord {I). Olbserve 
such a person, before .he undertakes any plan, 
seriously examining whether it be just j whe- 
ther success in it will probably conduce to his- 
religiaus welfare, or at least will not be 
likely to injure it, ObseiTe him scrupulously 
shunning all artifices, all undue advantages* 
of every kind, in carrying on his concerns t- 
and though at the sacrifice of considerable 
profit, at the risk of much offence^ and 
even of much contempt, faithful in abstain-^ 
ing from breaking the sabbath, and from 
causing his servants to break it. Observe 
him in the midst of his occupations maintain- 
ing the habit of consecrating every day to God 
by prayer, and by meditation on the Scrip- 
tures, Obsei^e him, when riche3 encrease, 
not setting his heart upon them, but living 
detached from them as a stranger and a 
pilgrim seeking a better country. Observe 
him, when troubles and disappointment3 
arise, not only resigned, but cheerful, always 
(indfor all things giving thanks (m). Observe 
him ready to distribute (n) ; ever willing to 
communicate to the distressed of the talents 

(J) Rom. xii. II. (to) EpK. V. 20^ 

(n) I Tim. VI, i^. 
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cntnistcd to him, and through a principle 
of christian charity, as the steward of God* 
Observe him watchful to make his very busi-^ 
i>css an uistrument of promoting reUgion, by 
encouraging piety, by countenancing chris^ 
lian morality^ by checking sin, by spreading 
religious knowledge, in the. circle in which 
lie moves, especially among his own depen- 
dents. What shall be $aid of such a cha-* 
racter? That man, whoever he may be, 
whatever his line of life may be, while he 
labours with induftry in his lawful c^ling^ 
is seeking first the kingdom of God and Hit 
righteousness* While belays up treasure 
fv himself, he is also rich towards God^ 
lU^ k>v« livxi, his very exertions in his busi- 
\\^;3^ ^^v^ 4«xv"^g die proofs that he loves God, 
^ vth ;itl hi$ hxArt, and with all his soul, and 
\\ith ^Ik hi^minvK Go and do thou likewise. 

\ k^x^ exv Kxthrai> that if we are i,mpar- 
tv.U in vXKUiMiirv^ our own feelings ^nd pro- 
K\%\Uu^<> with this first and great comiiiand^ 
iwvuu wt vvh^l^ fiml that our love to God is 
i\uu h uKXxr vlct^viivc than vve have been ac- 
\ usUMX^vCvl tv^ v<upj*Ok<c* IIow httle do we act; 
^5t if wc lovcvl Govl with all our hearts ! If 
wc thu^lovtvl Him, our chief delight woul4 
W in thinking of Him, in semng Him, in 
olKying Him, in glorifying Higi^ Is this 

% ' the 
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the .<:ase with us ? No. We rather seem to 
.think of Him with reluctance; to look 
upon His laws as burthens ; to praise Him 
with lukewarmness \ to be indifferent to His 
glory. We measure out our service to Him, 
and with a sparing hand. We appear afraid 
of doing more for His sake than is abso^ 
Jutely necessary : desirous of contriving to 
have just %o much religion, and yet just a« 
little rehgion, as may be required to secure 
an entrance into Heaven. Is this state of 
the heart consistent with lo\ang God with 
all the heart ? Would such a state be pos- 
•sib!€, if we thus loved Him ? If a man loves 
a relation or a friend, does he limit himself 
to think of him no more than is absolutely 
necessary, to please him no more tlian is ab- 
solutely necessary ? How speaks the voice of 
affection ? Does it say ; " How little will be 
" sufficient for me to do for this person ?•' 
Is not its language this : " How much may 
" I be able to do for him ?" Does it say ; 
" Surely I have done enough already?" Is 
not its language ; " How should I rejoice in 
" an opportunity of doing more ?-'' My bre- 
thren ; if we are on the watch lest we should 
have too much religion, it is evident that 
we wish that we might be excused fronv 
having any. If we are careful lest we should 

love 
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love God too much, it is plain that we do 
not love Him at all. We may be afraid of 
Him, and may do various things through 
dread of Him; but we do not love Him. 
Be not apprehensive of having top much 
religion : be apprehensive of having too 
little. And too little you certainly have, if 
you are measuring it and weighing it, lest it 
should be too much. Men may cherish er- 
roneous views of religion : they may be 
injudicious in their ways of shewing their 
earnestness in religion : but to be too religious 
is impossible. Is it' possible to be too free 
from siiT ; too pure, too upright, too sincere, 
too peaceable, too affectionate, too fdrgiving, 
tjoo free from pride, and from covetousness, 
and from envy, and from discontent; too 
like unto the Lord Jesus Christ ? Is it poj-, 
sible to be too watchful for conscience' sake 
to render unto all their dues\ to love your 
neighbour as yourself:, to follow that holiness^ 
without which no man shall see the Lord ? Is it 
possible to be too 'earnest to escape the damna-^ 
tion of hell? Is it possible to be too solicitous 
to secure through .the blood of your Re- 
deemer an eternal inheritance of glory ? Is 
it possible to love the Lord your God too 
much ? He commands you to love Him with 
all your heart, and with all ycmr soul, and 

with 



an Inducement to strict Morality, in 

with all your mind. Can you love him 
more ? And do you love him sufficiently, if 
you love him lefs ? If we can talk of loving 
God too much, or of being too earnest in 
religion ; we sllew either that we ill under- 
stand what religion and the love of God are ; 
or that they are things for which in ouiv 
•hearts we have little relish. 

If to love the Lord your God with all the 
heart, and soul, and mind, is the duty of man; 
it is also his happiness. Kireat peace have they 
that hve thy law^ O Lord. There is nopeace^ 
saith my God, to fbe ivicked. Let them that 
love thy name^ be joyful in Thee: for Thou^ 
Lord^ wilt bless the righteous. God keepeib 
7nercy for them that love Him. If a man love 
Me^ My Father will love him : and we will 
tvme unto hi m^ and make our abode with him (o). 
So testifies the Scripture. • Is there not an- 
other witness? Yes: Experience. Enquire 
of those who, in their earlier days, lived 
without love to God; envying, harassing, 
deceiving, oppressing their neighbour, seek- 
ing satisfaction in their own devices, and 
succeeding in their pursuits after worldly 
objects and immoral gratifications ; but af- 
terwards were turned by divine grace into 

{o) Ps. cxix. 165. Is. Ivii. 21. Fs, V. i j, 12. Nehem. I* 5. 
Johsy xiv. 23. 
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fievv paths, were taught to set their affectidiw 
on things above, and principally on the Lord 
their God* They will tell you, that it is only 
since the love of God has been shed abroad 
in their hearts by His Spirit, that they haver 
known what it is to be happy. They will 
♦ell you, that in the wordly success, in the ' 
noisy merriment, in the sinful indulgences^ 
in which they formerly looked for delight^ 
they found emptiness, vanity^ vexation. 
They will tell you that^ iii proporticm as 
they have been enabled to love God more 
and more warmly, they have -enjoyed in 
greater and greater abundance that peace of 
God which passeth all understanding ; that 
they have enjoyed, in sickness as in health, 
in adversity as in prosperity, more and more 
of that serenity of soul, of those inward 
consolations, wluch the world can jtieither 
give nor take away. Shall the Scriptures 
*peak to you in vain ? Shall universal expe^ 
riehce be lost upon you ? . Will you persist in 
searching for happiness in the paths where 
millions have sought it in vain ; and flill 
refuse to feek it in the track where no one 
who sought it was in the end disappointed* 
May the Lord direct your hearts into the love 
of God {f). May He teach you to surrender 

(/) 2 ThciT. Jii- s. 
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them entirely unto Him, to fix them en- 
tirely upon Him; and to prove that you 
love Him above all things 6y loving for His 
sake your neighbour as yourself, and by 
living in all things unto the Son of God 
who died for you. 
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adopted in his in-» 
-^^-^ -tr'C^ ?'«' tr:^: ca:r?itar of Pharaoh as 
-,5j. <Kr, .:vvi .r:ri br wjts forty years of age 
j^» --r^ ccw^ oc :>:c K^irj of Egypt. In the 
^j^^v- ^-f :>Ji rxrisxt of his life, but in what 
.»,-05C v%L^ ^c 4* CK Scriptures do not men- 
-^•st^ 2c :xwr'«c i iiTi^c inmnation that he 
>.».* -SCi-^"''^ ^■'' ^ ^ person, who should 
j<»iv«- SK chil-irtn ot I$i3cl from that house 
^ xihia^ WhcEi he was now full forty 
-t..us vAoI he ^:nx^ir? to have imagined that 
;r»v :*ijte oc sho.r skl:%";:rance was come. He 
.♦<uc i^tK juxi Ux^ksd on their burdens, in 
^vcru-on :-"-it ,*v>ci« favourable opportu- 
-ut'- ww-vl <;V<vlilY arise of convincing his 
.jjiiu^'^'.^v:^. t'ai:. by his means, they were to 
^ v"C!Ctt\i tVsXU the o^nssion under which 
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On Brotherly Level ii$ 

they groaned. Soon did he conclade that 
the opportunity presented itself. Seeing oni 
df the Israelites suffer wrongs he defended him^ 
ahd avenged hini that ^a$ oppressed^ and smote 
the Egyptian. ^For be mpposed his brethren 
"would have understood holv that God by bis 
hand Would deliver them : but they understood 
not. Again going forth among them on the 
following day, he shelved himself unto them as 
they strove': he intierfered between two of 
them who wei'e engaged in a violent contest 
each with the other, and would havfe set them 
at one again ; would have caused th^ mu- 
tually to cease from offering injury, and 
would have reconciled them. • What was 
the argument which he employed to lead 
them to right tempers and right conduct ? 
It was this simple and dnphaitical truth: 
jS/Vij ye are brethren. • ' - 

In what respects were the Jews brethren ? 
In the first place, they were all descended 
from Adam and> Eve, the common parents 
of the human race. Thus were ihey aU 
bom of one blood, partakers of one nature. 
In this respect they were equafiy brethren to 
«ath other and to all mankind. But, in 
the next place, the general consanguinity 
of man with man vanished in comparison 
with the particular relation between Jew 
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and Jew. . The Jews had not to trace bacfe 
their origin to Atlani ia order Xo prove. 
themsclvcsr to he kindred* They , srt:oppe4. 
short two thovMKRfid yectrs from the creation,. 
They rested when they peached the patmrch 
Abraharn. From hup they all derived their 
birtl^j the common children of the father pf 
the faithful. Nay it was not *iecess^ry to 
continue thp search so high as Abraham^. 
All of them were the posterity of his grand* 

son Jacob. Farther; they wer§ ^ccustom(?4 
a^ requised to consider theaiselyes as bre- 
thren, in consequence of having already beeni 
in some measure foimed into a separate 
people, and kept apart by their manners and 
institutipns, both from the Canaanites while 
their ancestors were in Canaan, and from the 
Egyptians siqce they had cpme down into. 
Egypt* And lastly, though they liad not as 
yet;^en received as ^a nation into an oppn 
covenant with God, amidft the awful solfni-; 
nities accompanying the delivery of the law^^i 
iipon Mount Sinai j they were entitled to 
regard thei^isel^es as joint-heirs of the pro- .. 
raises made u*^;to Abraham, of the privileges 
and blessings, present or future, which: God^ 
had graciously pledged Himself to confer on . 
Abraham's posterity. 

These, we may presume, or the most im- 
pressive 



.^ / 



Cn Brotherly L&oe. 1 17 

prcssive of these, were the views which Moses 
endeavoured to bring before the two coh* 
tending Israelites, whom he was anxious to 
restrain from offering injury the one to the 
other. Let us observe with what justice cor- 
responding views may be presented to the 
consideration of Christians. 

Christians are the descendants of Adam 
and Eve 9 and, as such, partake of one blood, 
of one nature. They rannot indeed, like the 
Jews, trace up their origin to some common 
ancestor short of Adam : because, through 
the unbounded mercy of tfeir Heavenly 
Father, they are gathered out of many kin- 
dreds, and tongues, and peoples, and lan- 
guages, by Him who was to be a light to 
lighten the Gentiles, by Him in whom all 
the nations of the earth should be blesSed. 
Still, however, Christians, no less than the 
Jews, derive their earthly descent from the 
same stocks As the Jews were to have no 
communication with idolaters ; so likewise 
are the servants of Christ enjoined to keep 
themselves apart from an unbelieving worlcf, 
to have no fellowship with the workers of 
iniquity. They have heard the express com- 
mand. Come oHtJrom among them^ and be ye 
separate^ saitt) the Lord{a)\, and touch not the 

{d) 2 Cor. VI. i^, 18. 
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unclean thing > and I will riceive ycUj and will 
be a Father unto you^ and ye shall he My sons 
and daughters^ saith the Lord Almighty. And 
finally, the servants of Christ are put into 
possession of the covenanted blessings of 
Redemption, of which, in the days of 
Moses, the Jews in general had very faint 
ideas J blessings which, even after the delivpry 
of the law, were dimly discerned through 
the veil of emblematical ordinances. To 
Christians is. distinctly-revealed that effectual 
atonement through the blood of the Lord 
Jesus, which was obscurely .shadowed forth 
by the sacrifices of the Temple. To them 
is clearly disclosed that genuine sanctification 
by the grace of the Holy Spirit, which was re* 
presented under figures by the washings and 
other purifying rites ordained in the Ceremo* 
nial Law. To Christians is unfolded that glo- 
rious rest which remaineth in Heaven for the 
people of God, of which the rest to be en^ 
joyed in the land of Canaan was but a type. 
May it not well then be said unto Chris- 
tians J Sirs^ ye are brethren ? Is it without 
reason that the Lord Jesus Christ and his 
Apostles so frequently press this considera- 
tion upon their followers ? If the addressi, 
JTe are brethren^ was calculated to call fortl^ 
the feelings of a Jew towards a Jew ; how 

affection^tQ 
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affectionate are the emotions, which they 
ought to excite in the breast of a Christian 
towards a Christian ! If it suggested to a Jew 
powerful motives for right conduct towards 
his brother ; how powerful are the motives 
which it urges upon us ! 

There are three kinds, in particular, of 
sin, the guilt of which is brought ijito clearer, 
light by the consideration that we all arc 
brethren. 

The first is injustice. Observe the Apostle 
Paul distinctly applying the consideration 
before us to sins of this description. To the 
Thessalonians he declares^ This is the will of 
God^ that no man go beyond^ and defraud his 
brother in any matter j became that the Lord is 
the avenger of all such^ as we also have fore -- 
warned you and testified {b). Again, to the 
Corinthians he writes ; Brother goeth to law 
with brother^ and that before the unbelievers^ 
Why do ye not rather take wrong ? Why do ye 
not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? 
Nay you do wrong and defraud \ and that^ your 
brethren [c). If a rfllin plots iniquity against 
those persons with whom he is united by ex- 
traordinary ties ; if he oppresses and plun^ 

ders those whom he is specially bound to 

» I' 

(f) I Their, iv. 6. (f) i Cor. vi. 6-r8. 
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protect J is not his sin highly aggravated? 
Such is our sin, if we plot iniquity against 
each other ; if we pppress or plunder each, 
others if we in any respect defraud or 
Wrong each other. We all are brethren. 

Next, observe how this consideration bears 
Upon sins of unkindness. To various of- 
fences of this class it is applied in Scripture. 
Thus St. Paul, after having decided in the 
affirmative a question warmly agitated in his 
days, whether it Was lawful to eat meat which 
had been ofFercjd by the heathen in the tem- 
ples of their idols, and was afterwards sold, 
in the market for food ; strongly warns the 
Corinthians against eating it, if they shouU^ 
perceive that by such a proceeding, though 
in itself lawful, they should be in danger of 
kading any person, who doubted on the 
subject, to partake of the meat notwithstand- 
ing his scruples, ^ake heed^ saith the Apostle^ 
lest by any means this liberty of yours become a 
stumbling-block to them that are weak. For if 
any man see thee^ which hast knowledge^ sit at 
meat in the idoTs temple ^^ dfall not the co?iscience 
cf him that is weak be emboldened to eat those, 
things which are offered to idols ? And through 
thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish^ for. 
whom Christ- died. But when ye so sin againsti 
the brethren^ and wound their weak conscience^ 
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ye sin against Christ (J). Grudge not one against 
another^ brethren^ saith St. James, lest ye be 
condemned. Behold the Judge ^tahdeth at the 
door. Speak not evil one of another^ brethren. 
He that speaketh evil of his brother^ andjudgeth ^ 
his brother^ speaketh evil of the LaWy and 
judgeth the Law [e). On the guilt of failing 
in any branch of love to a brother, St» John 
repeatedly dwells^ He that saith he is in the 
light y and hatetb his brother ^ is in darkness even 
until new. In this the children of God are ma-^ 
nifestedy and the children of the Devil : whosa^ 
ever doeth not righteousness is not of God ; nei^ 
tber he that loveth not his brother. He that 
Ifiveth not his brother abideth in death. Whoso^ 
ever hateth his brother is a murderer . If a man 
say^ I love Gody and hateth his brother ^ be is a 
liar. For be that loveth not his brother ^ whom 
be hath seen j bow can he love Gody whom be hath 
not seen {f) ? If you were simply to hear of a 
man conducting himself in a very unkind 
way towards some other persons ; you would 
be satisfied from that account alqne, before 
you had enquired who the persons were to- 
wards whom he acted thus, that he had 
committed a great sin. But how mucb 
greater would his sin appear to you, if you 
should learn that tlie objects of his unkmd-i 

(</) I Cor. viii. 9 — 12. [e) James, iv. II. v. ^ 

(/) ^ J[olm,ii. 9. iii. lo. 14, 15. iv. 20» 
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licss wefe no others than the sons of his own- 
father and mother ! Thus aggravated is pur 
guilt in the sight of our Heavenly father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, when we commit an 
act of unkindness against one of our Christian 
brethren. 

Thirdly. We may notice how forcibly 
the consideration, that we all are brethren, 
exposes the grievous sinfulness of that most 
pi'evailing sin, both among the rich and 
among the poor, Pride. 

So it is applied by Saint Paul : Why dosf 
thou set at nought thy brother ? For we shall all 
stand before fhe "Jitdgement-seat of Christ (^). 
It lies also at the root of the reproof which 
St. James addresses to those who^ while pro- 
fessing the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of glory, had respect of persons / 
and even when assembled for religious wor- 
ship, received the lich with flattering distinct 
tions, and shewed, by their contemptuous 
treatment of any poor man who came into 
the place of worship, how little they felt to- 
wards him as towards a brother {h).' If I 
did despise, says' Job, the cause of my man^ser-- 
vanty or of my maid-servant ^ when they contend-^ 
id with me : what then shall I do when God 
riseth up? And when He visiteth, what shall! 

answer Him ? Did not he that made me in the 

{g) Rom. xiv. 10. (b) Jamc8> vu i— 4. ' 
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'womb^ wake him ? And did not one fashion us in 
the womb (/) ? No man^ saith the Scripture^ 
b(Ueth bis own flesh. Can any man rationally^ 
^an any man consistently with natural feeU 
ing, despise his own flesh ? Yet wc are ^ 
members one of another; brethren by na-r 
ture, brethren in Christ. Whoever despiseth 
another, despiseth his own flesh. Whoever 
displays pride under any shape towards a fel- 
low Christian, displays it towards a brother for 
ivhom Christ died. He scorns a brother of 
Jiisowri: he scorns a brother of the Lord Jeisi;is. 
. Let us now obsei've in what manner the 
circumstance of our being brethren is em- 
ployed in the Scriptures, to ^constrain us» 
after having ceased to do evil, to learn to do 
gQod ; with what energy it presses upon us 
the dispositions which we are to cherish, and 
the conduct which we are to manifest, one 
towards another. 

Here we may notice in the first plact 
that the name by which universally the apos- 
tles address Christians, is Brethren. Whoi 
they mention persons who are not Christians, 
their description is, they that are of the con^ 
trary part^ they that are without (^), not with* 
in the pale of Christian brotherhood. To 

(i) Job; XXXI. 13— 15. {k) Tit. ii. 8. 1 Cor- v. 12, 13. 

I Theff. iv. 12. I Tim. ill. 7. 
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Christians, and concerning Christians, thdr 
language always is, Brethren. To prove, 
by producing examples, that such is their 
language is needless. Open any epistle at 
any page, and examples will present them-^ 
selves. Why is this constant difference be^ 
tween the terms applied to believers and td 
unbelievers, but to teach us the difference be- 
tween the duties owing to the two classes ? 
It is to remind us of the superior affection 
which a Christian is to feel towards a Chris- 
tian for this very reason, because they are 
brethren. This superior affection is accord- 
ingly commanded in plain terms, which 
strongly mark the distinction. Honour all 
men : Love the Brotherhcod. As we have there^ 
fore opportunity y let tis do good unto all men t 
but especially unto them who are of the household 
of faith {I) ^ them that are our brethren in 
Christ. When we exanwne the particular 
precepts of the New Testament, we meet 
with numbers, in which the duty of regard- 
ing each other practically as brethren is 
brought forward. Be kindly affectioned on^ tf 
another ivith brother h I eve. Let brotherly love 
continue. Add to godliness brotherly kifidness^ 
Love as brethren. When thou art converted^ 
strengthen, thy brethren. Seeing ye have put 

N) 1 Pet. it. 17. Gal, vl, 10. 
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rified your souls in obeying the truth through the 
spirit unto unfeigned love of the btethren'^ see 
that ye love one another with a pure heart fer-^ 
vently. This commandment we have from Him^ 
that be who loveth God^ loveth his brother also (m). 
Other passages indicate still inore distinctly 
the measure of love, which we are to exercise 
towards our Christian brethren ; and clearly 
shew that theie is no forbearance which can 
he too persevering towards them, no perscmal 
sacrifice too great for their s^c. Lord^ said 
St. Peter unto Christ ; How oft shall my bro^ 
ther sin against me^ and I forgive himf Till 
seven times ? yesus saith unto him^ I^^y ^^Qt ^^to 
thee^ until seven times : but until seventy times ^ 
seven («). On another occasion our Saviour- 
delivered this command to his disciples-: 
Take heed to yourselves. If thy brothel^'' 
trespass against thee seven times in a day^ • 
and seroen times in a day^ turn again . 
to thee sayings I repent 5 thou shalt forgive 
Mm {p). If meaty sdith St; Paul, makemybro^ 
ther to offend^ I will eat nojksh while the world 
standethy lest I make my brother to offend (/), 
At another time the same apostle declares, 
after the most solemn appeal to God ; / could 
wish that myself were accursed from Christy 

(«.) Rom. xH. to. Hebr. xiii. i. 2 Pet. i. 5 .7, i Pet. iii. 8. 
JLuke, xxii. 32. I Pet. i. 22. i John, iv. ai. 

(n\ Matth. zviii. 2 if 22. {o) LuJce^ xvii. 3»4* 

(/>) I Cor. viii, xj, - 
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subjected to judgments in this world, su&h* 
as those which were about to be inflifted oil. 
the JewsVy^r my brethren. For what bre* 
thrcn ? The apostle adds. For my kinsmen ac^ 
cording to the fiesh (^) : for his unconverted 
and unrepenting and persecuting countrynien) 
the Israelities. What then would he. not' 
have thought it his duty to suffer in the pre-* 
sent life for the good of his Christiafr'feroi: 
thren I St. John's language is equally clear: 
arid impressive: Hereby perceive we theJovw 
of Godi became he laid down his life for mt 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the bre* 
thren (r). Even when a professed Christian . 
refused obedience to the commands of the h>f 
spired apostles of Christy and was, on that . 
account^ ta be openly disowned by thtr- 
dburch, and treated according to oin: Lord'* 
dire(3:ipn, as a heathen man and a publican >" 
the love of brotherhood was not to be foiv . 
gotten. We command you^ brethren^ in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christy that ye witbdrofw". 
yourselves from every brother that walketh dis^ 
crdei'ly^ and not after the tradition received of . 
a//, A7id if any man obey not our word by this- 
epistle' *y note that tnany and have no companywith 
him^ that he may be ashamed. Tet count him not 
as an enemy : but admonish him as a brother (i)« 

(y) Rom. IX. I— 3 (r) I John, ill. 1 6. (/} iTIieff.ui.6. 14, i J. 
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Inotljier passages, love fpr Christ's sake to pur 
tihristian brethren is pointed out as the mark 
by which we may judge whether we are per- 
sonally, in a state of Salvation, or not» Whoso 
hath this worlds goody and seeth his brother have 
?ieedy andshutteth up his bowels of compassion from 
him \ how dwelleth the love of God in him ? He 
that lovetb not bis brother ^.abideth in death. 
Belovedy let us love one another \ for love is of 
Gody and every 07ie that loveth is born of Gody 
and knowetjj God. If we love one another ^ God 
dwelleth i\i. us^ and his love is perfected in us. 
We knoiji} ^that we have passed from death unto 
life y because we love the brethren (/), • 

The occasion- upon which Moses spoke 
the words/gf the text furnishes an additional 
lesspn closely connected with our subject. 
Sirsy^ said he to the two contending I^raeUtei, 
Te are brethren^ JVhy doye'torongone to another? 
Was this address favourably received by both 
of them? No. Which party was itN that re- > 
fused to listen to Moses ? He that did his neigh- 
bour wrong thrust Moses away^ ^^yi^gy Who ma^e 
thee a ruler and a judge over us ? It was the 
man v^^ho was doing wrong to the other that 
shut his ears and his heart against the conside- 
ration, that he and his neighbour were bre- 
thren. ' I^et ua accustom, ourselves to apply 
this, fact to our own conduct ; to try our own 

(/) I John, iii. 14. 17, iv. 7. 12. 
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pr6ceedings by the rule which it sets before 
us. Whenever we feel reluctance in our 
mind unequivocally to acknowledge a pstr- 
ticular person as a brother, and cordially to 
treat him in all respects as a brother ; we 
may be assured that our actual dispositioti is 
more or less to do wrong to him. We ar* 
under the influence of injuftice toward him ; 
or of unkindness ; or*, as is most frequently 
the case, of pride. 

Finally, the unity of Christian brother- 
hood does not destroy those earthly distirtc^^ 
tions between man and man, which God has 
appointed for the good of the whole family of 
Christ. On the contrary, it supplies a new 
motive for the conscientious discharge of all 
the relative duties belonging to our station. 
Thus St. Paul, speaking of servants says; 
T^hey that have believing masters y ' let them not 
despise them because they are brethren ; let them 
not imagine that, because as Christians they 
are brethren to their masters, and on a level 
Vy^h them in the sight of God, they may on 
that account be the less attentive to their 
commands : but rather let them do them ser^ 
vice because they are faithful and beloved ^ par^ 
takers of the benefit {u). Let'thevery circum- 
stance of the master. being a Christian bro- 
' ther, incline and animate his Christian Bro- 

» 
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ther, the servant, to be the more earnest to 
consult his master's wishes, and to honour 
him by prcmipt and faithful obedience. And 
is not this a just and a powerful argument ? 
Is it not an argument of universal applica- 
tion ? Who would not feel the more desir- 
ous to render service, to manifest kindness^ 
to fulfil every act of duty, to another person, 
in consequence of that person's being his bro- 
ther ? " Protect that man*s rights tfic more 
*^ watchfully, for he is thy brother, Ho- 
" nour him the more cheerfully, for he is 
" thy brother. Consult his comfort and 
" his wxlfare the more stedfastly, for he is 
" thy brother. Love hint the more fervently 
** with a -pure heart, for he is thy brother." 
Whether we are in a higher or in a lower 
station, whether we rule or serve, can we be 
insensible to the force of such an argument ? 
Sirs, ye all are brethren. In this considera- 
tion let the rich and the poor, the great and 
the himible, rejoice alike ; for on its practical 
influence the happiness of all equally de- 
pends. While it impresses with new energy 
all those offices and branches of subordina- 
tion which are essential to the welfgre of 
ii^dividuals, to the conduct of domestic life, 
to the public order of the world j it softens 
every strong line of distinction between dif- 
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fcrent classes, or between difFerent persons ;. 
throws a veil over eveiy smaller discrimina- 
tion ; causes us to feel, and to act as men that 
feel, tliat all worldly distinctions arc but for 
a day J and teaches us to lose sight of them 
all in viewing our comprehensive union of 
brotlierhood in that Redeemer, in whom there 
is neither Greek nor yew^ circumcision nor un^ 
circumcisiony barbarian^ Scythian^ bond nor free ^^ 
but Christ is all^ and in all (w)^ 

{<ci) Col. ill. II. 
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SERMON VIIL 



On the Love of Money. 



I Tim. vi. lo. 

The Love of Money is the Root of all Evil. 

TN applying the moral precepts of Scrip- 
ture, and especially when we make the 
application to our own proceedings, we are 
accustomed not to survey them with a com«- 
prehensive eye. We look at generals, witb«> 
out beihg aware of the number of particu* 
lars which they involve. We vaguely con* 
template the outline of the form, when we 
ouglit to discriminate the individual features. 
When we turn our thoughts to the sin of 
xunrdex, we bring before our imagination 
the midnight assassin and the bloody corpse^ 
and forget that whosoever hateth his brother is 
f nmrderer (a). Whei> we reflect on the 
guilt; 9f idolatry, we picture to ourselves the 
l)licidt dj^vQtf e prostrate before the rising sun, 

i. 
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or kneeling to the image of a saint ; and re- 
member not that the glutton practically wor- 
sliips his buutish appetite as a god (b)^. 

It is thus with the text before us^ Whea^ 
we read this warning agaiiist the love of 
money, we represent to omselves the miser 
Brooding over his hoards If roused, to exr- 
tend our views, we think of the rapacious> 
extortioner. T her? we pause again. It is^ 
slowly dnd with difficulty that we are brought 
tx> discemi ti;ie wide, yet natural and simple^. 
meanicig, of the apostle. 

what is the love of money ? A stronger d^ 
sire of worldly possessions than befits a ser- 
vant of Christ. Wha are the persons guilty 
of being actuiated by the love of money I Not 
the miser onfyand the. extortioner ;, but every 
raraii, bete rich or poor; wha indulges a. 
stronger inclination to acqjiire or to retail! 
inonqr than becomes a Christian,, a strahgct 
and pHgrim upon earth. Observe, yet with-- 
out being ensnared into a supposition that 
the frequency of a sin takes away from iti 
inherent sinfulness, observe how commoh. ixi 
the present state of mankind, that sin of 
which we speak is likely to be. Money, it 
has justly been said, is power^ So lEsu* a» 
worldly objects are Concerned, and so ifiKaft 

(>) Philipp* til. 19. 
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tlie assertion can be true respecting any singlfe 
instrument of obtaining them, money is nrtii" 
versal power. It is a kind readnngtot^ 
lioriion, and bringing back every tfiii^ vvWscIi 
it grasps. Is a man iGplicitJons for a^pacix^ 
dwdHng, and.corrc»pdhding ataatomodatioM 
arornid him? Money purdnses them. -J^ 
he anxious for splendotirt M<!Hley procures 
it* Is he ambitioxis of distiiictioit ? MonJ^ 
xdramandsit. fe he eager to xiin ther^cund 
of .amiisements? -Money place^him iiiJerer^ 
pota: of the circle: Jghebentcnthe|^raafik 
cations of luxuiy? Mifincy 'bitys.thetaf.dl: 
For the furtherance bf almost every wr^ 
tfor the accomplishment of almost everyr 
ipian, terminating m the preselsi't life, inoiiifcr^ 
ofleff hdps; facilities, anditrength, * ^ White 
it is the in^cruftiem of evil in the handti^ 
of the ^kked^ it ^ thein^tniment of ■ ^Mt 
in the h^d^off tiie righteous; ztiA^rfmm 
that>rerytcirciui^ai)kit, J^'A^^ seldom over^^ 
valued by the a^teous therrisdvesL %» i^" 
ordinary profe^onks' «f life; amolig d>i> 
higher <:lassd$ and« amojHg th& Imireir, fhtf> 
acquisition 4>f mdney is a ^rmcifpti ofcjeot;^ 
That object, whi(A flWii Art comtamly e«^ 
icrting themselves to^ attkb, thtiy iLfi^Jiifltteir 
a continual indueemteht i^>^iz^ to^'hi^ly.- 

'J 
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Nmnbers too, in every rank, are in the habit 
cf jrcarly accumulation for the purp3sc of 
making provision for their children : a pur- 
pose when restricted within :dhe limits. 'of 
Christian moderation, commendable and re* 
qoisite }. but frequently overstepping it& hcw- 
faX bounds, . and even when it has become 
deeply tinctured with avarice or anibiticm, 
jet^ning the deliiding semblance of padental 
a£fectian. Then there are few persons, how^ 
ever affluent, who have itot! experienced^ dut-o 
\jxg Sorter or longer '' periods, eiiibarMirsq> 
ments in consequence of ^ (deficiency ofmo-. 
jicy, and a tendency to be .too anxkrfjs jfor 
money as a security agdnst th& recurrcoltce lof 
difficulticsi To the young, jnoney je<;Qn4^ 
mendif itsdiF! as the medium i of. indulj^omi^^ 
to pstsofks farther advanced) <in- years,* as a 
jifeguilcd against .thtejiixessitie^ arid the di§v 
OfSpQCt supposed to;Jriq)Q(iid oiAec^bhtigOilt It 
is money likewise which.ifi,pi»cticaily8eenjt6t 
<j|niwthe main line of ..demt^tion between 
<iifierent classes of socie^s ;betwje«p thft-sub-^ 
orttinatc diviaions of the dijefe£ent>ciasse$i *«y; 
^btiost between ipdiyidi?^ an4iindm4u3liin. 
each divifliont. CanwfWPflderth^tit isover, 
mttd by thexwofldftj.sl^der.thift diversity^ 
of allui-om^nti ux^dcr jthi^ilsw^SS ..of example, 
^VQ is the man who i^^not in danger of be- 

3 Jng 
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ing ^tangled by the love of money ? What" 
but the' grace of the Lord Jcstis' Christ can 
Ibttify him against the temptato • '- ' " 

' 'i'he love ofmqney^is fhe root of all evil. • A'^ 
shof t but mbst emphatical character • What^ 
does it imply ? Dofes the apostle afRmi that ' 
whenever a sinftil deed is committed the ori--'' 
gin of it may be traced to the love of money ? 
No. ' He affirms that there is no conceivable 

r 

sih' which t^jelove of money may not per*' 
suade a niari to commit. 

To bring foi'ward some examples* of the' 
thith of St. Paul's declaration rhay con- 
trifiiite, under the' divine blessing-, to irhprcss^ 
upon tis the greatness of the dahger agiiinst 
v^ich he would put us upon otiV guafd,- zhd! 
tht? variety of forms- under ^vhich it besets - 

US. 

* The Scriptures* place 'before us aweful ex- 
ahiples of the destructive! influence exercised 
by the' love 'of moneyi*^'^ There we behold; 
Achan purloining froni t\\6 spoil of Jericho'- 
treasure which the I^ord of All had expres^y ' 
commanded to be destroyed.; There we see Ba- 
laam, who loved the wa^s of 'unhighteoumess'(c)^ 
hankering after permission to curse ia people, 
concerning whom Qod had solemnly declared 
to the soothsayer himself a determiaed pur- 

" {c) 2Pet.ii. t$\ '" '■ ■' ' (") 

K4 pose 
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pose to bless. thq):^.. There we see I^||:haK 
^nd Baanah, who, dn the hope of a reward/ 
slew Ishbosheth, 4. righteous person^ in bis 
ojpn hous€yUpo9k bis,, bed (d). There we sur- 
vey Judas, selling his master for thirty pieces 
of silver* . There, before the presence of 
Christy himself^ while he proclaims, Te carinpt 
serve God and Mammon^ stand the Pharisees^ 
who are covetous^ hearing all these things^ and^ 
deridir^ him (e) . There stands Pemas, the 
deserter of his ministry, having ^edthis prg^ 
sent noorld(f). There stand Demetridis^^d 
his- compianioin?, clamonrihg in support of. 
i4oiatey, because by the craft of malqttg 
shrjn(?s for Diana, they had their wealth (g). 
Inhere stand those apostates from the religion 
of the Son of God, who, having determijicdr . 
that they ivillbe richy having coveted after mo^. 
neyj intime^of persecution, erred from the 
faitby renounced the gospel to save their pro* 
perty, ^ca^ pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows (h). There stand the first corrupters 
of Christian doctrine, subverting whole houses^ 
and teaching things which they ought not y for 
filthy lucre's sake (i). iSifere stands the com-> 
pleter of the Mystery of Iniquity ^ Babylon the 

{(i) 8 Sam. IT. 11/ {i) Lulce^zvi. 14. 

' ()C) 2 Tim. IT. 10. Ig) Acts. Xfx. 34, &e, 

{k) 1 Tim. Tit 9f I0» , (J) Tit. i. 11. 

. > I Creaf^ 



On the Love of Money. 137^ 

Greats the Mother of Harlots and abominations 
cftbe earthy doomed, for her merchandize and 
the fruits that her soullustetb after ^ to everlast- 
ing destruction (j). With one voice they cry^ 
** ^he love of money is the root of all evil r 

Let us turn ourcyes from antient times 
to the present day ; from individual offenders 
to particular sins. When life has been ma- 
liciously taken away, and the cause of the 
dreadful deed is dragged to light before the 
tribunal of justice; how frequently is it made 
manifest that the poison was administered^ 
or the weapon of violence employed, under 
the stimulus of the love of money ! Of thiev- 
ery and robbery, whatever be the form of der 
predation, whether a private man or the public 
be the party plundered ; of forgery, of sraug- 
£^g, of false returns and defective payments 
jun taxes, ijf swindling, of burglary, of .the 
suppiKssibxi or the destruction of documenjts, 
of wills, of title-deeds; the desire of gain 
is undeniably the source. Look to the nu- 
merous methods in wliich, under the garb o£ 
peace and friendship, m^ preys upon man § 
and you trace them to this desire. From 
hence ccnne the. tricks in trade ^ tlie secret 
advantages taken of the necessity or of 
the Ignorance of a neighbour; the impo- 

sitions 
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sition^ practised to ciihVhccr' t1ic\\^\uc W'ai^^ 
afticJle oF whicK you ate ffrtxibxis^to dispose * 
the artifices adopttcrtp depreciate tlfe VoitH "^ 
of -another which you afe soUcitot}s^:o pui*-^'' 
chase -, the scant medsufe that h abominabtcj 
the ^wicked balances'^ ; inid 'the bag of decihful 
ivcights fkj. Hencealso come tTtefratids, the 
deliberate villairiie^, thfe' frafttic hottrbrs; of 
thd 'gaming table. How frequently -dbes the 
treifeendbtj's guilt of peijury' originate in the' 
love of mpney ! From the member of the le- * 
gislaturt, when he converts his office into * 
an dtfventure for political eniolurnint; down ' 
to'the voter vvho exchanges hrs stiffragefora* 
bribe; frdni tht elergyiriatl" wJi6''ttiVA's'^thc" 
ministry of the g6spel into a ib^'clihg' spfec^^^ 
latioh fbr preferment, iii thrjji^^ 
defrauds biS'*^'''"^'^*^ ^^^ ^j^a^Wm^U • >\i*iv«'«i irikf^t'. 

maintenance 
to thfe di^hbnest tenant ;''fr6nj/^ft?'g^ ^ 

master to th^ cheatifJ^'^ WcMitiarf; xri'thS^ 
higher walks' of society* and ift'tlfe'ldi^tst j ' in • 
the man of improved uridei^t^rtdiing 'lio icss^ 



than in tiim .wh^ ha j fcieeM Auftedirt igAbrahpei; * 
what lamentable pfo'ofs nfiiV^e discover dffef 




blc. From the love o£;,m<mcy 'proceed those 

(i) Micahi ill. 1 Oi II. 

mercc- 
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mercefiary marriages, which, by a just judgei 
mcnt, are the forerunners of domestic miserj^j 
marriages, not of affection but of convenicnc*i 
not of principle but of covetousness t niart 
riages in which the only circumstance that 
can warrant a hope of matrimonial comfort 
through the divine blessing, the prevalence,' 
namely, of Religion in the heart, is disre- 
garded. Front the aamc cause arises the neg- 
lect so frequently -manifested on the pftrt of 
parents as to the religious character <tf the 
j>ersons i<rith whom interest prompts them 
to station their children fot instruction in* a 
profession, or to fix them as *ass6ciat« Mk 
busiftess. T6 the^amecausfc 2X% to be asslgried 
thostfihajtghantftiope^ithoseevil- ^he*;'i(itne^ 
l^fes^kledly ^peixftptible tonifth,^ fx€^ 

qtWittttyj iPisitdbfe fffaffedrdis<!fe!*fiibte bynfeer 
eye of £^'^Mftei^t^ Ii€|te9^^ b€ g#l^ 
^ lied by ttedi^poiistftttiAfr^dPa'4c«*j>fetk^ 
^ and; ^»^s hafbbuped -by pfeWcAis Raping f^ 
advantagbs?, which they ^;bMi«€ themselvcgJ 
that they i»haU ^^ttaih'^ oft^ the^>cieath of \he 
present posses'sotff. 'i'o the same cause w^ 
may trace, in numberksg^ instances, the offi-l 
cious flattery, the time-serving 6bsequiou««^ 
n^Sj the criiiging'sisrvifity, the sinful con^pfli- 
ancea, the sinftil cbantenance and ehccWirdj^ibi 
mcnt, disptiyed, not only by inferidri, btif by' 

equals^ 
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equals, but by superkwrs, towards men from 
whose patronage, or whose piirse, or whos^ 
te$tiii>€ixtary notice, a tecompense, which may 
justly be terrabed the wagfs of iihright€0usn€S5^\% 
speedily or ultimately expected* To the same 
cause may occasionally, be attributed an effect^ 
which on the fh'st glance mi^t se€^ deducible 
rather from any other s^oulnce^than from tiw 
ioveof mpney^ namdy, .dagr^nt and continued 
^extravagance : exttavaipaa^e; practised upoit 
sysiteam by thecalciaiatiqgfpendthrift, ^r thf 
purpose of ingratiating Mmself with potent 
friends, .who§e infl^KPK<5 may at length rc^ 
inup^r^te him wi^h a^antages ^f such ma|^ 
nitude as shall ^l^jnonstrate; profusion t^ 
have been prudencsu, . Js it Accessary to en^ 
large thf^catalogue^.Qf /iniquities ortgma$t9g 
ixofa the source which w^ haveboen oontenv^ 
pla^g ? Has the .?|>^li& proiKM»ik:ed with-^ 
out reason thaX the k^e igf . money, is the root ^f 
^11 evil? Is it without reason, whether yo» 
be rich or poar, that you are warned of your, 
own personal dagger of being ensnared by the 
love of money ; arid of being drawn forward 
by it ixito sins, from the idea oi which you 
would at present recoil ? 

From ^9 universal danger what can pre^ 
serve you? The power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ* By what means shali he deliver you? 

By 
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By influencing your heart through His Spirit 
and Hiis word. While you seek then by ha- 
bitual and fervent prayer the promised gifts 
of the Holy Ghost > attend to some of thfe 
considerations, by which your Lord admo* 
nishes you in His word against the love of 
money. 

Reflect, in the first place, on the general 
emptiness of human possessions, of every 
thing which riches can procure, VertJy all 
is vanity and vexation of spirit I How little jb 
there of solid satisfection in luxmy, in diffi- 
paticn, in splendour, in honour, in power ! 
With how many drawbacks are the highest 
gratifications which they can furnish accom-- 
paniod ? Ask the man who has devoted him- 
self to any one of these objects,, and has suc- 
ceeded in the pursuit, whether the possession 
of the prize has in any rcasonaWe degree 
answered his expectations. Ask him, wh^- 
jtllter, if his life were again to commence, he 
^irould employ it again in the same solicitous 
chase. There are individuals whom no les- 
sons even of personal experience render vnise. 
There are individuals whom pride and false 
shame will not suffer to confess the fbliy 
under the sense of which they are inwardly 
groaning. But if the man to whom you 
propose yo^r questions be rational^ and wU-* 

IxAg 
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iing'to unbosom himself ; his answers >will 
warn yoa to forbear from treading in his 
steps. Let yvur moderation be known unto aU 
men. Having food and raiment^ let us bt 
therewith content ^ (0* 

Consider, in the next place, the uncertain 
and short continuance of all things on this 
side of the grave. In the changes of human 
events, how frequently do riches make them^ 
selves, wings y and fly away ! What numbei^ 
bora to afiluence are at this moment scat- 
tered over the face of Europe in penury ! 
What thousands and tens of thousands arc 
pining in their desolated homes over the 
wrecks of their possessions! "But these 
events," you reply, " are extraordinary 
calamities, produced by unparalleled con- 
vulsions, and by the ravages of unex- 
ampled wars/' And are you secure against 
similar convulsions and ravages ? Have you 
ascertained that the sword of God is .about 
to be replaced in its scabbard? .Are you 
satisfied that its stroke will not reach this 
land ? Are you guaranteed that it shall ziot 
reach yourself ? Can you say. We ht^e^ m4i^ 
a covenant with death y and with the sword Me 
are at agreement j , when the overflowing iSCfiur^ 
d)aUpass throughy it shall notcomeiuntOiMi(nhJi^< 

. (/) Philip. iY» J. I Tim. vi. 8. .* (m) Is. xxwii. 15-^ 

^ Is 
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*ts the. pvcs&^tia tipte- to^ recehe money y and to 
receive garments y and cliveyardsy and vmCf 
yardsy and^ sheepy and oxen y and men-servantSy 
and maid-servants (n) ? When t\it judgements 
of God are abroad y when all tht . foundations 
4fthe earth are out of course ; seeiest thou great 
things for thyself? Seek them not. How 
fcoowe&t thou but that evtn: now: jhe Lcrd 
saitb tim^ : Behold y that which I have built J 
will break down-y a7id that which I have planted 
Iivili pltick up'y even this whole land (p)? But 
if it be the merciful purpose of God that 
none of these evils come upon us ; how many in- 
stances has experience made known to us of 
persons, who have beeq reduced by vicissir 
tudes of no unusual nature to distress ! How 
frequent is the call upon Christian charity 
urged in public, no less than in private, on 
behalf of individuals who have seen better 
days! By fires, or by inundations, . by the 
misfortunes of persons with- whom partner- 
ships or other connections had taken place^ 
by the removal from this wctrld, the sudden 
repioval/of relatives and friends, from whom 
|)rotection and support, wepe wpnt to be-det 
rived; how many have bdea . depresacKl f roBft 
,.we^lth or competence (and codipetea^ Jo 
ihem wi^. riches) into scenes. iand.sit^n^ofis 

where 
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where they struggle for existence! May not 
their lot become yours ? But if Providence 
shall spare you the trials if your possessions 
shall not forsake you, yet shall you depart 
from them. We brought nothing into tUs 
worlJ^ and it is certain that we can carry 
nothing out. We have here no continuing city^ 
Soon shall our houses of clay moulder lAto 
dust: soon shall our earthly tabernacle be 
dissolved. Man walketb in a vain shadow^ 
and disquieteth himself in vain. He heafetb 
up riches^ and cannot tfU who shall gather tbem^ 
His life is a vapour that passeth away. In the 
midst of life he is iu death* He dies, and 
leaves all earthly things for ever. 

Thirdly; reflect on the happiness attend** 
ant on that frame of mind which, under * 
the grace of God, is become opposed to the 
love of money. Godliness with contentment is 
great gain. Here is the truly rich man : the 
man, namely, who, being conformed in his 
own heart to the spirit which reigned in 
jhe Apostles, when, having nothings they f^ 
themselves as possessing all things^ is prepared 
from his own experience to testify that m 
man's life consistetb not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth, but in peace with 
God through Jesus Christ pur Lord. iSmA- 
ingfrst the kingdom of God and Iffs rigbtjeaus^ 

1 1 ness^ 
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ne%$\ he Ij^es all otheF things to be lidded ior 
greater or in kss-al^und^ce^ as the Divine 
Wisdom may ordain. Jf rhhes mcrease^ b^ 
satfr not Ins heart' upon them. Do^the sources 
of prosperity fail ? He ha$ bl.esped the Lord 
who gave : \\t bl^sse^f ^e Li^d .who takes 
away. Administering, as a faithful steward 
of the ]Vj9St High, the worldly goods, be 
they more or fewer, which are entrusted, ta 
him ; neglecting no office of honest industry 
to which he is called by his station in. Ufc; 
he is inwardly detached fronj eg(rthly fliOtjuir! 
sitions. He counts as. his tre^sute ^liiot hig 
possessions, but his inheritance.; His.tns;^ 
sure is in Heaven ^ and there ^Iso i&Js^ 

jieart. ''^' ■ . "= ' ' -»/ 

. : Fourthly. Meditate on the final condi* 

tipn to which the lover of money . is . hasten!^ 
ing. The covetous^ the man who is under 
thf dominion of the love of money^ shaM no^ 
inherit the kingdom of God. In.,the preset 
ii/e he has a foretaste of the fruits of hi« sin* 
He is restless, anxious, dissatisfied: at one 
time harassed by uncertainty as to the pro- 
bable result of his projects; at another, 
soured by the failure of them ; at another, 
disappointed in the midst of success by dis- 
.cerning, too late, that the same exertions 
employed in some other line of advantage 

L wpuld 
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Wfti^d have been mdrt productive/ But 
SUjppose him to have been, through life, As 
free from the effects of these sources of vex- 
ation as the most favourable picture could 
represent him. He shall not inberit the king-^ 
dom 4fGod. He may not have been a miser ; 
but he wias a lover of nioney. He may not 
have been an extortioner ; but he^^^s a lover 
of money. He may not have been fraudu- 
lent 5 but he was a lover of money. He shall 
nM inherit the kingdom of Go3. He has had 
his day and his object. He has sought, and 
hft may have accumulated, earthly posses* 
fMM. By their instrumentality he may have 
gratified many other appetites and desires. 
But he did not seek first the kingdom of 
Oxwij therefore he shall not obtain it, Hcv 
toven the "world ^ therefore he shall perish with 
the wf)rld. ' He has wilfully bartered his soul 
for money. In vain is he now aghast at IKis 
former madness. In vain does he now detest 
the idol which he worshipped. The gate of 
salvation is closed againft him. He inherits 
the bitterness of unavailing remorse, the hor- 
rors of eternal death. 

Lastly. Study to exalt your conceptions 
fef the glories of that everlasting abode, for 
•dmission into which the victory over th6 
love of money is an indispensable qualifica- 

tion» 
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earnest ''and. persevering ^oits to a height 
bearing any assigftable proportion to the un- 
seen rfeality. The ^impses of light iKrhfch 
fotii 'discern will always be fainter thait iiie 
dttinbss of twilight in comparison wiiihlhe 
^diendour of the meridian sun. Yet negiedr 
not any additional ray, by which the eye of 
faith, stedfastly fixiqg itsdif on futurity^ is 
cheered. Why did St. Paul sup^icate^wkh^* 
&\kt ceasing for the Ephesians, that^ havin^^ 
tlmr understanding enlightened^ they might 
know what is the hope of their callings oHdwiait 
are the riches of the gbry of the inheritmict ^f 
the saints ? In order that a higher sense of 
the value of the things which are eternal 
might depress the imaginary worth of thiiigg 
temporal. If you habituate yourself to an 
?idmiring contcmpbtion of the kingdom of 
God, can you be a lover of earth ? Can you 
be a lover of money ? Remember^ when 
you feel your affections fixing diemselvtt» 
upon money, at what a price you are ^ui> 
chasing it. 

Go forth then, my brethren, to your post- 
sessions, your occupations, your enjoyjneats,» 
under a solid and practical conviction, that 
ihere is not any sin whose alliuremfints^ .aiie 
more genei^alljr successful ilma ^b^ Ipve of 



14^ On the Love of Money 

mcHsey; and that there is not any additional 
sin, into which that passion may not entice 
you. Go forthi and ask yourselves from 
time to time what it shall profit a man to gain 
the whole world and lose bis own soul ; and what 
be shall give in exchange for his soul. WiA 
what energy did our Saviour express the 
dangers of wealthy the temptations which it 
brings to trust in' it, to priae it, and to lovd 
it, when he exclaimed j How hardly shall they 
that have riches enter into the kingdom of God I . 
A little money may be wealth to you. Think 
not that you shall not love money because 
you abound in it. On that very account 
you may love it the more. Think not that 
you are secured against* the love of it by 
poverty. . You may be as covetous in aa 
hxraible line of life respecting a cottage, as 
you- would have been in a higher sphere re- 
specting a palace ; as grasping for an acre as: 
you would have been for a kingdom. Look 
to your heart. If your heart be set on 
money, whether it be on a greater or on a 
less amount, there is no difference* as to 
principle. You are governed by the love of 
money, the roc*: of all evil; and involved^ 
with all other covetous men, in the sentence 
of not having any part in the inheritance of 
the righteous..^ Love not the worlds Jieit her the. 

things 



On tSe Lone of Monfy. 14^ 

tbhig^ that are in the w$rlJ. If you love t&i 
lust of the fiesb^ or the Just of'th^'4yes^ or the 
pride of^ life ; you will love money by which 
they are procured. Aim not at an impo9»i- 
sible compromise between the love of money 
and religion. Ton cannot serve God and 
Mammon. Use your worldly wealth ; but use 
it as not abusing it. Beware y lest when thy 
herds and thy fiocks multiply ^ and thy silver and 
thy gold is multiplied^ and all that thou hast is 
multiplied^ then thine heart be lifted up^ and thqu 
forget the Lord thy God ; and thou sdy in thine 
hearty My power ^ and the might of mine hand^ 
hath gotten me this wealth. But thou shatt 
remember the Lord thy God ; for it is he , that 
giveth thee power to get wealth. If you^r^ 
ri^hy trust not in uncertain riches ^ but in the 
living Gody who giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy : do good, be rich in good worksi^-roady 
to distributey willing to communicate {p). If 
you have little, do your diligence gladly to 
give of that little. Remember th? widow's 
mite. But cherish not the vain idea that 
liberality to. the afflicted can make amends 
for offences against God. The fervent cha^ 
rity which shall cover the multitude of sinSy is 
the love that throws a veil over the infirmi- 
ties and offences of others ; not the bounty 

{p) Peut. viii. 1 1—17. I Tim. vi. |7i ^8. 

-' L 5 which 
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whkh presaines to tliink of n)akin|^ atoj)^ 
meat for iniquity {q). Ther6 is no atone«- 
founx but m the olood of ^e Lprd Jesui 
Christ. Provide yourselves hags which wax 
not oliy a treasure in the heavens tbatfailetb 
not^ where no thief approacheth^ neither moth 
corrupteth (r). Be faithful in the unrighteous 
Mammon. I^rCt that gQld> which is so fre* 
quently the source and the instnunient of 
iniquity, be so conscientiously employed at 
all ^mes by you to the glory of vGod thrpu^ 
His beloved Son. that when you shall ]be 
summoned t;o render up your account <^ 
your stewardship, you may give it with joy^ 
and receive the true ricf)es (j), the glories of 
the future world. Hide not the talent in a 
papkin. Pury it not in the earth. Occupy 
ysrith it in your Master's service uptil He 
come. But as you value your eternal injtc* 
fests, love it not. 

(jp) I Pet. IV. 8. Observe the parallel paflage^ whence 
Et. Peter probably quoted, PrpT. x. i a. Hatred ulrreth up iirifi, 
^ut hve co^reii mU juu* 

(r) Luke» xii. 33* fx) Lukei xx\. 31. 
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SERMON IX, 

On the Sacrifice of woridly Intems!^ 

to Duty. 



2 ChRON. XXV. 9. 

And Amaziab said to the Man of God; " Jiut 
" wkat shall we do for the Hundred TaiintSy 
" which J have given to the Army of Ist^elf 
And the Man of God answered i " The Lord 
** is able to give thee much more than this^ 

TJE who, under the grace of God, woul4 
shew himself disentangled from the love 
of money, is required in that branch of duty, 
as in every other, to prove hi* faith by his 
works. He must be prepared to make sacrii* 
fices of money to conscience. I§ the -^nvn 
then who sacrifices money, money to a vciy 
large amount, and in obedience to the woi^ 
mand of God, ascertained to be aservitot of 
God ? The history of AmaaiahjlvUl throw 
light on the enquiry, 

Amaziah succeeded to the 'kiAgdcm ' 6f 

Jud^h upon the death of ms iatbei; Joas^, 

L 4 After 
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After he had established himself upon the 
throne, and had destroyed the murderers of 
liis predecessor, he prepared to make war 
i^ppn the people of Edom, who h^j»- 
volted. For this purpose he assembled all 
his forces. But being doubtful whether 
they were sufficient focr the undertaking, and 
having determined to make the conquest of 
Edom certain, he hired to his assistance an 
army of an hiif^dred thousand men of Israel ; 
and paid them in adiroBce one hundred far 
lenta of silver. In hiririg these Israelites the 
kingiActed rashly and presumptuously* For, 
in the first place, he enquired n^ of \ the 
LQrd(a) upon the occasion. He sought 
not, as upon concerns of importance David 
and the other religious kings of Judah \\Bfi 
constantly nought, those special directions 
from G6d, which, under the existing dispen- 
sation, - a • dispensation, into the texture of 
/which miracles were 'interwoven, were al- 
i«>ff^s to bfe obtained by an immediate refe- 
Y«fc* td Ue Mosi' -High before His altar. 
JOfii ^ the iiext-placfe he knew that the 
3pe(S^^'?rf'-I«^afel -haa long been open idol- 
*«awi^ ifemitet thfe heaviest calamities had 

•--'iA ,: - fallen 
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fallen upon his own ancestors in consequence 
of connections which they had formed with 
Idolatrous Israel. Could he then look for 
the Divine blessing upon this proceeding ? 
Had he not reason to expect that his sinful 
misconduct would be made the instrument 
of his punishment ? God however, in g:reat 
mercy, afforded to Amaziah both opportu- 
nity and encouragement to stop short in the 
evil course oh which he had entered. A 
prbphet was sent to reprove and to warn the 
king. T'here came a Man of God to him say^ 
^S^ ^* O King, let not the army of, Israel go 
<^ with fhee ; for the Lord is not with Israel, to 
wit, with all the children of Ephraim. But 
if thou wilt go, do it ; be strong for the battle^ 
^^ God shall make thee fall before the enemy ; 
^* for God hath power to help and to cast down^ 
Amaziah was confounded at the message. 
He could not venture to retain the Israelites 
to go with him to the war, when he was 
thus assured that his own destructioA would 
be the consequence. But he was' far itom 
possessing that singleness of heart, that true 
Jirtd lively faith, which would have taught 
him to obey the command of God instantly 
and cheerfiillyj whatever present sacrifice 
might be inseparable from obedience. His 
heart hanlycred after the money which he hskl 
- 7 advanced. 
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advanced. Was that to be relinqishcd? 
If not, how was it to be recovered ? If com-? 
pliance with the Divine will would not have 
cost him any thing, he would readily have 
obeyed. But an expensive proof of obedi- 
ence was required. He pondered therefore, 
and hesitated. Amaziah said to the Man of 
Gody " But what shall we do for the hundred 
" talents J which I have given tD the army (f 
" Israel?'' And the Man of God answered % 
" I'he Lord is able to give thee much more 
«* than thisr 

With the view of making, under the blesr-r 
sing of God, a profitable application of this 
portion of sacred history ; let us first con^^ 
sider, for our encouragement, some of the dif- 
ferent ways in which God, whenever he calls 
upon us to make a sacrifice for his sake, can 
give us abundantly more than the possession, 
be it what it may, with which he requires us 
to part : 3nd afterwards attend to some of 
the warnings, which t:he subject will be found 
to furnish. 

I. The Lord is ahk to give thee much more 

than this. Gpd, who is Lord ^ of the whole 

earth, has the earth and every thing which 

it cont^ns at his disposal. Every beast of the 

forest lis His^ and sq are tb^ ^atth upon a thou^ 
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scuid hills. T^he silver is Mine^ and the^goldJi 
Mine, saith the Lord of Hosts {b). AU tlM 
treasures which the hand of man has dug out 
of the ground, all the riches which remaia 
hidden in their subterranean concealment^ 
are the Lord's : and He giveth them to 
whomsoever He will. Does He call, upoii 
you tlien to make a sacrifice of some of your ' 
property, or of some lucrative prospect, for 
His sake ? He is able to give you ten thou- 
sand times more. He is able to fill your 
fields with cattle, and your barn? with com ; 
to prosper all your undertakings bfeyond the 
jLitmost stretch of your hopes; to cause wealth 
$0 flow in upon you from quarters the most 
unpromising, and by ways wholly unforeseen. 
It is He alone also who can exalt to honour. 
^nd them, the Lord saith, who ho7iour Me, I 
mill honour {c). He could at once have ex- 
tended the dominions of Amaziah to the 
widest bounds promised to the children of 
Israel : from Lebanon to the copfines of 
Egypt ; from the Western Sea to the gi'eat 
river Euphrates. He could have rendered 
this king an object of respect, of admiration^ 
of dread to all the surrounding nations. At 
the present hour all the kingdoms of the 
(earth, and the glory of them, are at the dis- 

{h) Ps^m 1. ^Of Hagg. li. ^. {j;) i Sam. iu 30. 
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posal of our exalted Saviour. All power in 
heaven and \n earth is given unto Him, 
Every article in which worldly prosperity 
consists, every event which contributes to 
worldly greatness, every outward circum- 
stance in any respect advantageous to men, 
is in His hands. Well, therefore, mayest thou 
be assured, that whatever thou lendest to the 
Lord, by resigning it for His sake, He \% 
aWe beyond measure to overpay thee again. 

But when you part with some profit, 
or lose some present interest, for the sake of 
God, He is able, without giving you riches, 
abundantly to overpay you for your loss, by 
bestowing upon you comfort in the portion 
which you have remaining. If rebellious 
Edom continue unsubdued, how large a re- 
muneration for the hundred talents may 
Amaziah receive from God, under the form 
of encreased satisfaction in the government 
of his original territories ! A maris life, a 
man's happiness, consisteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesseth. Better is a 
dinner of herbs, where love is, than a stalled ox, 
and hatred therewith- Better is little with the 
fear of the Lord, than great treasure and trouble 
therewith {d). Happiness depends on the 
state of the mind. Godliness ^ with content- 
ed) Luke, X'i. 15. Pr07. xv.* 16, 17; 

ment 
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ment is great gain {e). Where there is con* 
tentment, flowing from moderated desires, 
and from peace of conscience through the 
blood of a Redeemer ; he who has food and 
raiment may be as happy as the wealthiest and 
most powerful of the earth. God can vouch- 
safe to you contentment. He can put His 
fear into your heart. He can give you peace; 
with Him through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Delivering you from the temptations of 
wealth, by mercifully denying to you the 
possession of it; he can grant you such heart- 
felt satisfaction in your little portion, as the 
rich men of the world never know. He can 
brace your limbs with health, and make your 
sleep refreshing by labour. He can crown 
you witli comfort in your wife and in your 
children. He can cheer you with the society 
of christian friends. He can teach you by 
steady experience that the heart of the 
righteous, however small may be .his posses- 
sions, is a continual feast. 

But farther. However great, according 
to human estimation, may be the sacrifices 
which you have made for the sake of God, 
He can abundantly overpay you for them, 
as under corresponding circumstances He: 
could have overpaid Amaziah, even while 

{e) I Tim. vi. 6. 

He 
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He may see fit to allow numerous and heavy 
aifiictions to press upon you. To what sa- 
crifices were not the early Christians called ? 
Were jiot they called to the sacrifice of every 
present possession, and to the endurance for 
ri^teousness' sake of the most cruel srufFer- 
ings ? Yet, what is our Lord's declaration } 
Verily^ I say unto you^ There is no man that bath 
left bouse^ or brethren y or sisters^ or father ^ or 
mother^ or nvifey or children^ or lands y for M^ 
sake and the GosfeVs ; hut he shall receive an 
hundredfold neWy in this timey bmsesy and bre-^ 
tbreny and sisterSy and mother Sy and childreny 
and lands y with persecutions [f). He shall 
receive now, even in this present time, even 
in the midst of unceasing persecutions, a^ 
recompense which shall give him an hun** 
dred-fold more delight than he could have 
derived from ease and security, from worldly 
riches, and even from the most dear and 
tender connections. He shall possess joy in 
the Holy Ghost. He shall have that peace 
of God^ which passeth all understanding. 
He shall rejoice in Jesus Christ as his Sa- 
vkrar* He shall exult in the prospect of 
dwelling to eternity in My presence y saith the 
Lord, where there is fulness of joy y^ and at My 

(/) Mark, x.a^rjo* Luke, xvlii. 2.9, 30. 
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right handy where there are pleasures for ever^ 
more. 

To conclude this branch of the subject. 
Whatever God may grant, or whatever with 
equal goodness he may withhold, or withdraw, 
from His faithful servant, while that servant 
continues in the body : every sacrifice made 
for the sake of God in this state of trial shall 
be overpaid in the world to come ; and over- 
paid in a measure which neither language can 
describe, nor imagination attain. In the wdrlJ 
to tome life everlasting ! Eye hath not see&» 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into 
the heart of man to conceive, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love 
Him ! He alone, who knows our nature, our 
inherent helplessness and corruption, and the 
particular temptations which each indivi- 
dual respectively would find it the most diffi- 
p^ult to withstand, knows what station of life, 
what course of events, will be the most benefi- 
cial to each of his servants. He alone who sur- 
veys at one view the past, the present, and the 
future, knows in what station of life and un- 
der what course of events each of His servants 
will most efficaciously answer the great pur- 
poses and plans of His Universal Providence. 
To this man He sees that riches may pro- 
perly be vouchsafed : from another He 

knows 
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knows that it is fitting to withhold thfcm^ 
The one He blesses by giving : the other by 
denying or by taking away* This man, He 
apipoint? to magnify the Divine mercy in 
prospdrity : that, to glorify His Lord by suf-^ 
feringi But whether the bkssing bestowed 
in the present world on His servants shall 
havfe befen wealth or poverty, honour or dis-s^ 
honour, case or tribulation j the end whicdbr 
awgits them all is the same. In the world ta 
cisme life everlasting! They have filled t^Ci 
stations upon earth to which Infinite Wisdom 
appointed them. They haye served the Lord 
in th?ir generation under thedifFerent circum-* 
dances in which, for their good and for Hi§ 
gloiy. He chose respecl;ively to place them: 
They Ji^Y^ passed, under the guidance and 
in the strength of Hi§ grace, through the 
various modes of trial and purification, by 
which He led them onward to Himself. They 
have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb* They have 
now died in the Lord, and are blessed. They 
rest from their labours, and their works do 
follow them. Justified by faith, sanctified 
by grace, they are now perfected in glory. 
Whatever sacrifices they may have sustained 
for the sake of God and thek Redeemer, 
they now find the full extent of the assu- 
«rance, T^he Lord is able to give thee much 

more 
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more than this. They now experience in hap* 
piness inexpressible tliat thehope by which th^ 
were encouraged while on eatth was a hopfe 
which maketh not ashamed (^) ; thdt il wias not 
in vain that they reckoned, that the sufFeriings 
of the present time are not worthy to be ccMn* 
pared with the glory which shall be revealed^ 
T^heir light afflictions^ which were but for a 
moment, have worked fot them a far more eic^ 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. For they 
looked not at the things which are seen^ hut iit 
the things which are not seen. They 'felt that 
the things nvhicb are seen 'Ore temporal, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal. ' 

■ Such are the encouragements, which the 
reply of the man of God to Amaziah may 
suggest to us. 

And which, you ask, of the encourage- 
ments, pertaining to the present life, were 
verified to Amaziah ? Perhaps you may l^m 
in the most useful manner the answer to this 
question, by turning your attention to the 
warnings, which the subject affords, 

II. The history of the King of Judah warrif 
us, when we are impelled to any undertaking 
bjr prospects of worldly profit, to study ill 
the first instance the will of God cbiicenung 

(g) Row. Y.5, 
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it. It warns us, if the undeitaking be found 
conformable to His will, to pursue it by sucli 
methods only as are agreeable to His good 
pleasure: if it be contrary to His will, to 
abandon our purpose at once. The original 
false step of Amaziah, the step which led hiin 
into all tht difficulties that followed, was thp 
hiring of the army of the Israelites without 
enquiring of the Lord. Their assistance hp 
Regarded as insuring victoiy ; and grasped at 
the supposed advantage at once. Be admo- 
nished by the ejcample. ,. But perhajjj^ you 
will rtplyj " I know not in what maniier I 
" am to .accommodate the-: example to my-: 
** self; My situation is very different frpm 
" that of the King of Judahs so difFerenf 
*^ that there is no resemblance, no analogy^ 
." between them. Amaziah, was blessed with 
*^ an opportunity of: solemnly seeking coun-^ 
*^ sel from God ^Himself, in the appointed 
" method, by the mouth of the High Priest; 
^^ And if he had thus laid the matter before 
** the Lord, he would ha,ve received specific 
^^ directions for his own conduct. But in 
1^ the present day God does not thus re- 
f^ solve, the questions of man. How am 
** I to learA whether my proposed ii|ci» 
^* dcrtaking .vv[iU ibe qplcasing\ ,to . Him ?" 
You are to learn .JH[is ;W^11 concerning it by 
,ti. ' ^ .:. ' making 
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making use of those means, by which He 
enables His servants in the present day to 
discover it, " What," you. ask, " are those' 
means ? Am I to open my bible at ran-' 
dom, and to consider the passage of Scrip- 
ture on which my eye may fix as an an- 
swer from God on the subject ?'' Un- 
doubtedly not. Where do you find in the 
word of God any command or any encou- 
ragement to such a practice ? Do you expect 
that God shall work a miracle to guide your 
eye tgia suitable passage ? And if he does not, 
is it not wholly a chance on what verse your 
eye shall settle ? To enquire thus into the 
will of God is absurd, superstitious, and en^ 
thusiastical : and however pious may be the 
persons who have fceen deluded into it, for 
unhappily it is not to be denied that such 
have been knowa to adopt it, it is in truth a 
vain and presumptuous attempt to divine by 
the Scriptures. " Am I then, when. I lay 
the business before God in prayer, to look 
upon any striking thoughts or any empha- 
tical words respecting it which arise in 
my mind during ray devotions, as an aiv-^ 
" swer to my supplications, and as a direction: 
Ai from above ?'* Certainly not. Where is the 
passage in Holy Writ, which authorises you 
to regard thoughts and words arising iu your 
mind during prayer as an answer to your 

M 2 doMbtSi. 
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doubts, a communication of the will of God ? 
Such ideas have xlo warrant in the Gospel. . 
They arc visionary; they are enthusiastic; 
they may be instrumental to the grossest de- 
lusion. " What then am I to do ? What 
*^ is the method in which I am now to search, 
" whether my purpose be pleasing to God, or' 
" not ?" In the first place. Pray fervently to; 
God in the name of your Redeemer, that He 
would enable you to discern the true nature 
of the measure which you have in view, and of* 
the motives which incline you to engage in it j ' 
and that he would grant you grace cheerfully 
and immediately to lay aside every v^ash, every 
thought, of pursuing it, if it should prove cwti^ 
fiiU examination to beyour duty to give it up. 
Then take a distinct and impartial survey of 
of your proposed undertaking. xA^pply to the 
examination of it those passages of Scriptyre, 
which, either in their particular meaning, or 
in their general spirit, are found to warrantor 
to condemn it. If they warrant it, consider 
whether there appears a reasonable prospect 
that it will succeed. Consider whether sue* 
cess in it will be likely, under existing cir- 
cumstances, to promote on the whole the 
glory of God, the good of your neighbou^ 
the religious interests of yourself and your 
fanuly. If your undertaking be sanctioned by 
Scripture, and evidently likely to have these: 

cons^ 
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consequences J you may conclude, that it is* 
acceptable to God. If you are hot satisfied 
that it is agreeable to His word, and that thcsft 
consequences will probably follow ; you may 
conclude, whatever be the worldly advantage 
which the measure under contemplation may 
promise, that the will of God is, that you 
should lay it aside. 

Again ; we are admonished, by the words 
of the Prophet, how great is the sin, how fatal 
will be the result, of a refusal to make any 
$acri%e, however large, of present interest 
which an enlightened conscience requires. 

Away with difficulties, with reserves, with 
demurs, with parleys, with reluctance. Hesi- 
tate not a moment. What ingratitude towards 
God, to beaverse to relinquish for his sakcsomc 
advantage, some worldly prospect, which he 
calls upon you to renounce ; when he is eycry 
day and every hour crowning you with num- 
berless benefits, and for your sake gave up 
His beloved Son to death on the cross! 
What daring rebellion against His sovereign 
authority, . to cling to some gainful object of 
the moment, when He commands you to 
abandon it ! What shameful distrust of His 
goodness, to hold fast some forbidden interest, 
when He promises to bestow upon you abun- 
dantly more ! Apply these considerations to 
your transactions in common Ufe. Are you 

M 3 )^\JltS.W\XV^ 
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pursuing your occupation in any unrightcpui 
way ? Arc you grasping at money in your 
business by injustice, by over-reaching, by 
artifice? Forsake every such practice, and 
turn to the Lord your God. Relinquishing 
all such gain, walk honestly in the Lord 
Jesus : He is able to bestow upon you much 
tr.zrc. Are you flying in the face of His laws; 
carr\nng on your worldly calling on the Sab- 
bath j and professing that you cannot lay 
aside the practice, lest your profit should be 
transferred to others who have no scruples of 
conscience ? Obey the Commandment of your 
CJcx!, and hallow His sacred day. Provoke 
Him not by breaking its holy rest. If your 
pix>tit dej^nds-on setting God at defiance-, 
give it up, be it what it may. Give it up, if 
api>an;ntly it be your whole livelihood, "^he 
jMtd is able to give thee much more than this. 
But if you will not take warning, proceed. 
If you will hs rich ; ie strong for the battle. 
tio on week after week in covetousness, in 
extortion, in deceit ! Go on week after week 
to profane the day which the most High has 
iTScrvcd to Himself. God shall make thee fall ; 
fvr Gcd kiUb fxnver to help and to cast down. 
\\>\\ .shall find the wealth which you gain by 
ctivcttuusncss, by extortion, by deceit, bp pro- 
luning the day of the Lord, a snare and a 
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^dcorldly Interest to Duty. 167 

curse to you. You shall find it cat into your 
peace and safety like a canker. 

Farther ; when you promise to yourself a 
recompense at the hand of the Lord for sacri- 
fices which you have made for His sake ; neg- 
lect not the steps which are necessary in order 
to obtain it. What are those steps ? Learn 
from the history of Amaziah. When the 
Prophet exhorted him to submit to the loss 
of the hundred talents, rather than disobey 
God; he complied. ^* And no doubt the 
" Lord GodV you answer, " repaid him most 
" amply for the loss." God gave him the victory 
over the Edomites : but permitted the Israel- 
ites, who were highly enraged at their * dis- 
mission, to seize the opportunity which the 
King's absence on his expedition against 
Edom opened to their revenge. They attacked 
the cities of Judah, slaughtered several thou- 
sands of the inhabitants, ■ and carried away 
abundance of valuable spoil. *' And for this 
^^ additional los^, this unexpected and very 
^^ distressing trial, Amaziah was assuredly re-* 
*' compensed in a most signal manner by the 
*^ Lord. In proportion as a life beyond the 
" grave was in those days obscurely revealed, 
*' great rewards in the present world were 
*^ bestowed upon the righteous • Amaziah 
^^ therefore, we may presume, reigned 
![^ in eminent wealth aJtd honour on the 

M 4 , *' \i\X^«VA 
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** throne of David, blessed with prosperity 
at home, triumphant over all his ene- ' 
mies abroad/' Quite the contrary. Joash 
the King of Israel conquered him in battle ; 
took him prisoner; plundered him of aHl 
his treasures ; and broke down the walls of 
Jerusalem. And afterwards, the subjects of 
Amaziah conspired against him ; and when 
he fled from them for his life, they followed 
him to Lachish, and there slew him. " But 
" whence," you ask, " was this unexpected 
" result. The hundred talents were resigned > 
" yet Amaziah lives in calamity, and dies by 
** violence and treason ! Did the Lord God, 
" the God of goodness and truth, forsake 
" His servant?" No. The Lord forsook 
^maziah, because Amaziah drew back from 
bting His servant. Amaziah, when he had 
destroyed the Edomites, brought with him 
to Jerusalem their idols ; and with the in- 
fatuation which belongs to presumptuous 
weakness, set them up to be his gods, and 
burned incense to them, and worshipped 
them. Yet the sword of divine justice paused 
in its scabbard. Where sin abounded^ grace 
much more abounded. The Lord Jehovah, in- 
stead of immediately cutting off the King in 
the midst of his ingratitude and impiety, was 
mercifully pleased again to send a prophet 
to rebuke him and^ call him to repentance. 

And 
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And the prophet said unto him ; Why hast thou 
sought after the gods of the people of Edom, 
which could not deliver their own people out of 
thine hand{i) T* How did the King re- 
ceive tlie message from God ? When the 
former prophet had delivered his message, 
Amaziah obeyed the command. Did he now 
humble himself before His Maker ? Mark 
how obstinately his heart was fixed in apos->> 
tacy. He charged the prophet with insolent 
obtrusiveness for daring to reprove him : and 
ordered him to be silent on pain of punish* 
ment. The King said unto him ; ** Art thou 
" made of the King's counsel? Forbear. Why 
" shouldst thou be smitten f" Then the prophet, 
perceiving him not to be reclaimed, pro* 
nounced his doom. " / Jknow that God hatb 
" determined to destroy thee^ because thou bast 
" done this^ and hast not hearkened unto my 
" counsel Hence followed the disastrous re* 
sidue of his life, and his miserable end. Leam 
from this example that no former acts of 
righteousness, no former sacrifices of present 
interest for conscience-sake, ^^ avail you as 
an excuse for indulging afterwards in sin. If 
you would reap the rewards which are pro-- 
vided through the blood of Christ for those 
former acts of righteousness, for thos6 for* 

(i) 2 Chrom xzT. 15, i6. 
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mer sacrifices ? seek the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, that you may continue a consistent 
and zealous servant of your God and Re-* 
decmer to the end of your life. Trust not, 
in strength of your own. How were you 
turned unto God from your original corrup- 
tion ? Entirely by the renewing influence 
of His Spirit. How are you to be enabled 
to persevere? Entirely by the operation of 
the same Sanctifier. But I beseech you^ my 
brethren, that ye receive not his grace in vain. 
Be not you of the number of those who draw 
back unto perdition. If any man draw back^ 
My souly saith the Lord, shall have no pleasure 
in him. When I say to the righteous that be 
shall surely live ; if he trust to his own righteous-^ " ^ 
ness and commit iniquity^ all his righteousness 
shall not he remembered^ but for his iniquity that 
he bath committed he shall die for it. When the 
righteous turneth away from his righteousness 
and committeth iniquity^ and doth according to 
all the abominations that the wicked man doth ; 
shall he live? All his righteousness that he 
hath done shall Hot be mentioned : in his trespass 
that be hath trespassed^ and in his sin that he 
bath sinnedy in them shall he die {k). 



(^)2Cor. vl, I. Hebr. 3?. 38, 39. Ezek. xxxili, ^j, 
xy!i*u 24* 
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SERMON X. 

On Christian Bounty, 



DeUT. XV. II. 

Thou shah open thine hand wide unto thy bro^ 
ther^ to thy poor^ and to thy needy. 

T^HE word of God, solicitous, while it 
commands obedience, to approve its 
preceptr to the understanding, very fre- 
quently accompanies the injunction with a 
brief remark suggesting the reasonableness 
of the duty. Hovv manifest is the obliga-- 
tioa to love God, when we are instructed to 
love Him because he first loved us {a) ! How 
equitable the love of man, when we read 
that, if God so loved us^ we ou^ also to love 
one another {b) I How satisfactory the argu- 
ment for universal forgiveness of injuries : 
Even as Christ forgave you^ so also do ye {c) ! 
How decisive the plea for the reception of 

{a) I Johiii 17. igt {If) I Johllj iv. II. {c) Col. Hi. 13. 

the 
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the stranger as a brother : Tbe Lord hvetb the 
it ranger in giving him food and raiment : love 
je therefore , the stranger id). How obvious 
to the man who feejs the truth of the intro- 
ductory memento, The Lord thy God hlessetb 
thee {e)y is the duty of opening the hand wide 
to the brethren, to the poor, to the needy ! 

What then if, for an instant, we might 
suspend, in our own case, the obligation to 
Christian bouuty, on the truth bf that intro- 
ductory memento as applicable to ourselves ? 
What if, placing out of sight every other 
passage in the Scriptures which can be sup- 
posed to bear, either in the , way of com- 
mandpient or of exemplification, upon the 
duty, we rest the authority of the preempt 
before us as to ourselves, the authorifj^ of the 

• 

only precept, according ta our present as- 
sumption, which prefers a claim to our re- 
gard on the subject of bounty, upon the 
result of the enquiry. Has the Lord our 
God blessed us ? Be it allowed, for a mo- 
ment, there to rest it! Has the Lord our 
God blesse<^ us ? Be the enquiry proposed. 
What is he who suggests it ? What are they 
to whom it is suggested ? My brethren ^ 
What are we ? We are intelligent beings ; 
beings formed out of nothing ; beings in*- 

(J) Deut. X. 17 — 19. (f) Peut, xv. 6. 

vested 
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Vested with capacities for various kinds and 
modes of happiness; beings placed in a 
world furnished with objects corresponding 
to these capacities ; beings thus dbated, thus 
endowed, thus stationed, by the spontaneous 
bounty of God* We are retiellious beings, 
on whom God, of his own free and im- 
measurable goodness, has had rsfi;txy : whoni 
He has so loved^ th^ He sent His son to be the 
propitiation for our sinSy to redeem us^ hy His 
bloody gave His only begotten Sony that nd»»^ 
ever believetJb in Him should not perish^ but 
should have everlasting life {f) • Let yiG a(l- 
vance to particulars. We have been brought 
into the world not in the days of anckait 
obscurity, when the Sun of Aightousnett 
had not jfet arisen to enlighten the gloom, 
hut in the season of His meridian lustre t 
not in a region yet lying in the shadow <rf 
death, overspread with Pagan or M^o- 
aietan darkness ; not in a land Where tht 
beams 6f the Gospel are dimmed and re* 
pelled by the mists of Popish superstition ; 
but in a country where they'shine at large, 
and shine with primeval purity* We arc 
inhabitants, not of a land where despotism 
tramples on the right? of millions, or 
anarchy levels all things in misery; but, of a 

yealm 
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realm flourishing, under the influence of civil 
liberty, in a profusion elsewhere unknown 
of earthly advantages . What, for many past 
years, has been our situation ? We have bean 
spectators, uninjured, essentially uninjured, 
spectators, of the tempest which has desor 
lated the face of Europe. While the Con-* 
tinent has been changed into a field of 
slaughter, our own island has been unsullied 
with blood. On that element, on which vuj- 
equivocal superiority has apparently beetn in- 
dispensable to our safety^ our arms have been 
crowned with invariable and unexampled 
triumphs. When the wisdom of Providence 
has seen fit to teach us by defeat to knonv our-r 
selves to be but men {g) ; it lias been by. defeat 
on at (foreign ^ soil, by defeat where -the vital 
strength of our country was not committed, 
by defeat whence no radical injuiy to our- 
sdves has ensued, be defeat in gallant efforts 
to uphold those whom the Divine Will, dis-- 
closed by the events of succeeding years, had 
consigned to subjugation. What is our situ^ 
ation at this hour ? The menaces, the plan^, 
the gigantic power, the diffusive combma-i 
tions of our enemies, have not been permitted 
to prevail. Our laws and institutions arc 
yet secure. Our territory is yet inviolatcv 

(f ) Ps4lm» tpc. Z9. 

Our 
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Our country is yet maintained erect amidst 
the overthrow of nations -, a column among 
ruins ; an oak untouched amidst the down- 
fall of the forest. These are general and 
public blessings. How many private mer- 
cies, vouchsafed to ourselves individually, 
may each of us add to the account ! Let us 
contemplate these facts, and answer the 
enquiry ; Has the Lord our God blessed us ? 
Let us contemplate these facts, and answer 
individually, each of us for himself, whether 
we ought not to open our hand wide unto 
our brotlier, to the pQor, and to the needy. 

The preceding view of the case may illus^- 
trate.the energy wijA which the general ob-^ 
figatioa to Christian bounty presses, in coa-f 
spquence of special circumstances, upoi^ every 
one qf us. . Let it not however, be supposed 
that it is only under the reception of extra- 
ordinary blessings tliat the motive which has 
been adduced is applicable: or that the 
simple precept, independently of any refe- 
rence to any blessing, public or private, 
which we have received, would not have 
been of itself conclusive. When the Lord 
of heaven and earth vouchsafes to subjoin a 
reason for his commandments ; let us receive 
with gratitude the light thus poured upon 
them. But let us not forget that our obli- 
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gation to obedience is complete in the simple 
truth \ This is the will of God (h). 

On the subject of Christian bounty the 
will of God is amply revealed. Not only is 
the general duty prescribed oi* implied in 
numerous passages of Scripture, but the 
nature of it is elucidated by particular, di- 
rections. The general duty is a branch of 
that mutual love, by which all the disciples 
of Christ are to be characterised. It is one 
of the subdivisions of the command, Thau 
ihalt love thy neighbour as thyself. If thou in 
thy distress would'st d#slre th^ the hand of 
brotherhood should be opened w^ide unto 
thee \ open thou thine *%and wide to thy 
brother, to the poor, and to the needy. 

The measure of bounty is diktinctly speci- 
fied in the New Teistariieht. What i^ that 
ineasure ? A measure evidently most reason^ 
able, most equitable : the ability of the indi- 
vidual. Bounty, the outward manifestation 
of the willing mina^ is accepted of God ac^ 
tor ding to that a man hath^ and not according 
to that he hath not (/). 

By whom is the ability of an individual to 
be estimated? By himself. In determining 
the due amount, and the most beneficial ap- 
plication, of his gifts, he will gladly profit, if 

(i^) I Thess. ir. 3* (i) 2 Cor. vtii. iz, 

6 h« 
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he be wise, by die suggestions xx>fsalutavy} 
cotinsele But bounty, in its' essence a volun- 
tary, act^ loses its nature if stretched; or comn: 
pressed by comptilsory dictates, .of pother 
man's jiidgeracnt.^ ' ; . 

By what criterion is he to estimate his abiid 
lity ? This question, the answei^. to Vrbich; 
seems, on the first view, to imply f no mor^i 
than the fecollebtion of plain fleets heces^arily,^ 
known to the individual, may on that account' 
appear needless and strange. It is^a question^' 
however, which fnany men neither propose 
to themselves with frequency a)id distinct* 
ness^ nor when they do propose it to tbe^i-; 
selves, answer on Christian grounds. 

The man who shuts himself up in cold, 
penuriousness thinks not of Christian bounty, 
or thinks' of it only . to evade it. : His ability 
to bestow, as the measure of the duty of bc^ 
stowing, he wishes not to investigate. H^ 
would gladly persuade himself, if the subject 
be forced upon him, of his inability* His 
possessions are ever in his mind ; not however 
as: articles to be dispensed,; but as objects to bQ 
jetainedand augmented. A grain from his 
heap he is at times* compelled .by circum- 
stances to contribute./^ A grain he may oc- 
cs^onally give under a transient darm of 
4K)nscience ; and may put it down to an ideal 
. ' : N account 
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account of atooement for tran^^K^Lon. A 
grain he may now and thea in^paxt under the: 
momentary unpoise of fcdbag; andmay D^s^id^ 
lumseif with cx>mplacence as hjavuigpcrfiiimBcd 
a deed of unsolicited and needkfs iii)p^t7ii. 
But his heart is set upon his idol. He ipust 
turn from his idol to ^ fiving ^nd true Gqd^ 
he must love the Lord his God with ^ his. 
h^Tty before he mil earnestly begin to cafe 
quire ; ^ How much ^ die sdke of my .Cfaodi 
^iisxk I able to bestow, upon manT 

Ccmslder persons (^another dass ; person* 
not particularly defbAive in benemlencc^ 
placed in easy ^ in affluent circumstances^ 
and in a measure accustomed to form, thou|^ 
perhaps at distant paiods^ some esdmate of 
thjnr own ability, and of dieir consequent, 
duty, as to a more or a less extended exendsfe 
of beneficence. Is an error in their caloilat- 
tions common ? ^Very common. From what 
source does it proo^P Fron^ an ormc ia 
the principle oa which their con^utadoR. 
rtsts. They take their course of life aa it is>, 
instead of tiddng it as it ought to be. In ar-^. 
ranging tiieir general plan of proceedings^ ioL 
decidkig as to the adoption of haUts^ in the 
adjustment c^ proposed expenditure to. ini^. 
Come, they donot notedown Christian boagt]!^ 
correspondent in its regular amount t» the l»t 

II lentf 



On Cbristian Bounty. 179 

lents entrusted to their stewardship, as an 
original, a conspicuous, and a leading item. 
They do not deliberately exclude it. They 
<lo not purposely dismiss it from considera- 
tion. They would allow the propriety of 
providing for it a place in the sum total. 
But, practically, they do not assign to it a 
place among the articles, by the addition of 
which that sum is composed. The articles 
which they specifically note are nearly suffi- 
cient to form without it the sum total, not^^ 
it may be, of their annual income, but of the 
proportion of that income which they deem 
themselves warranted in point of prudence to 
expend. Their scale of expenses is settled 
on a survey, more or less distinct, of their in- 
come, thdr station, the customs of the neigh- 
bourhood, the fashions of the polite world : 
and bounty, so far as it becomes an object of 
l^reidous thought;, is huddled up in the gene- 
ral mass« with a confused intention that its 
daims shall in some way receive due regard, 
^* Though no appropriate fund be assigned 
" to those clams ^ yet charity is so com- 
" mendable, so manifestly right, that assur- 
^ cdly wc shall not be deficient in it/' Alto- 
gedier deficient in charity the persons in 
question will not be. But what can be expect- 
ti! ar to ^c supply of a continual demand^ 

N 2 for 
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for which no fiind, or no adequate fund, is 
set apart ? If the fountain be uncertain and 
scanty ; shall the stream be perennial and 
plenteous ? Then come unforeseen and inci- 
dental drawbacks. Domestic expenses exce^ 
the estimate. A sudden journey, or a fit of 
sickness, or an improvement in the hous6 ot 
its appendages, drains the purse. The stream 
of bounty intermits or declines. Yet, if 
blame were intimated, what would be the 
reply ? " We do not lay up any thing ; at 
" least we lay up no more than duty to 
" our family requires." The fact is not dis- 
puted. " We are frequently in difficulties 
** as to money." Neither is this positioa 
controverted. " We give away as much as 
" wc can afford." You do give away as 
much as you can afford : as much as you can 
afford to give, upon your present plan of life. 
But is that plan as it should be ? Is it chria-. 
tian ? Is it christian if, out of the possessipns 
which God has committed into your h^ds, 
it leaves you merely the present portion for 
bounty ? Is it a plan in which, if you love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
your neighbour as yourself; is it a plan.^. 
wliich, if you are anxious to live unto the. 
rA)rd Jesus Christ who died for you^ ^4J^ 
commanded you to minister unjto his negea^ 

sitous 
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sitpus brethren as 'to himself, you can persCf 

vere ? It is hot that you are.required to sell all 
that you have, and to give the produce to the 
poor. It is not that you are commanded to 
throw your wealth into a common stock with 
the poverty of your indigent neighbours. '■ It 
is not that you are exhorted to cast away 
comforts, and pare off every reasonable, iii^- 
dulgence. Let the distinctions of society be 
preserved : for God hath appoihffed theiii. 
Let innocent gratifications be enjdyed : for 
the enjoyment of them in moderation God 
approves. But let it not be forgotten, that 
we are strangers and pilgrims; upon- earth. 
Let us dread that solicitude for accommoda- 
tions and indulgences on our way, which 
deadens our hearts to the distress of our felr 
low travellers, or disables us from contribute 
ing uniformly and largely to its relief. Let 
charity be ever considered in the arrangement 
of your yearly expenditure, and considered, 
for the sake of your Redeemer, as an indis- 
pensable and a prominent article: as an ar^ 
tide to be encreased, whether other articles 
be or be not encreased, with every augmen- 
tation of jour revenue : as an article never to 
be stifFered intentionally to fall short of a de- 
finite proportion of that revenue. Remem- 
ber als6, that the scriptural measure af your 

■ - N 3 obliga- 
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obligation to bounty is your reasonable abir 
lity, not your artificial inability. The duty 
of opening your hand wide to yoi^r brother, 
to the poor, and to the needy, is not to be 
escaped by encircling your hand with voIuxl- 
tary ligatures, and then shewing to how small 
a compass only it can be expanded. Reduce 
the external trappings of your station, be it 
higher or lower, within the narrowest limits 
which decency of appearance will authorise. 
Renounce every .extravagant indulgence ; 
be sparing in lawful gratifications which en*- 
tail expense. The foundation of Christian 
bounty must in part be laid in Christian 
, self-denial. 

There is yet another class not free from 
error on the important point of ability to be 
bountiful. The persons now in view haviC, 
warm hearts; purpose to live under the in- 
fluence of religion ; are strongly impelled 
both by natural feeling and by conscience to 
charity; are anxious that their bounty should 
fill the scriptural measure of their ahili^; 
but partly through an excessive apprehension 
of falling short, or of being deemed to fall 
shorty in points of propriety, partly from a 
degree of love of the world still* lurking^ 
tliough by themselves unperceived, in thdr 
hearts^ entangle themselves in much neediest 

expense; 
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«i|)ensb : attd ulfimiltely ^scover; whli eqisai 
perple^y and distress, diat ii retrehthnseiii 
toust take plac6 either iii charitable doha« 
tioii8» or in ofdinaiy £sbikrdements; Do 
you discern this dekriptioh to ibehsSe your* 
$elve^ ? Be pi^siuided that bounty demand^ 
the supporting hand of aelf-denial. Oh your 
present: {Han you would reconcile incotnpati- 
lttU6es. The one or the other of your ob-^ 
jectf must ^ve way; There \t n6 alternative. 
If you wU be the votaries of custom, berie^r 
cenc^ ihust be curtailed. If you pd:^ist in 
saying within yourselves, ** We must 66 as 
■* our heighbburs do : we must go whi- 
*^ ther our neighbours go : we must have 
^. our proprieties as heretofore, our accom- 
^^ ihodalions, our feshions : if in ant>theif 
^ hotrse we see a new elc^hc^, #e shall: ht 
^ thought singular or parsimbnibus if we 
'^ do not adopt it : if w6 alter oui: miDde of 
^ Hving, we shdl.be considered as on the 
verge" of min^ and shall s^ ourselves and 
our children dfcspised--^:" the point is 
itttl^; Debts incurred will take precedence 
^ bounties^ in&nded. The sum on which 
justice has a elaini cannot be assigned to cha«^ 
iity. Brdaki in the strength of divine grace, 
your fetters. Live above the world. You 
are Stcvraurds of God. // is required in stew^ 

N 4 ards 
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iBonis that a man he found faithful {k). T& )« 
bountiful to the poor according to the f atncM 
of the mdisurc !ordained in the word of GkA 
is a branch: of the fideiitf of your steward^ 
ship* Watch and prajlJhat ye enter mt int9 
former hUAts of temptation. jTfe spirit indeed 
is willing yiut the fesb is nveai. ' 

In the next place, bounty must be ren- 
dered with cheerfulness . In the verses which 
precede the text, the alacrity of the* intemdl 
disposition is: introduced as a preliminary to 
the outward act of duty. Thou sbalt not 
harden thine hearty .nor shut thine hand frtm 
thypoor brothtrry thou shalt surely give* himy and 
tjkiw bf art. shall not be grieved whem tboW^gi^eii 
uftto himfjy In the passage alsq in[ which 
we have been instructed by St. Paul that dta-> 
rity is accepted of God according to thatwBicB 
a man hathy a nvilling Mind is premised as a 
qualification -, indispensable to our accept** 
tance {m). The subsequent observations' of 
the apostle breathe the same spirit : I thought 
it necessary to exhort the brethren that they would 
go before unto you ^ and make up beforehand your 
bounty y whereof ye had notice before^ that the same 
might be ready y as a matter of bounty andkot^as of 
covetousness. Every man according as he purposeth 

(i) I Cor. iv.'a. ^ (A Deut. xv. 7, 10, . ' 

(m) 3 Cor.vjii. i2« 

in 
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iribii hearty so let him give : let the inclination 
of his heart prompt and accompany his hand, 
that his bounty may "be not - grudgingly ^ or vf 
necessity : for God loveth a cheerful giver {n). 
If, wearied by importunity, or constrained by 
thatne, you at length yidd reluctant aid to a 
needy brother ; do you denominate the aid 
bounty ? Why hot honour with the same 
j^eltation your payment to the Poor's-rate ? 
^ Are you then habitually giving According 
to your ability estimated by the scriptural 
standard ? Are you also giving with cheerfiil* 
ftess ? Be not puffed up. The ability and 
the disposition comfi from God. His provi- 
dence furnishes the means ; His grace the in- 
4^Qation to employ them to His glory. It 
is'God which worketh in you both to will and t9 
da. Who mn /, and what is my people ^ that W£ 
shmld be able to offer so willingly ^ after this 
sort ? For all'fhings come of Thee .^ a7id of thine 
own ba'i>e we given Thee {o). 
''. In.estimatiiig the extent of your bounty, 
do not deceivse yobrself. Beware lest you 
range linder the bead of charity parts of your 
expencfeture which belong to anotlier title. 
A bridge near your residence is swept away 
by a flood. You subcfibe largely towards 

{n) 2 Cor. ii.5. 7. . 
i : ' - (^)Philipp.ii. ij, t ChroH. axix. 14. 

rebuild- 
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rebuilding it. You have felt the los6 \A point 
of commodiousness. You have percdvied 
that the view from your windows i« bc^ 
reaved of an ornament* Let convenience be 
consulted : let reasonable ornament be re^ 
garded« But call not the sum which you 
pay for convenience^ or for ornament^ cha- 
rity. Some military preparation connected 
with local or national defence is proposed^ 
You give an ample contribution. Any 
part of this sum which you have added exclu-» 
sively for the Christian purpose of saving tho 
purses of others less able to bear the charge 
than yourself, is bounty. Do you apply 
the term to the remaindei* ?• As equitably may 
you apply it to the premium which you pay 
for the insurance of your house against fire, 
or of your vessel against capture. You arc 
liberal in pecuniary allowances to your chil* 
dren who are become men and women. It is 
well. But -are these disbursements to te 
classed under charity? You hear yourself 
termed the friend of the poor, because 
for years you have employed numbers in 
forming the artificial lake which embellishea 
your prospect. For years they bive derived 
subsistence for themselves and their families 
from the occupation which you have furnish* 
ed. And they would equ^y have obtained 

subsist^ 
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subsistence, had they been employed by a pub- 
lic company in digging a navigable canaL 
Would' charity have been the object in the 
latter cd$e ? Was it in the former ? 

In the article of liberality the rich might 
frequently receive a lesson from the indigent. 
How often are the petty contributions of the 
poor to the relief of neighbouring distress su- 
perior to the donations of the wealthy ! How 
large a proportion are sei^vants known to con- 

tr^tite out of their yearly earnings to the 
support of an aged parent, or to the aid of 

an infirip hrdjier or sister ! How often is a 
' cottager, who by his labour can scarcely pro- 
vide day by day for his own children, seen 
to take upon himself the maintainance of the 
.orphan of a relative ! The charity of those 
who occupy the humble walks of life is, at 
times, almost the repetition of the widows 
znite. It is nearly W/ that they have ^ even 
4dl their living. 

In the exercise of bounty, use discrimina- 
tion. The use or the neglect of discrimina- 
tion is one of the signs, which will tend to in- 
dicate to others the principle on which you 
arc acting in the disposal of money, and will 
assist you in ascertaining it for yourself. If 
you habitually ^ve without reflection, with- 
out enquiry into circumstances and charac- 
ters; 
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to^j the inference is 'merely, that you are 
careless as to the possession oiF money, 'Yon 
may have good nature ; but there » no proof 
that you have the spirit of charity. If 
you attend simply, though promptly, to 
circumstances of distress without ' rega'M to 
character in the party relieved ; there is a nia- 
nifestation of amiable and compassionate feel- 
ing, but no evidence of scriptural love. If you 
take moral conduct into the account, but 
stop short of all consideration of Christian 
character ; you have testified regard for moral 
adtions, but not for Christianity. If, in ad- 
dition to the as^staince to which mere distress 
iij unquestionably entitled ; hi ' addifion also 
to the increase of bounty which* is rig'htly ren^- 
deried to the claims of moral conduct ; yottr . 
heart diktds, and yoiirr Rand opens more wide^ 
in proportion as yt)u are strengthened in the 
conviction that the object of your benevo^ 
lence is a sincere servant of his and your Re- 
deemer : then have you demonisi:rated that 
your beneficence is Christian charity. Then 
have you shewn that, loving your Sa- 
viour, you love his image wherever you dis- 
cern it, and delight in relitvmg Hisbiiethren 
for His sake". In examining therefore "your 
proceedings as to bounty, ask yburself not 
merely whether, to the exteiit of 'your real 

ability. 
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ability, jrou do good unto all menyto the poor, to 
your friend, to your enemy,, for your ene- 
my is your neighbour; but whether also, 
you do good specially unfa • them who are of the 
household of faith (/). Ask yourself whether 
you study to m^dce the alleviation of tem* 
poral wants an intrpduction to the suppiy^of 
spiritual necessities. Ask yourself whether 
you gladly stretch forth a supporting hand to 

uphold any becoming measure, private ol^ 
public, for the communication of genuine: 
xieligion to an individual or to numbers, both 
within your own immediate vicinity, and at' 
the extremity of the sphere of your influence.- 
On the outward manner ifi .which bounty' 
is to be- dispensed how instructive, how em- 
phatical, is our Lord 1 Letnu thy kft hand- 
know what thy right hand d$itb: This injunc- 
tion is givqi to secure the motive, and for thftt^ 
purpose .^pressly to banish ostwitation. - 0» 
some occasions, ^0 .conceal your bounty is \m^^ 
practicable. , It cases ' of . public contribu- 
tions it feequeritly must he .s»eh offHen. - Still 
the motive may be secum. : i©is-seeu/e/ if you 
do ndtyour alms in order {q) to^hf^^em^^^ for the* 
purpose of being st&o^of^nen. It is secure if 
the .publicity be incidental, nobintentional,-- 
liot. unnecessary. Jl It is secure if, when you^ 
kt your light shine before jnefty that they may* 

if) GaL vi. 10. Iq) n^.Ti6itfdiiy»i. Matth. vi. i. 
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seeytmr good worts ; your aim is not that men 
maj^ glorify yourself, but your Fafijur 'who is m 
heaven. The danger in such cases is^ that a 
mixed motive will insinuate itself ; and some* 
times unsuspectedly. Are you in doubt as ta^< 
ibc purity, the singleness, of your Qiotive M 
a particular donation f Ask yourself whether^ 
had you been certain that no human bekif 
wouU have knovm of the donation^ yoii' 
would have given the same sum, uid havv: 
l^vea it with cheerfulness^ 

Po not suppose that a duty can be dudcd: 
by evasions, or abrogated by contingencies* 
Say not, " We have been deceived by fic*^^ 
titious distress, and are disheartened/* For 
the future be circumspect : but be bountifuL: 
Say not, " We have been kind and have tipc* 
" rienced ingratitude." Was your leadmg^ 
motive for kindness to obtain . gratitude ? 
Hencefortli act upon a hi^r principle. 
And c^n you reasonably complain ef ingrati**- 
tude ? Are not you personally a. witness to- 
yourself, are not we all personally witnesses to< 
ourselves, that God ii kind to the unthankfiit 
and the ewl{ryS 

Of bounty in its largest meaning we have 
a consummate example in the son o|? GadL 
For ye knonp the grace of our I^etd Jesus Christ y 
that^ though he was ricb^ yet for your sokes be^ 

iecame 
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heeamefo^r^ that ye through his pweriy might 
be rich {s). How stimulating an inducement 
4oes the apostle thus address to the Co« 
rinthians, to prow the sincerity of their love ; 
to rouse them, as they abounded in other 
Christian attainments, to abound in this grace 
also ! The same we may conclude, was the 
inducement by which he had already roused 
the churches of Macedonia. So powerful had 
been its efficacy, that^ in a great trial ofaf^ 
^ctitnty the abundance of their joy^ and their 
^ deep poverty y' abounded unto^ the riches of their 
liberality. Far to their power^ he adds, I 
bear record^ yea and beyond their power y they 
vere willing of themselves 5 praying us with 
much entreaty that we would receive the gifty 
tiie contribution which they had prepared for 
the afflicted Christians of Judsea, and exceed- 
ing Ae hopes of St. Paul, because they first 
^^asoe their own selves unto the Lard (/). 
Mciice he justly anticipates the liberal distri-^ 
Sution {u) of the Corinthians ; the proof of the 
ik;^) which they bore to thrir Redeemer. Be 
it observed, for the circumstance is too im- 
portant to be left unnoticed, that the apostle, 
when he recites the bountifulness of the Ma- 
Gcdonlans, and when he anticipates that of 

(/) 2 Cor. Till. 9. fee alfo 7, 8. (0 t Con viii. 1—5. 
(») « Qift. ix. 1 }• riiu a^, 

' the 
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the CoiintliianSj refers it to the influence ofc 
the grace of Qpd upon their Ijearts. . That of 
the Macedonions he terms, the grace of God^ 
beUowed en the Churches of Macedonia (^). 
That of the Corinthians he denominates^ 
the exceeding grace of God in you : and with 
fervent gratitude sul^ins, "Thanks be unto. 
God for bis unspeakable gijt (w) ! Under lihe* 
preventing and accompanying influence: of. 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, let us shew our- 
selves touched by the love, alive totheexam-^ 
pie of our Lord. If he so loved us, sliali not, 
we love one another for his sake ? If lie for^ 
cur sakes disa^-rayed Himself of His celestial; 
glory ', if he bowed himself down to poverty 
acd sufferings and death, that He might ex^. 
alt us to His own right Ijand beside that eter** 
nal throne which in Hi? human nature He 
was tp resume : shall we, be niggards towards^ 
Him in testimonies of our affestion, of our? 
thankfulness? Shall HpJ-we jrgoice. to opeit 
wide our hand to our.fbrethen and His bre^ 
tfaren ? Shall not we strive to abound mvt and. 
more in that cheerful assistance, for His^sake;: 
to others, wjj^ch He has promised to rcgaid^ 
and accept as rendered to. Himself?. . * , ^i *\v 
Remember the i^ords ofthf Lord Jesus^ ,bw^ 
be said'. It is more blessed, to give, than Jo re- 

■ - • 

(t) jCor.viii. i» {w) a Ccr. «. itr^S' " 
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mw (^)-- ' Blessings in the present Mc^^ bles- 
sings bc^nd tb&grave^ ait ensured to thost 
uWho are bountiful 4 bountiful, that is to say; 
from the ChristiaaimoliTc. . When the cii- 
vine blessing is pledged to attend: auy/ctmrse 
of conduct, it is 'on> the affumptionutfaat 
the conduct proceeds r from love to God. 
Otherwise^ ye ham^ \n(r'yiiward .of .ymbn Fa*' 
tber 'which is in heaven.^ \ Let boitoty be tfie 
fruit of religion; and alms na less than 
prayers shall come up, fox a memorial be^ 
fore God {y). Blessed is he that consider eth 
the poor : the Lord will deliver him in time 
of trouble. The Lord will preserve bint^ 
and keep him alive ^ and he shall be blessed upon 
the earth : Tihou wilt not deliver him into the 
will of his enemies^ The Lord will strengthen 
him upon his bed of languishing,. Thou wilt 
make all his bed in his sickness, Come^ ye bless-- 
ed of my Father y inherit the kingdom pre^ 
pared for you from the foundation of the world. 
For I was an hungredy and ye gave me meat : 
I was thirsty y and ye gave me drink : I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in ; nakedy and ye 
clothed me (z). . You know the reverse of the 
description. You know the doom of the un- 
charitable. 

(«) A£ls, XX. 35. (y) A6i§y x. 4. 

(k) Pfalm xli. I— 3* Matth, zxv. 34^ 35. 
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My brethren, as children and stev<rards of 
God, objects of His love a&d dispensers o£ 
jHLis blessings, may wtgive all diligence m the 
«cercisc of Christian bounty^ of bounty 
iiabitual, ample, cheerful, discriminating; 
liounty directed to the glory of God, bounty 
for the sake, and according to the example, oi 
our Redeemer. May the hordmdke us to en^ 
urease and abound in love on/e towards another^ 
ioaid towards all men (a) / 

(a) 1 Tbess. iii. I2. 
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SERMON XL 

On Discontent. 
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Matth. XX. iSi^ 

Is it not lawful for me t9 do what I nxfill mtb 

mine own ? 



r^HRISTIAN tempers, and their oppo- 
sites, have an intimate connection with 
Christian Morality. The one, and of course 
the other, may be in their nature such, that 
their immediate exercise can reach only to 
men. Thus of the Christian temper, Libe« 
rality, and of its opposite, Covetousness, 
man only can be the actual object. In this 
case, and in every similar example, the influ- 
ence of tht Christian or unchristian temper 
on Morality is manifest. There arc other 
dispositions. Christian and their contraries, 
as humility, pride, gratitude, unthankful- 
ness, of which the immediate exercise may 
be directed either towards God or towardt 
men. When it is directed, towjirds mmi 

o a the 
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the influence on Morality is unequivocal. 
Nor, when the exercise of the disposition is 
directed to\yards God, is the influence on 
Morality disputable. The exercise towards 
God of any frame of mind, becoming or un- 
becoming one of His creatures, has a decided 
bearing on the Morality of the individual : 
partly, by forming a habit of mind favour- 
able or unfavourable to right conduct towai'ds 
m^ 5 and partly by promoting or impeding 
those communications of divine grace, on 
which, as the fruit of the vine-branch on 
nutriment derived from the vine, right con- ^^ 
duct towards men depends. > ^ 

In the present discourse the nature and the 
effects of Discontent, a temper wholly oppo>- 
site to a Christian disposition, are to be in*- 
vestigated. 

The parable of tlie labourers in the vine* 
yard appears to have had, like other parables 
delivered .by our Lord, a two-fold purpose. 
It seems tp have been designed partly, to in- 
dicate in a prophetical manner the malignant 
dissatisfaction, with which the Jews would 
contemplate, after the ascension of Christ, the 
admission of the Gentiles to a participation of 
the blessings of the gospel on a footing of ' 
equality with the descendant? from Abraham: 
and partly, to warn men in all future ages 

against 
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against the indulgence of a kindred spirit of 
discontent on any other occasion. It is to 
the latter purpose that the parable is now to 
be applied. 

When the labourers assembled in the even- 
ing to receive their wages, the owner of the 
Vineyard bountifully directed that a sum the 
same with that which he had contracted to 
give to the persons who had been hired early 
in the morning should also be paid to the 
others, who had been hired at later periods of 
the forenoon, or in the afternoon, or even but 
an hour before sunset. This determination 
raised no inconsiderable discontent among 
the labourers who had been sent early to the 
work, and who now imagined that they 
should receive an addition to the terms for 
which they had bargained. Disappointed in 
their expectation, they murmured against the 
good man of the house ^ saying ; T!hese last have 
%vrought but one hour^ and thou hast made them 
equal unto us^ which haa^e borne the burden 
and heat of the day. But he answered one of 
them^ some one who stood forward more cla- 
morously than the rest, and said\ Friend:^ I 
do thee no wrong. Didst not thou agree with me 
for a penny ? Take that thine isy and go thy way. 
I will give unto this last even as unto thee. 
Js it not Jawfulfor me to do what I will witk 

Q 3 mint 
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mine &wn ? Is thine eye evil^ because I am good? 
We may easily suppose the master, kind nq 
less than just, to have perceived various mo- 
tives, which might well induce a man of such 
principles to act as he had done. Perhaps 
he was aware that it was not from unwilling- 
ness to labour that several sets of his work- 
men had lost parts of the day; but merely 
because no man had hired them. Perhaps he 
observed that, when they were sent into his 
vineyard, they worked with greater diligence 
than their companions who had been hired 
sooner. Perhaps he reflected, that the ijien, 
who were hired at the eleventh hour, would 
have to pay as much money for the maintain- 
ance during the past day of themselves and 
their families as the others. At any rate, he 
was under no obligation to account to the 
murmurers for the reasons of his liberality to 
the rest. They did not complain that he 
was withholding from them any portion of 
the sum which he had promised. They did 
not intimate that the sum which they received 
from him was not an equitable recompense 
for their labour. Their eye was evil, be- 
cause he was good. Because he was kind^ 
they were gradging. Did that spirit point 
them out as worthy objects of bounty ? 
And was not the master to be the judge where 

it 
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it became him to bestow, and where to for- 
bear ? Was it not lawful for him to do wliat 
he would with his own ? 

The principal causes from which Dis- 
content proceeds are selfishness, envy, and 
pride. 

Selfishness renders a man so anxious t^ 
specting his person^ comforts and interests, 
that the sight of an object which he supposes 
likely to contribute to either, or evati the xt* 
collection of its existence, will suffice to ren- 
der him uneasy and restless. His mind be- 
comes busied in prefects for obtakiing it, or 
in repinings that it is beyond his reach. He 
is cloudy, sullen^ peevish, in the want of it : 
and in die possession of it speedily grows as 
discontented as befoiVy in consequence of diss^ 
covering that he now wishes for: some other 
acquisition. 

The envious man is discontented when hd 
views the happiness of another. The selfish 
man sees with disquiet any good in the pos*» 
session of his neighbour, because he desires 
to possess it himself. The envious riian is 
dbquieted simply because his neighbour tt^ 
joys the gratification of possessing it. For the 
object considered in itself, perhaps he has no 
inclination. Perhaps he is conscious that 
it would be a trouble and a burthen to him. 

o 4 Perhaps 
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Perhaps he is convinced that to himself it is 
unattainable. Yet he is wretched without 
it. It is not that he covets it for liimself : 
lie pines for it that his neighbour may have 
it hot. ; 

The proud man is indignant that others, 
whom lie despises, should possess an advan- 
tage of which he deems them unworthy : and 
doubly indignant, that he is not himself the 
possessor. If he obtains it, he is still dis- 
contented that others may enjoy it like-* 
vdse. 

' Discontent, viewed as an offence against 
God, involves folly, ingratitude, and prc^ 
sumption. 

It charges the wisdom of God with folly. 
It com{:^lains of His ajfpointments. It im- 
plies that He has not distributed his gifts 
to the greatest advantage : that we could 
iiave chosen bdtter for ourselves than he has 
chosen for us. Now when Job was suffering, 
•not under ah imaginary trouble from the dc^ 
sire of some object which he had never pos- 
sessed, but under the loss of all his earthly 
•wealth and of all his children; in all this 
•tribulation be sinned not ^ mr charged God 
foolishly {a). Contrasted with this example, 
how grievous is the folly of Discontent ! 

(#) Job, i. 22. 

Disponr 
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Discontent is base ingratitude to our Hea- 
venly Benefactor, Because he withholds 
some one particular gift on which we havt 
fixed our inclinations, we refuse to render the? 
tribute of cheerful thanks for the benefits 
which He has bestowed. He has crowned 
us with numberless blessings. He sustains 
and protects us by night and by day. He 
has mercy upon us notwithstanding our con- 
tinual tran sgressions . He has given his own 
Son to die for our iniquities. He sets before? 
us a kingdom of everlasting glory. Yet be* 
cause there is one object which he withholds 
or resumes, and withholds or resumes be- 
cause he loves us ; we are dissatisfied with 
his dealings, and slight his immeasurable 
' goodness ! When Job had to sustain, in ad- 
dition to the sudden loss of wealth and chil- 
dren, the severest bodily afflictions : was his 
language that of a discontented spirit ? What I 
shall we. receive good at the hand of God^ and 
shall we not receive evil? In all this did not 
Job sin with his lips {b). 

Discontent is presumption against the; 
Lord of the whole earth. It forgets that we 
are His servants. It assumes his prerogative, 
and aspires to regulate after its own will the 
course of His providence, to dispose according 

(3) Job, ii. lb. 
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to its own pleasure of the works of His hand, 
and of the offices in His household. Clothe it9 
tlioughts with words; and it says to the Most 
High J " I wish to be in such a station : why 
" dost thou not place me there ? I wish for 
" such a possession : why dost Thou not give 
" it to me ? I dislike such an office in Thy fe- 
^* mily : why hast thou fixed me in it ? I am 
" offended at such an event ; why hast Thou 
*^ allowed it to come upon me ?" Shall an 
earthly master choose his own servants for . 
the different posts in his house : and do you 
deny the same power to God? Shall an 
earthly master judge what is, the situation in 
which this man may serve him the best^ and 
what employment is fittest for another : and 
would you interfere with God in a similar ' 
exercise of His rights ? Shall an earthly pro* 
prietor dispense his bounty according to his . 
discretion : and do you "call to account the 
Proprietor of all things for the manner in 
which He distributes His blessings ? Shall the 
owner of a vineyard be justified in granting 
to the labourers hired at the eleventh hour 
wages equal to the sum which he had pro- 
jnised to the workmen, who had borne the . 
burthen and heat of the day : and shall not 
the Lord of all do what He will with his 
own, when J ob, stung by the groundless 

4 accusa* 
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accusations of his friends, was hurried into 
the rash and hopeless attempt of justifying 
himself before God : then was he ensnared, 
and we need not to wonder that he was left 
to be ensnared, into the language of Discon- 
tent. But the Lord answered Job^ and said; 
Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty 
instruct Him ? He that reproveth God^ let him 
answer it. Job felt . conviction instantly. 
Then Job answered the Lord^ and said i Behold. 
J am vile : what shall I answer thee ? I will lay 
mine hand upon my mouth. Once have I spoken 5 
but I will not answer : yea twice^ but I will pro* 
ced no farther {c). 

Observe the powerful influence of Discon** 
tent on Morality. 

. A tree may exhaust itself by the abundance 
4pfits produce: but evil tempers are strength- 
ened in proportion to the quantity of fruit 
which they bear. Hence, when one evil 
temper becomes the root of a second, the 
growth of the latter invigorates the former. 
When selfishness is the origin of Discontent, 
to cherish discontent is to encrease selfishness. 
It is to encourage the ^covetous desires over 
. which selfishness broods ; the rapafcious ef- 
forts, the deceitful machinations, by which it 
pursues the attainment of its object. When 

{c) Job, xl. 1—5. 
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Discontent springs from envy, to harbour it 
.is to nourish envy. It is to blacken the ma- 
lignity f)f the envious heart ; to envenom the 
glance of the envious eye. When Discon- 
tent proceeds from pride, to indulge it is to 
heighten pride. It is to stimulate contempt, 
to embitter sarcasm, to aggravate domineering 
oppression. It is to nurture every thought 
which pride fosters, every deed which it 
prompts, in opposition to the law of Christian 
Morality. How can the discontented man 
love his neighbour as himself ? 

He who lovetb God, will love his brother 
also {d). The two great commandments are 
€ver found hand in hand. He who loveth 
not God will not love his brother. So it was 
in the case represented in the parable. Of 
the persons who murmured against the goo0 
man of the house y under which title the su^ 
preme Lord of all is emblematically describ- 
ed, it is at the same time stated, that their 
eye was evil towards their associates. Look 
into your own hearts, and examine whether 
the case be not similar with you, in any in- 
stance of discontent. 

Consider faither, how deeply the spirit of 
discontent encroaches, if indulged, on the ob-. 
$crvance of relative duties. If governors are 

(4) I John, IV* 2 U 
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discontented with their subjects ; how strong 
is the temptation to fail in the offices of disin- 
terested and affectionate superintendance ? 
If subjects are discontented with their, go- 
vernors ; how languid is loyalty, h6w cold 
is obedience ! In private life, wl^en disconr 
tent occupies the bosom, eveiy object is 
viewed through the medium of irritation; 
Incidents in theipselves indifferent are Qiisin« 
terpreted, and excite commotion: incidents 
actually unpleasant raise a tempest, Hence^ 
the husband becomes sour and morose td* 
wards the wife -, the wife captious and 
cold towards her husband. Hence fathers 

^revoke their children to anger ^ mteeting their 
behaviour when xmblameablc with harsh and 
vexatious reprehension, so that they arc dis^ 

^tfl^tiraged [e). Hence, masters and mistresses 
cf families view with peevish dissatisfaction * 
the decent ability and attention of servants : 
and while they injure a useful domestic by a 
hasty and improvident dismissal, deprive 
themselves of \\is services on account of im-. 

. perfections no greater than must reasonably 

bei expected in his successor. Hence also^ 

friends cool in their attachment: and they 

who have long been united in the household of 

, faith, seem almost to forget the love of bro-c 

{i\ Col. ill. it. • 

therhood 



2o6 On Discontent. 

therhood. How immoral is a discontented 
mindl 

Let mc now suggest some considelrations, 
•which may he instrumental, imder the grace 
jpf God, in strengthening you against dis- 
content. 

; Recollect, in the first place, that objects 
which you have heretofore been very anxious 
to obtain, have not realised, when you have 
procured them, the expectations which you 
had cherished. Possibly when first possessed, 
thty may have afforded the satisfaction which 
you anticipated* But afterwards you found 
a large deficiency. If you^ should become 
master of the object which you now desire, 
you will experience the same result. Be less 
uneasy then in the want of it. 

In the next place ^ has it not repeatedljH 
happened that, when some other object on 
which you had set your heart has proved un- 
attainable J you have learned by experience, 
not Qnly that the possession of it was of less 
importance to your welfare than you had sup- 
posed, but that you have been enabled to live 
iji reasonable comfort without it ? Why 
should not the case be th? same with 
respect to the present object of your pur- 
suit? 

Again : has not: Discontent been a positive 
' . ■ source 
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source of unhappiness to you ? Has it not 
destroyed your tranquillity, poisoned youc sa- 
tisfactions, shut up many sources of del^t^ 
rendered you your own tormcntdr ? Caktftatp 
fairly and coolly, and tell yourself how oftea 
it has been that aa object, the mmt of which 
filled you with discontent, has: repaid ^oui 
when in your possession, £br the uneasiness 
which it occasioned to yoti before A i : 

Observe fourthly, how manifestly Discon- 
tent is a hindrance to the accompl^hmeut of 
its own wishes. Suppose that the d:9ect 
which you are solicitous to possess is in itself 
lawful, and that it is desirable for you. How 
is it to be obtained ? Are .not your own ex- 
ertions to be among the means by which it 
must be procured? Discontent misguides, 
jipmpedes, and baffles them. It clouds^ and un- 
settles the judgment; and urges you to rash, 
uncertain, and unproductive eflForts. Who 
is the man that will pursue his object with 
(Consistent prudence, with persevering energy i 
He who has exercised himself to ifring every 
f bought vtto captivity to the obedience of Christ : 
who neglecting no lawful means of succeeding 
in a lawful purpose, serenely commits the 
event to the good pleasure of Infinite Wisdom. 
»This is the man whose exertions will be cal- 
culated to attain their end. This is the man 

whose 
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whose exehions God, whether by prospering 
or by disappointing them, will bless. His ex-*^ 
jcrtions^ be the event of them what it may, to- 
gether with his prayers, whether granted or 
aot, shall turn into his tmn bosom. 

Reflect farther, on your own demerit. 
•* Another man," you say, *' enjoys more of 
*• the favours of God than myself" Why 
should not he enjoy more of them ? Perhaps 
you will answer; " He desei^ves them less than 
" I*'^ Deserves them less J How know you 
the measure of his deserts ? Who^rt thou that 
judged another y and asicribest the superiority to 
thyself? Perhaps this man's transgressions arc 
fewer than thine. Perhaps, if he sinneth 
more than thou in some points, in others he 
is less enslaved to wickedness than thou art^ 
Perhaps, when compared with thee by \^^ 
Searcher of hearts, he is seen to have offend- 
ed in the face of feinter light, against inferior 
instruction, under the contagion of worse ex- 
ample. Be these things as they may, do 
your deserve the favours which you grudge to 
you neighbour ? Is that grudging spirit an 
indication of deserving them ? Whether your 
neighbour be more unworthy or less un- 
worthy of them than yourself, do you pre-' 
sume to say, that in the sight of God you de- 
serve them ? Think of life and all its attends 

lo ant 
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^iMifdies bbstowed u{>dii yoir by His Inuiit- 
lifltidt think of the ct0tmtk»< benefits 
he has «how6red d6Wn tipdn ybo, and 
tontinues to you : aiiddtiBwerwhethcTj in^- 
Eof murmuring for an additional blcssm^^ 
not better to be employed in anrhum^ 
'tettfcssion that you have justly mcurred 
forfeiture of all that you have received. 
Lvicted by your own conscience, and con*- 
t*dj if you deal honestly with yourself, 
must be, of having made a worthless and 
(grateful return for the favours already 
Tiled upon you from youf birth to the 
(Ksetit moment ; you repine that you do not 
;ess more! And what if more were granted? 
^ Would not your responsibility be encreased ? 
^ Would not a proportionate return be de*- 
^- ttuided ? To wbomsoe^ier much is given^ of 
bim shall much be required. Unable as you 
have proved yourself to offer to your Benefac- 
tor and Judge even the semblance of a suitable 
return ; are you eager and impatient to swell 
with new articles an account, to which yojLi 
ought now to look forward, even if you re- 
pose on the merits of the great Redeemer, 
with aweful anxiety ; if on merits of your 
own, with despair ? In computing your pre- 
sent advantages, reckon as one of them, that 
you do not possess the 6bject, the want of 

p which 
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-which rdndef 3 yon discdntmted. Th^t God 
has not bestowed it upon you furnishesiaprp- 
. sumptioa^ that it would not be an advantage 
to you. Your dissatisfied temper respecting 
.it furnishes another presumption . That ac- 
<|uisition which you are discontented at not 
/possessing jou would probably employ amiss, 
were it granted. Be thankful that you have 
itnot. i 

In the next place; turn your eyes on the 
persons who, apparently, are less favoured at 
the hand of God than yourself. What is the 
possession for which you are so solicitous ? Is 
itj an increase of money ? How many persons 
are poorer than you j poorer in positive prch- 
perty, poorer in their station than you are in 
yours ! Is it some particular accommodation 
bearing closely en your comfort ? How many 
persons areunable to procure accommodations 
more important to them than your object is 
to you ! Is it elevation m your line of life, or 
removal to a higher ? How many, with open- 
ing prospects in their youth far superior to 
those with which you began to climb the as- 
cent of manhood, are now beneath your level ! 
Is it a desirablp settlement for a child ? How 
many parefnts have beheld their hopes, when 
seemingly on the verge of accomplishment, 
blighted for ever j or when those hopes have 

2 been 
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bccirpstensibly fulfilled, terminating in a still 
more painful disappointment? Many also of 
these individuals, who, so far as human con- 
jecture may pronounce, severally are less fa- 
voured than yourself in the respective points 
which have been specified, would probably be 
fqund, were their condition accurately com- 
pared with yours, under some other circum- 
stances of disadvantage. Be not discontented^ 
but thankful. 

Farther 5 attend to the example of your 
Lord, and of those who after his departure 
ixoBi the world trod the most carefully in his 
steps. When the Lord of Glory had not 
where to lay his head-, when in this respect 
placed for our sakes by His Heavenly Fa- 
t)ier's will in a condition inferior not only to 
thj^t of the possessor of the humblest cottage,, 
but to that of the foxes which have holes, and 
the birds of the air which have nests : did he 
repine at the dispensation ? Lo^ I come to (h^ 
^hy wiil, O GoJy was, under every circum-> 
stance, the language of his heart. When wea- 
ried in the cities by crowds which incessantly 
pressed upon him to be healed of their disease;^ 
and to hear his doctrine, so that he had not 
' time even to eat bread j when precluded from, 
repose in the deserts to which he had retired 
by immediate interruptions from new multi- 

p 2 tudes J 



ft a OHDisconieHt 

iiide# ; whdii reeompenscti for his iftCalculabltf 
iAerek)6 with disregard, with contempt, with 
ti^eaehery; with persecution, with deaths 
whewf Is the instarice in which a murmiir iA 
discontent brdco from his lipis ? Look to-his 
Apostles, How diligentfy did they foUdi* 
tite teiihple which their master had set before 
theiil t He amdng them who had relinquish- 
ed tlW most and had suffered the most was 
enabled, through the grace of his Lord, 
tWily to aflftltn > / kaw tec&fped^ in whatsoAser 
UMiTwik'^ fliei'ewith fo he content (f). Look 
t!0 the eei^ly CSlristians, Who proved that they 
«jgarded themselves as strangers arid pilgrims, 
djpOJt earth : wbo, not oniy when they had 
j^A and raiment^ were therewith content y ticft 
dAly were not dissatisfied in the total absence 
<rf worldly advantages, hxxt took' joyfully, tdok,- 
li^ it observed; with a r^oicing heart, the 
filing of their goods, kAoi^ng themselves to 
fave in heaven a better and' a more enduHn^ 
substance (g). 

Listen to one consideration more. All 
things n^rk together for good to them that love 
Crod. Where then is the place for discon- 
tent ? If you love not God, on what pretence 
can you desire gifts and favours from him ? 
If you love Him, all things work together 

(/} PliDp. IV. 1 1 . (g) Hcbr. x. 34. 

for 
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for your good. The al>8^iv«i of :tl» obj/wt 
for the possession of which you are ^(OHIeiUSi 
the failure of your efforte to •cquiw it* thp 
final (disappointment of yot^r hopes, ar^w^rjc^ 
i^Jig together for your good* . Wh^. i|/th^9 
iiarther fqr you to desire ? v - * 

I^etusall, my br^thron, layt^ bsaitthe 
truths on which we have m^itated i and fw^ 
vently seek from the Giver of all good, the 
Wessing of a contented spirit. The sinfuineSR 
of Discontent is pointedly markedr in th»h)^ 
tory of the children of larael. fFAen tkept^ 
pie complained^ dqring their abode in the wiU 
demess, it displeased the htrd% rnii the lAvd 
heard it^ and His anger was kindUd: and the 
Jire of the Lard burnt among them^ and cmiHtned 
tbem that were in the uttermost parts of the 
camp (h). Afterwards they bfccame discon-; 
tented with the manna, and murmqred for 
flesh to eat. Tken Moses heard the people weepk 
throughout their families^ e^ery man. in the door 
of his tent : and the anger of the Lord was kindled 
greatly. His power, which had been ques- 
tioned, he displayed by bringing ^n innumer^ 
fible company of quails rou^d the camp. But 
while th,e flesh wm yet between, their; teethy ere 
it was chewedy the wrath of the Lord was kin'- 
dfed against the people \ and the Lord smote tlic 

(h) Numbers, xi. i. 
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people with a very great plague (i). Hear St. 
Paul in his application of the example of the 
Israelites to ourselves : Neither murmur ye^ 
jas some of them also murmured^ and were de-^ 
stroyed of the destroyer (k). Hear St. Judc 
characterising the sinners of the last days as 
peaking hard speeches against Gody as murmur^ 
ers and complainers^ walking after their own 
lusts (I). Let us beware of being found in 
the number. Let us have faith in God^ and 
quietly commit ourselves in all things unto 
Him, Let us be content with such things as we 
have : for He hath saidy J will never leave thee 
nor forsake thee (m). 

f f) Numbers, Xk 10— 33* (i) T Cor. x. lo. 

(0 Jude> l6* (m) Hebr. xiii. j. 
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Philip, iv. 6, 7^ 

Be careful for Nothing : but in every Thing by 
Prayer and Supplication with Thanksgivings 
let your Requests be made known unto God^ 
And the Peace of God ^ which passeth aliUn- 
derstanding^ 'shall keep your Hearts and 
Minds through Christ Jesus. 

TN this passage the Apostle warns us against 
a frame of mind, which, whether its in- 
trinsic nature or its effects an to morality be 
regarded, will prove itself intimately allied to 
a spirit of Discontent, 

The preceding verse closes with a very 
weighty admonition; The Lord is at hand. 
As though 8t. Paul had said, «* The present 
'* life is not only so uncertain, out is like- 
^^ wise so 5hcrt, that death, which fixes your 
" state for judgement, may well be always 
*J contemplated by evei^ one^ whether old or 

p 4 y young. 
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" young, as near." To the various instruc-- 
tions which he had before been delivering this 
consideration would give additional force. 
Had he thus exhorted the servants of Christ ; 
Rejoice in the L^rd^iw^^yt : and figaiv Isay^ R,e^ 
joice ! The more warmly would they rejoice 
in the promises of the gospel, when they re-r 
fleeted that it could be but a short time 
which should pass before they should depart 
and be in possession of their inheritance with 
their Lord, . Had he thus addressed them 5 
J^^(f your moderation ^e k^own unto all men! 
TTh^ iRpre easily would .they restrain them-r. 
selves through the grace of God from setting 
their affections on things an earth, when they 
tore in mind that the period could not be 
Jong before they should be separated from 
earthly things fpr ever. The same con- 
sideration would i^ontribute to teach and to 
^labje thfii?i to ^ obey the succeeding cga^ir 
m^dliij^; i:«fij/K/;^ On another 

occasion we find the Apos;tle epnploying the 
S^e general argvji?[^ent ii> a.oiannei* ^ubstani- 
ti^y s^Biili^r. When he cojans,9ls the Corinr 
thi^OS; to bf cautious ;2LS to tb? n^cpess aggra- 
v*ft(>n of their- difRculties in; thdy;^ Christian 

CPurs&> aj94' the accumi^l^t^^h.c^^fresh axixicr 

ties y^apjgtiijg/temppr^cgaicefJiii^, ^)y entering 

i»t6!th?:fflia?ried §tate (Jurijig thpse days of 

)s-<yr " * distress 
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distress and persecution ; it is thijs that lys 
impresses the advice, 7hi^ I say^ hetkrm^ 
the time is short. It remaineth that they tk^ 
meep he as though they ivefxt not 5 and they that 
rejoice (not they that rejoice iff the JLqrd^ b«lt 
they that rejoicp in the present accomplish^' 
ment of their worldly wishes), ifx thoMgh they 
rejoiced noti and t bey that buy as though -th^ 
possessed not 5 and they that use this world of n$( 
abusing it : for the fashion of this world passetb 
away. But I would have you withot^t farefkl^ 
ness (a). . , ; 

Wq perceive then how powerful is tjie ii^o^ 
tive, with which. the Apostle introduces to the 
J^hilippianS'the directions upon which w« vft 
novy^ to^nje^itataz Be careful for nothing: titf 
in every thing,, by prayer and supplication ^'i^ 
thanksgivings . let y^fir requests- b^ iftade inMtm 
unto God. And th$ peace ^Godi^ ^hicb passfifk 
all understandings shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ yesuSi They ^^^ 4if^^ 
tions replete witli the Soundest advic^^ivi thf 
most encouraging consolation. May -the ^ 
vine grace guide us »11 to apply thopi ^i|^ 
to Qur. Qwn instructioil ao4 comfort ! : . ^ 

I. V^hat is the disposition of mind agaio^t 
which §aint Paul . a4raQnish?s us ? C^r«rfbiU 
ne?s-j that is to siay, harasisiug arwiQty, ^v4h^ 

:- thcr 
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thcr under present troubles, or under the 
apprehension of future trials. To such 
anxiety we are all prone. The causes which 
naturally incline us to it are many. One of 
them is, the consciousness of our own help- 
lessness. We discover that we are open on 
every. side, within and without, to tribula- 
tions, losses, perils, against which we are un- 
able to guard. Their actual amount, in it- 
self very great, we in some instances mag- 
nify; and in more mc magnify the proba- 
bility of experiencing them, or at least of 
. experiencing them speedily. Thus we are 
easily drawn into overwhelming solicitude. 
Another cause is the acknowledged necessity 
and duty of personal exertion for the purpose 
of avoiding the evils which we dread, and 
obtaining the good which we desire. This 
very habit of exertion has in many cases a 
tendency to increase and rivet the anxiety, 
irom which it in part originates. Another 
eause is, an undue value for earthly objects. 
Vi^here our treasure is, thci^e also will be our 
heart. And in proportion to the gratifica- 
tion which we promise to ourselves from any 
possession will be our anxiety to acquire and 
to retain it. Another cause, not, like the 
hist/blameable in its own nature, but, on the 
contrary, amiable in itself and laudable, is 

affection 
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affection for others. For those who arc justly 
dear to us we feel, and we ought to feel, as 
for ourselves. Often we feel niore for them 
than we should feel for ourselves. For their 
concerns we are not less anxious, frequently 
we are much more anxious, than for our 
own. Nay, it not seldom happens that we 
indulge our minds permanently and with 
open eyes in a state of unwarrantable care- 
fulness respecting the interests of pers6n8 
whom we love, which an aversion even to the 
appearance of selfishness would have prompt-^ 
ed us to check with regard to subjects affect- 
ing ourselves alone. Another cause is the 
want of a sufficiently strong and lively faith 
in God. Looking too little to Him, we arc 
deservedly allowed to harass 'ourselves with 
our own schemes, to become a prey to our 
own imaginations. These causes of careful- 
ness are general. They exercise an influence 
more or less active <*ver every person. In 
some persons their effect is increased by par* 
ticular causes^ as by weakness of health, by 
jUnusual calamities, or by other circumstances 
which have weighed down the spirits, and 
disposed the mind to mon& than ordinary 
fearfulness and suspiddii;^ i ' . 

The unsuitableness of this anxious tem- 
per to^ Christian may be shewn by: various 

ar^ 
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arguments. One argument adequate of xU 
self to prove that un suitableness, the consi^ 
deration, namely, that the Lord is at bandy 
, has already been noticed. Objects with 
which we are speedily to part cannot reason-r 
ably call forth overpowering solicitude. In 
the next place; why do not we reflect on our 
ignorance ? For who knowetb ivbat is g09d 
for man in this life, all the days of bis vain 
fife^ which he spendeth as sb^dow (b) ? ThQ 
objects which we strenuously desire mi^>t 
. prove, if attained, injurious to our present 
comfort, dangerous tflr our fipal welftire^ 
The events which we dread and are labour-r 
ing to shun, may be blessings in disguise: 
blessings to us both as to this world and aa^ 
to the next. Then how little can the mostf 
eager carefulness accomplish! This is au 
argument employed by our Lord hieriwelft 

,5 ! Which of you with taxiing fhoUgitfi. can add if« 
bis stature one cubkt JIf i^ben ye ke< n^ cAlci% 

>. do that thing which is -least, wb^' takey^ thoptgbt 
for the^ rest (x). . Recollect also the disabling; 
cf&ct of? carefulness "upon the mind. It 
(jzlouds tlje undi^pslandinigf %peiTalexes the 
judgment; pioduces . im|>rudencb, rashness^ 
pr fluctuating and dilatory prwcedings ; an^ 
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frequently disqualifies ta -for' tfiat vety eiP. 
eftion which it refcbriime'ndd',' ahd nKrWhcRIt 
which the attainment ^^f dur wishes'is ini^ 
ipossible. It increases, titeewis*, ift •pt*6]y>r- 
tion as it is indulged, tfie inirtibderatfe Vftlu* 
iKrhich ' we already dssigtt^ to' 'the ^ earthly ""©b- 
|fccts on which oirf anxiety* ts fixed/ \t attgr 
hients the want of confideftce in GOd and of 
dependence on His love, and every - othel: 
uttchrtsfian feeling ipfrhichhas contribVited td 
load tis= with solicitude-* • ^' - ' v -» ^ '* • 
■ The influence of c^-efulmess oil ttiotality ii 
highly powerful AAd'^pernicious. Garcfalness 
has but a step to take ere it becomes diseori*- 
tent. Tlfet stip tftken, it is i- sourbe^of all 
thoSe violations' of the law of love't* %uf 
iieighbouf, which •disc^htent-ha^--' ajf8ady 
Numerated among her fruits. Whta cttrtf- 
fafefiess stops shorty if ever it wholly ^^std^ 
short, of discontent ; still- it sets it^'fiffeStiond 
on things on earth ; still it retains ir^ dVef^ 
i^cfening estimate of their importance; still 
it tempts to the use of unwarrantable mcan^ 
for the purpose of securing possession of its 
object; still it manifests disproportictoate 
alarm under the apprehension of impending 
troubles, arid shows itself not sufRcifently 
scrupulous as to the methods employfiJt ti 
avert them; still it leads us practical]^ to 

5 regard 
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regard the interest ^and the comfort of our 
neighbour as less valuable than our own, or 
than the advantage and ease of the persons for 
whom we are careful. It sours the mind ^ 
renders the temper irritable and uncertain ; 
corrodes the satisfactions, and undermines 
the quiet of domestic life. It deadens the 
sympathy of others, by continually calling it 
into exercise on some small occasion: and 
thus predisposes and tempts them to in* 
differenpc. Disgusting them by treating 
every trifle as a concern of moment, it 
teaches them to treat momentous things as 
trifles. 

" But are there not any worldly objects/' 
you ask, " concerning which anxiety that 
may be called harassing may lawfully be 
indulged ?" Hear the answer of St. Paul> 
Be careful for nothing. There is no worldly 
object concerning which it is allowable to 
indulge a degree of solicitude incompatible 
with willing /Sul>mission to the appointment 
of God, with any branch of the Christian 
spirit, with cheerful activity in Christian 
duty. Does the reply of the Apostle stand 
in need of confirmation ? Hear it confirmed 
by our Saviour. Take no thought for the 
morrtrw: the morrow shall take thought for the 
things of itself. I say unto you^ take no thought 
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for your lifo^ whaf ye shaU eaty or what ye shall 
drink '^ nor yet for your body^ what ye shall put 
on (d). In this passage there are two par- 
ticulars Xo which I would inyite your atten- 
tion. First: In the original language pf 
the New Testament, the word which our 
Saviour uses to express taking thought^ is the 
very word which St. Paul employs to signify 
being careful (e). In the next place, our 
Lord shews that the command not to take 
thought, not to be careful, admits not of any 
exception, by applying the injunction to 
particulars which are absolutely necessary to 
our existence. Take no thought ^i&^Z ye 
shall eaty or what ye shall drink^ or what ye 
shall put on. That it was not the intention 
of Christ to forbid anxiety merely as to the 
kind and tlie quality of food and raiment, 
is manifest from the reasons^ which he as-^ 
signs against carefulness. Why are we not 
to take thought what we shall eat, or what 
we shall drink ? Because God feedeth the 
fowls of the air, which neither sow, nor 
reap, nor gather into barns. Why are we 
not to take thought what we shall put on ? 
Because God arrays the lilies of the field, 
which neither toil nor spin, with glory su- 
perior to all the magnificence with 'which 

(J) Matth. vi. 25-*34.. Luke» kii, 2a, &c. 
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Solomoft was invest^. If then Wc art posi- 
tively forbidden to harbour distressing anx- 
itty eveh respecting coftiiflon nourishment 
ftAd dothit^g^ arfiete^ without thecohstant 
irapply Qf which life tirtnot be sustained: 
assuredly thfere is n6 worldly object coftcerti* 
ifig which such anxiety is permitted. Bt 
tatefulfor nothing. 

' * * * 

» ■ 

'II. Wit AT course are we then to take, 
when troubles press upon us or hang oyer 
us? In ebery things rspfies the Apostle, Sy 
ftdyer and supplication 'with thanksgiving let 
y9ur requeits be made known unto God. ^ 

Whdri our SavioUr forbids harassing* car** 
tVeitt concerning food and clothing, and coii- 
sequehtly respecting any other terrestrial ob-^ 
ject. He gives us ample encouragement to 
lay aside our anxieties, by reminding uS of 
the gracious love with which our heavenly 
Father is pleased to look upon us. God 
feedeth the ravens. How much more ar^ ye 
better^ how much more precious are ye in 
his sight, than the fowls! If God so clothe 
the grasSy which is to-day in the field and to^ 
ntorrow is cast into the oven : how much more 
will be clothe you, O ye of little faith ! Be not 
ye ef doubtful mind. Tour Father knoweth 
that ye have need of these things. In the text 

he 
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he exhorts us, by the mouth of this Apostle^ 
to communicate on every occasion our 
wishes to God, as to a Father of whose ten- 
der and unvarying love we are assured. Ob- 
serve the e)ttensiveness of the encouragement. 
In every thing. It is not said ; " Under cer- 
tain kinds of trial you are at liberty to 
apply unto God for relief: but there are 
some troubles, under which you are not 
" authorised to lay your desires before 
Him." It is not said j " When calamity 
is actually come upon you, then may you 
seek unto the Lord Omnipotent for relief : 
" but if you are. merely apprehensive that it 
" will befal you, forbear to solicit it before- 
" hand," It is not said j " If you are an 
eminent Christian, you are warranted to 
pray for deliverance from the tribulation 
" which you experience or fear : but if you 
" are conscious of much remaining sin^ 
" venture not to address yourself to CJod.** 
The encouragement comprehends all trials, 
all times, all persons. Apply to God in 
every thing. The command to apply to 
Him is no less wide, and wider it could not 
be, than the prohibitipn against carefulness. 
Be careful ye?r nothing. In every thing let 
your requests be made known unto God^ 
Whatever then be the evil from which we 

Q^ gladl]^ 
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gladly would be protected, whatever be the 
good with which we are desirous to be fa- 
v<M»i: we are authoiised and exhorted, 
now and at all seasons, to request our Hea- 
vtxAy Father through the mediation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant the wish of our 
heart. Observe farther, the manner in 
which we are to make our requests known 
unto Him : by prayer tmd supplication with 
Tbamgiving. By prayer. We are to ad- 
idress ourtelves to Him as a God who heareth 
prayer, and is able to do for us exceeding 
abimdantly above all that we ask or think ; 
and as a Father reconciled to us through 
the blood of his beloved Son,' and ready to 
bestow upon us freely, as the adopted bre- 
thren of the- Lord Jesus, every blessing oiF 
the life which now is and of that which is to 
tome. By prayer and supplication. Mark 
the fwce of this addition. We are autho- 
rised and exhorted not merely to address 
ourselves to God once, or spaiingly, in 
prayer For the particular blessing which we 
Ttquest: bat to plead for it before Him with 
ftipplication 5 with earnest, repeated, and 
itvntinued entreaty. Our pleading must be 
Kwenttvl wth submission to His good plea- 
Jew : ^ 1th a dccidei! preference that not our 
tn^! but His ^uld be done. But, under 
' ' that 
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that limitation, ;Qur entrieaty that ouf peti- 
don jaiay be granted, may lawf;ully be eam^t, 
repeated, continued. And to be instant ^^n4 
dfenrent and persevering in prayer, areiafnong 
-the- means declared in the Scriptijiies Jp bje 
conducive to its success. To forwai^d tli[e 
success qf our prayer and supplication we 
must add thanksgiving., . A grateful acknow- 
ledgement of mercies already recdved is 
5urely a becoming accompaniment of * 
request for any additional blessing. But 
there seems also to be a special reason, which 
might lead St. Paul particularly to name 
thanksgiving in this passage. Thanksgiving 
is among the clearest evidences that we are 
free from carefulness, from the frame of 
mind which our Lord has been forbidding, 
and in the place of which he enjoins that 
we make our requests known unto God. It 
is not difficult for a person to be full of care 
at the very time when he prays and .suppli- 
cates. Nay, his carefulness may be among 
the motives, which send him to prayer and 
supplication. But it is scarcely possible for 
him to be at the same time careful and 
thankful. How can the serenity and joy 
and humble faith, which belong to a thank- 
ful heart, exist together )with .a . spirit of 
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The habit of fervent and persevering and 
grateful prayer has a direct tendency to ani- 
mate and elevate morality. Without it moi- 
rality cannot subsist. It is thus that we are 
to obtain the grace, which universally ena- 
bles men to will and to do. It is thus that we 
are to obtain the special strength, requisite 
on individual occasions to uphold us against 
temptations to immoral conduct. The state 
of mind, too, which is suited to prayer, is 
wholly adverse to every immoral desire. By 
prayer that state of mind is invigorated and 
confirmed. What man, who has devoutly 
prayed for pardon, can rise from his knees 
in an unforgiving temper? How can he, 
who has recently supplicated for blessings, 
be unkind ? How can he, whose heart has 
been expanding itself in thanksgiving, go 
forth to a deed of ingratitude ? 

III. What is the benefit promised to us, 
if we obey the conunand to be careful for 
nothing, but in every thing, by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving, make our 
lequests known unto God ? ^be peace of God^ 
answers the Apostle, which passetb all un-^ 
der standings shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. 

Peace is the benefit promised; snd that 

peace 
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peace^ the peace of God : the peace which 
God is ever ready to* bestow, and which He : 
alone can impart. Of this promised peace 
it is declared, that it passeth all understanding. 
It is an unspeakable tranquillity, a peculiar 
serenity, which surpasses all previous ima- 
gination ; and can be fully comprdiended 
by those only to whom it is known by ex- 
perience. It is one of those gifts of God 
which, until it has been in some measure 
possessed, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man 
to conceive. It is a composure shed abroad 
in the heart by the Holy Ghost. It consists 
in a firm conviction that God is a God of 
loVc, a God of love to each of us indivi- 
dually; that all things are in His hands, 
and come to pass only by His 'appointment 
tor permission : that He knows all our ne* 
cessities : that His eye watches ovei' us by 
night and by day : that in Him we live and 
move, afid have our being : that He discerns 
at every moment what is best for us : that 
no good thing will He withhold from His 
servants : that all things shall work together 
for good in the end to them that love Him. 
Well may this confidence keep the heart and 
mind of the true penitent in imdisturbed re- 
pose ! It raises them from things temporal 

<L3 *^ 
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td things eternal ; from earth to hfcaxren % 
froilh man to God. It disperses alarm^ 
whether with respect to present or to future 
events, by revealing the Lord of the uni- 
vefsb,' infinite in power, in foreknowledge, 
in wisdom^ in truth, in^ goodness, in mercy 
and losing kindness, as standing by the side 
of His ^rvants to protect, to guide, to up- 
hold them, to render the whole course of 
His Providence a successiom, in their own 
case, >of blessings. Surely this peace is the 
peace if God^- And it is through Christ JmiSi 
It is erne of the fruits of His sufferings, - of ' 
His continued intercession for' trs. It is dls^^ 
j«hsted through Him as heiad over all tMiSgS* 
to itiSf ehufch. It is coftnectdd with.thei 
coifeddusness of that redeeming love, 'fey 
whfch he h^ paid the penalty of transgres- 
siOfl, and destroyed the dominion of sin. It- 
i*;d f<)re-t^te of that eternal peace in which, 
when the trials of earth are passed away. His 
glorified servants shall reign with Him in 
heaven. 

Is ftot this peace of God, diffused over 
the soul, most favourable to morality j to 
universal equity, kindness, purity, to ev^fy 
thought and deed of holy obedience ? It is- 
the temper of h^iven, full of love to God 
and to man s. soothing all soirows, calming all 
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passions ; withdrawing the heart from/fiAftK^ 
reducing earthly objects to thdur real t^nl of 
insignificance; extinguishing carefuloesis sad 
irritation respecting them; and thus proxapfc^ 
ing us at once and setting us at libertjjEtxk 
love our neighbour as ourselves. . 

Having endeavoured to explain thie sruh^ 
stance of the instruction conveyed in the 
passage before us ; let me briefly apply it tiot 
three descriptions of persons. ^ 
. .First ; I would a:ddress those . w^^ am 
tdgerly toiling in the pursuit of ttfiag^ol 
the earth. You greatly overvalue the. ol^gsct 
which you seek. Perhaps, if you Ishcoil^ 
oistain it, you may live to laoiiniti.l^ di 
evfer should have come into your pofSOSCiDrii 
But supposing it to be re^Iy dGsii!^&l(E\ &A 
you ; still, if you gain it, your expectatiasis 
will not be answered.^ It will \f^ found 
more imperfect, when ^near at band, : thasi 
it appears at a distance. It will also hring 
troubles of its own. But, however v^uabl^ 
it may be, you are not pursuing it in the 
method most likely to be successfuK Except 
the Lord build the house^ their labour is Imt 
last that build it. Except the Lord keep the 
city, the watchman waketb but in nudn. It 
is but lost labour that ye haste to rise up early ^ 
and so late take rest^ and eat the bread of 

Q^ 4 careful^ 
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carefulness (/). Success is from -above. 
Would you obtain it ? Be careful for wh 
thing: but in everything by prayer and sup* 
ftication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God. Commit thy way unto 
the Lord; and if it be for thy good, He will 
bring it to pass. Seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness : and all other needful 
things shall be added unto thee. 

Secondly: There are persons of a sanguine 
temper^ who see every thing as in sun-shine; 
and, Whatever be the undertakings in wrhpdv 
they are occupied, promise to themselves tf 
general current of success. Such men may 
be 4:egaitled by others, nay they may ^gar^ 
thoxiselves, as obeying the command. Be 
careful for nothing. But their freedom from 
care arises not from humble trust in God. 
It springs from a disposition bordering, or 
more than bordering, on presumption. Their* 
confidence rests not on a right foundation. 
It is placed mainly on themselves. Or it 
relies on some other arm of flesh. Or it is 
grounded, on a past course of prosperous 
events J which they term constant good for- 
tune, and consider as almost certain to con<» 
tinue to attend them. It is not a meek and 

(/) Psalm cxzvii« i^ t% 
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filial dependence on the unmerited love of a 
Heavenly Father. Are they wont in every 
thing by prayer and supplication with thanks'^ 
giving to make their requests known unto God? 
Let them thus seek for success, if they would 
have a scriptural hope of obtaining it, and of 
finding it a blessing, 

Thirdlv : Let some few seasonable words 
be spoken to the dejected; to those who, 
bdng depressed by a conviction of sinfulness^ 
scarcely dare to believe themselves authorised 
to cast all their cares upon God, and lb hope 
for that peace of God which passeth all 
understanding. Be not surprised, ye who 
are thus bowed down and dismayed, be not 
surprised to hear, be not afraid to hear with 
joy, that you are the very persons whom 
your God particularly encourages to cast 
your cares upon Him 5 you are the very 
persons to whom He specially promises His 
peace. Examine the Scriptures ; and you 
will perceive that the promise? and consola-' 
tions of the gospel are offered and ensured 
to. those persons in particular, who feel their 
need of them the most. Mark your Sa- 
viour's expressions : Blessed are they that 
mourn: for they shall be comforted^ Come 
\mtO Me, ail ye that labour and are heavy 

laden^ 
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laden^ and I will give you rest (^). Have 
faith iu God. Tbou wilt keep bim^ O Lord^ 
in perfect peace ; whose mind is stayed on TbeCy 
because be trusteth in "tbee. Ttrjist in the Lord 
for. ever : for in the Lord Jebavab is everlast^ 
im strength. Cast . all your card upon. Him : 
w- He careth for you [b).' He careth for 
you the iriore, bccausie^you feel yout; need of 
His cate. Mark-hftW; St, Paul was support- 
ed throtjgh all his manifold trials, because: he 
was careful for nothing, btit in cvdry thing 
by pn^^ and supplicaliion with! thanksgivings 
madohis requests known unto God. • lot 
vhatey€;r ,5tate he was-. placed, he was eha^ 
bled therewith, to be ; content. In tribuht*: 
tion , he could always rgoicc. Though 
trmbkd on every side^ htwas not . distressed. 
Uncjcr . evtay .circumstance hc{ found the; 
srrace of; Qhrist -sufBcient fbpj him. > He 
could dfrr^all - things. ;thnAigh. Christ, whor 
strengthened him. The peace of .God> 
which passeth all understandmg, kept liis 
heart and mind through Christ Jesus. Be 
animated and cheered, for well you may, by 
the encouraging instruction specially ad*i 



{x) Matth. V. 4. xi. aS. 

(i&J Isaiah, xxvi. 3, 4. i Pet. y. 7. 
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dressed to you by the - Apostle in theitext j 
and by the comfort which his own ex^fhpt^^ 
in consequence of being correspondent to 
that instruction, holds out to you. Those 
things which you have both learned and reteivefd 
and heard and seen in hi my do : and the God of 
peace shall be with you (/). 

To conclude : let the minister of the gos- 
pd, in declaring the scriptural promises of 
peace, let the private Christian in applying 
these promises to himself, beware of speaking 
peacCy where there is no peace. There is tw 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked (k). The 
peace of God the wicked cannot possess^ 
Amd without that peace, all other peace is 
ddusroii. It is the calm which forbodes a 
tctopest ; the lethargy which is the forerun- 
Mit of death. If you are not a real servant. 
cAthe Ij<trd jftsos Chiist, you are the enemy 
of. :jt)iir neighbour i you are your country's. 
CBiemyj and yovtr own*. ^ You are aggrieving 
yowr. Neighbour by evil conduct: you are 
corrupting: him by unchristian- example.; 
You ire adding by your unrighteousness to 
your cdnntty's danger : ycm are heaping con- 
demnation upon yourself. A kingdom may 
be spared from subversion : but an unrepent- 

ing sinner shall not escape judgment. Your 

•■ • \ 

(i) Phillpp. iv« 9. {i) Ezek. xiii. 10—16. If. Ivii. 21. 
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country may be pennitted to stand in the 
earthly conflict : but you shall perish in the 
great day of the Lord. Do you love your 
neighbour ? Seek for grace to be righteous. 
Do you love your own soul ? Seek for grace 
to be righteous. Do you love your Re- 
deemer ? Seek for grace to be righteous. 
Lay the foundation of religion .in a deep con- 
viction of the natural corruption of the heart ; 
and of the entire change which must be 
wrought by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
in the heart of every man, before he can see 
the kingdom of God (J). Proceed through un- 
feigned self-abasement and repentance to 
living faith in the only Saviour. Prove yoiar. 
fciith to be the faith which justifies, by ma^ 
nifesting it to be the faith which worketb by\ 
love. Acting on Christian principles, to the 
Lordy and not unto men^ demonstrate their su* 
periority by the practical holiness which they 
produce. Glorify the master whom you 
serve by adoming His gospel in all things, 
and by leading others to give him glory. 
Then shall the peace of God through Christ 
yesus rest upon you throughout eternity* 

(/) Johni Hi. 3. 
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On Christian Obedience to Civil 

RULETR^S. 



Matth. xxii. 21. 

^en saitb He unto them-. Render therefore 
unto Casar the things which are Casar^s ; 
and unto God the things that are Gods. 

TV/TANY years before our^ Saviour com- 
menced his public ministry, the Ro- 
mans had rendered themselves masters of the 
land of Israel. They established a governor 
in Jerusalem : and required the Jewish nation 
to pay tribute to Caesar. To the people in 
general this demand was extremely odious : 
and nothing but superior force awed them 
into compliance. The tribute was a mark of 
national subjection ; a tax paid to a victorious 
adversary. On that account it was highly of- 
fensive to the Jews. But there was another 
circumstance which possessed great weight. 
A religious scruple came in aid of the public 

feeling. 
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feeling, A passage in the book of Deutero- 
nomy (a) forbade the Israelites to appoint a 
stranger to be King ovei-them. This pro- 
hibition indeed related only to their volun- 
tary choice of a sovereign. It never was in- 
tended to be applied to the case of their being 
conquered by enemies. But as Caesar was a 
foreigner, and also an idolater ; many per- 
sons appear seriously to have apprehended 
that to pay tribute to him would be to dis- 
obey that precept of the law, and to violate 
their allegiance to God. And this sentimeut 
accorded so well with the proud and refractory 
spirit of the Jews, that it dbtained extensive 
influence among them ; and was patronised 
by ^he Pharisees, who affected cxtraordiftaiPy 
aeal for the law. Among t;hose who c6n- 
tended for the lawfulness of paying tribute 
to Caesar, the Herodians were distinguish- 
ed. These were men who had attached 
themselves to the interests of Herod, the 
King of Galilee. Herod was countenanced 
and protected by the Romans. Hence his 
adherents, who were an unprincipled set of 
partisans, embraced that side of the question 
.which was acceptable to the Romans, and 
conducive to the authority of their £m- 

.peror* 
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Of this divided state of public opinion the 
chief priests and the scribes, the bitter ene-* . 
mies of Christ, resolved to take advantage iii 
order to compass his destruction. His death 
they had long been plotting. But the point- 
ed energy, with which he had recently ex- 
posed their iniquities, had raised their indig- 
nation and malice to the highest degree : in- 
somuch that they would instantly have laid 
hands upon him, had they not been ifiraid 
that the common people, by whom he' was 
at this time respected and revered, would 
have risen in his defence and rescued him. 
Now, however, 'having taken counsel how they 
might entangle him in his talky they con- 
ceived themselves to have devised a plan 
which could not fail of securing their object. 
They sent forth a chosen number of the Pha- 
risees and of the Herodians, spies in reality 
and tempters, hut feigning themselves Just meiij 
assuming an outward shew of sanctity, and 
pretending to be distressed by religious doubts 
and scruples of conscience, to ask his decision 
upon the question of tribute. The answer of 
our Lord, whatever it should be, his ^ene- 
mies* concluded musf produce his ruin. If 
te should reply tha'^ ^tribute ought to be paid 
to Caesar ; they were prepared instantly to re- 
present him as a despiscr4)f the law of Moses, 
^ -' a be- 
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a betrayer of the liberties of his country, 
a friend and confederate of its enemies : as 
one who could not be the promised Meifiah^ 
that Redeemer who was to come, as was ger 
nerally believed, for the special purpose of 
deliyering^the nation from every foreign yoke. 
His credit with the people would thus be an- 
nihilated : interference in his favor would not 
need to be apprehended from them : he might 
fafely be seized and destroyed. If he should 
answer that tribute ought not to be rendered^ 
then might he be delivered at once as a sower 
of sedition and a rebel into the hands of the 
Roman governor, who » assuredly would put 
hrai to death. These wicked men seem to 
have expected that the earnestness which 
Christ always manifested for the glory of 
God, and the desire which they imagined that 
he would feel to conciliate the people, would 
lead him to declare against the payment of 
tribute. And they the rather wished for 
this answer, as it would not only secure his 
destruction by enabling them to take bold of 
his loordsy that so they might deliver him unto 
the power and authority of the governor {b) ; 
but would exempt them from the odium and 
the difficulties, which might attend any di- 
rect violence on their part against hinu But 

(i) Luke, Ttx, 20. 
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the snare was so artfully framed, that, what- 
ever might be his reply, they concluded that 
it would be impossible for him to escape, and 
were exulting beforehand in the prospect of 
certain success. Their spies now approached 
him; and addressed him with hypocritical 
compliments. Master! we know that thou 
art irue^ and teacbest the way of God in truth 5 
neither carest thou for any man ^ for thou regard-^ 
jest not the person of men. We are satisfied that 
thou wilt return to us without. reserve or he- 
sitation a just answer to our enquiries, re- 
gardless of giving offence to Caesar or to any 
ether mortal : for thou payest not court to 
man, nor fearest man, but seekest only to 
announce and to fulfil the good pleasure of 
God. After this insidious introduction they 
proposed their question : What thinkest thou f 
Is it lawful to give tribute unto Ctsesar^ or not ? 
Blind and infatuated men! Ye discern not 
that ye are endeavouring to impose upon Him, 
from whoni no secrets are hid ! He perceived 
their wickedness *y and said unto them^ Why tempi 
ye me J ye hypocrites ? Shew me the tribute mo- 
ney. Why, under the pretext of stating an 
enquiry for conscience' sake, are you scheming 
in subtlety and malice tp destroy me ? Bring 
me a piece of your current coin. They pro-* 
4uc6d a small piece of silver. Whose is this 

R ifnag^. 
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ipiage and superscription f Whose head is this 
which is stamped uppn the money ? Whose 
liame and titles are recorded in the inscription 
which it bears ? They replied, C<sesar*s. This 
confession, which it was not practicable to 
;jvoid, in a moment overthrew their plan^. 
In those days, as in the present, to impress 
the likeness and the name and the. titles of a 
person upon the national coin was an open 
^cknovyledgement that the individual was the 
lawful sovereiga of the nation. Render there^ 
fore zfnto Caasary proceeded our I^ord, continu- 
ing his reply, in terms which, while they con- 
^/^yod 9 le$soiijjj>f general instruction, equally 
rqpMv?d tijij? refractory spirit of the Pharisees^ 
^ho were, unwilling to obey the civil power 
Vnder wljich they were placed, and the time- 
serving conduct of theHerodians, who acqui- 
esced in nuny heathen practices with a view of 
gratifying the Romans : Render tAerefore unto 
Q^sar the tlmgs which are Casars -, and unto 
Qod the things which are Godr. Obey your 
recognised sovereign in all points in which, 
as Sovereign, he has a right X» ccMnmandj 
^nd above all things, and at all hazards,. 
fee faithful in rendering unto your God 
ij^e honour and love and service to which 
Hje i^ entitled. His hypocritical adversa- 
^S could: npt take hold of his words befqre 

the 
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the people. 'The^ tHarvelled at the litifexpScted 
wisdom of an answer, which they found Iti- 
tapable q|^ being pervferted to his prejudice* 
They held their peace ^ struck dumb with sur- 
jirise and disappointment: and Went away^ 
covered with confusion. 

Let us direct our thoughts, linder the di- 
vine blessing, to the gehferal instruction, 
which this reply of bur Lord conveys. It 
relates to two points closely connected : the 
duties which we owe to our governors y arid 
the duties which we owe to our God, ^ 

I. The duties which subjed|[^ owe imftie^ 
diately to their governors- may bc^otilprised 
under two heads ; obedience, and resfpect. 

Obedience is to be rendered to governors ii. 
all things lawful ; that is to say, in all thingb 
which are not contrary to the law of God, 
and are recpircd by the law of the land. If 
a case were supposed, in which a governot 
were to order one of his subjects to perform 
an action which would be a breach of the di- 
vine commandments ; the subject, whatever 
consequences might await him, must refuse 
compliance : because God is at any risk to be 
obeyed rather than man. Were the govef- 
' nor to require a proceeding to be carried into 
effect, jyhich the laws of the la^d forbid : 

a « the 
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the duty of the sulgect would be not to obey. 
For under God, the Law is sovereign. The 
governor is bound no less than th^subject to 
obey the laws of the land : and i^s only by 
virtue of those laws and according to those 
laws that he is authorised to require obedience. 
Putting aside, then, the necessarily excepted 
cases of actions contrary to the law of God > 
the established laws of the country, under 
which term are included such public usages 
and customs as are allowed to have the force 
of iaw, form the rale and the measure of the 
obedience of the subject. According to these 
laws, let evem soul be subject unto the higher 
powers {c). To these laws we are strictly to 
conform ourselves in all things. We are not 
,to think that, if we obey some of the laws, we 
may venture to disregard others. We ai'e to 
obey all : because all rest on the same autho- 
rity. Whosoever therefore keeptth the whole 
laWy with the exception of offendi?ig in one 
pointy he is guilty of all: guilty of despising 
the authoiity of the whole law, guilty of fail- 
ing in his duty as a good subject. To all the 
officers by whom the laws are administered 
we are to render obedience ; whether they arc 
persons in a higher station, or in a lower ; 
whatever may be the nature, or the deQpmi* 

(c) Rom. xiii. I. 
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nation of their ofRcc ; whether their juris- 
diction extend over the whole land, or be 
limited to a county or to a parish. Submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of man^ for the 
Lord's sake : whether it be to the King^ as su^ 
preme : or to Governors^ to any inferior offi- 
cers of the law, as unto them that are sent by 
him for the punishment of evil doers ^ and for the 
praise of them that do well(d). To every one 
of the persons appointed to execute the laws 
you are to render obedience in all those par- 
ticulars, in which he is authorised to deinand 
it. Render to all their dues : tribute to whom 
tribute is due^ custom to whom custom {e). In 
particulars of the same kind with those here 
specified by the Apostle, namely, in the pay- 
ment of taxes and of other branches of the 
public revenue, persons who would hold 
themselves deeply injured were their honesty 
and integrity called in question, are some- 
limes very Mameable. They will contrive in 
various articles of taxation to pay less than 
they ought to pay : perhaps by delivering 
defective accounts of the possessions or indul* 
gences for which they are liable to a tax ^ or 
by stating their annual income below th? 
tiruth 5 or by some other misrepresentation of 
iXrhich they are conscious. Commodities 

^) I Pet. ii. 13, 14. (<) Rom. xiii, 7. 
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which have been illegally introduced they 
will not hesitate to purchase ; because such 
articles m^y be obtained for less money than 
those on which custom has been paid. Re- 
member therefore, that to, defraud your go- 
vernors in the discharge of taxes is to rob the 
public ', is to rob all the inhabitants of the 
land; is to rob your honest neighbour, 
who must discharge his portion of new taxes, 
rendered necessary by the dishonesty of those 
men, who do not sustain their full share of 
the existing burthens. Remember that to 
purchase smuggled or contraband goods is 
not only to rob the public ; but is to com- 
piit a sin resembling that of buying articles 
which have been stolen. It is to purchase 
that which does not legally belong to the. 
seller. It is to encourage him to persevere in 
his habits of iniquity. Remember also, that 
he who ha5 in any way been guilty of pur- 
loining, or of withholding, from his country, 
is bound to prove his repentance by resti- 
tution. 

Observe farther, that your obedience to. 
lawful authority is to spring, not from blind 
'apprehension, but from religious principle. 
It isy^r the Lord's sake that you are to sub- 
mit to every ordina|jge of man. You ar« to 
be subject to the higher p owers, because there 
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is no power but of God ; because the potbers 
that be ^ whatever be the civil constitution of 
your country, are ordained of God\ because, 
nvhosoever resist eth the poaver resisteth the ordi-^ 
nance of God^ a?jd shall receive to himself con^ 
demnaiion ; because the ruler is, in the office 
of governing, the minister of God. Wherefore 
ye must needs be sttbject^ not only for wrath ^ not 
only through fear of incurring the anger of 
the ruler, and bringing down punishment 
upon yourself, hut for conscience' sake. For, 
this cause ^ for conscience' sake, pay ye tribute 
^Iso ', discharge your taxes faithfully: for 
they^ whose office it is to collect the revenue, 
are Gods ministers attending continually upon 
this very thing {f^. 

In addition to obedience, respect is due to 
our rulers. If we are commanded to render 
tribute to whom tribute is due^ custom to nsihom 
4:ustom\ we are also enjoined to render fear to 
whom fear is due^ honour to whom honour. To 
those who are, set over 4js in the state, we are 
uniformly to conduct ourselves with the at» 
tention and defereiKe to which they are en- 
titled in consequence of the offices which 
they fill. Such is the reverence due to the 
authority of the laws, that every individual 
to whom a portion, though it be a small- 

(/) Rom. xiii. I — £!• 
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portion, of that authority is delegated, has a 
claim to respect. To despise government j and 
to speak evil of dignities^ are sins enumerated 
by St. Jude and St. Peter as among the 
clearest proofs of presumption, pride, and 
iniquity of heart : ^nd enumerated as cha* 
racteristic of the latter ages of .the world* 
%hou sbalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy, 
people {g). We are not forbidden to exercise^ 
our private judgement with modesty and 
caution upon the conduct of our rulers in 
the management of public affairs, so far as 
we are able distinctly to understand their 
proceedings and their motives. But it is 
one thing to speak with diffident discrimina- 
tion : another, to defame and revile. It is 
one thing to express an unfavourable opi- 
nion in the spirit of charity ; another, to, 
condemn with malignant pleasure. It ia 
one tiling calmly and steadily to $eek the 
r/emoval of aji unworthy minister of the 
law : another, to reproach the law. It ia 
one thing soberly to exercise th^ liberties of 
a subject: another, to clamour amidst the 
licentiousness of faction. It is one thing tO; 
guard with vigilance the birthrights of our- 
selves and of our countrymeiQ ; another, tO: 
depreciate and degrade that public authority^ 

by, 
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by the stability of which those birthrights 
are secured. Neither are we to be forgetful 
of our ignorance. How many important 
particulars, unsuspected by us, concerning 
the councils of foreign powers, and the re- 
lative situation of our own country, may be 
known to our governors ! How wisely may 
they have determined, knowing these parti- 
culars, to adopt measures which to us in our 
ignorance appear foolish ! Let us judge with 
humility : let us censure, if we censure, with 
forbearance. And let us not be unmindful, 
that we may praise as ignprantly as we con-r 
demn. Keeping aloof then from the blind- 
ness and the violence of party feelings, let us 
neither factiously meddle with those who are 
^ven to change {h) ^nor busily force our- 
selves into notice as abettors of a particular 
set of political men. Let us quietly a(tend 
to the concerns which befit our stations : 
and while we honour all who make and gll 
who administer the laws, honour them not 
from selfish motives of interest, hut for con^ 
science' sake. 

: iThere is yet a duty incumbent on every 
Christian as a subject, in which his rulers, 
though it is not performed ipimediately to. 
themj, are more deeply interested thaii in 

{li) Prov. zxW. 2i> 
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general they may suppose : namely, habitual 
and devout remembrance of them before the 
throne of grace. I exhort that supplications y 
frayers^ intercessions^ and giving of thanks^ be 
made for kings ^ and for all that are in autho-- 
rify } that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godliness and honesty. For this /ft 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Sa^ 
viour{i). The success of public counsels, 
and the national blessings ensuing from it, 
have probably been owing much less fre- 
quently to the talents of rulers, than to the 
effectual fervent prayer of the ri^eous among, 
the people* The supplicants are living in. 
obscurity, possibly in contempt. But their 
voice ascends to heaven ; is heard by their 
Mediator, and prevail&r For their sakes, 
tlirough that Mediator, rulers may be gifted 
withjj^isdom not their own \ and prospered 
with successes on which they had no preten- 
sions to calculate. Through that Mediator 
the prayers of these supplicants may obtain 
public blessings, for which the ruler may 
never have offered a petition. Through 
that Mediator, their intercession may avat 
calamities, which the ruler has neither de- 
precated nor foreseen. Through that Me- 
diator their thanksgivings; may be- accepted 

(i) I Tim. li. !• 
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for national mercies, which the ruler fcas 
neglected to acknowledge, or has acknow- 
ledged with cold formality, 

II. God is equally the governor of us and 
of our rulers. He. is Lord of lords, and 
ifcing of kings. He is our creator, our 
preserver, our redeemer, our sanctifier. All 
his counsels are wisdoms all his command- 
ments holy, and just, and good. To Him, 
therefore, at all times, in all things, under 
every circumstance, our immediate, and 
cheerful, and unreserved obedience is due. 
To perform His will in Christ Jesus is life 
everlasting. To provoke His indignation is 
certain perdition. To obey Him is the 
proof that we acknowledge Him as our so- 
vereign : that we love Him as our bene- 
factor : that we seek from Him, from whom 
only it is to be derived, our true and un- 
fading happiness. Let us render unto God 
the things which are God's. 

Can we consider God as our creator, and 
deny that He has a right to govern the 
workmanship of His hands ? If he haa 
called us of his own spontaneous mercy 
from nothing into being , if he has sur- 
rounded i^ on earth with blessings suited to 
pur present state of existence} if He has. 

bestowed 
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bestowed upon us faculties qualifying us to 
know, to serve, and to glorify Him \ if the 
service which he requires from us is in every 
point reasonable, righteous, conducive to 
bur welfare : shall we not walk in His ways 
with thankful hearts ? Shall we not honour 
Him with His own gifts ? Not only is H^ 
our creator, but our preserver. In Him wc 
live, and move, and have our being. His 
eye constantly watches over us. His arm 
constantly protects us. He spares us, and 
continues His blessings to us, though we 
have rebelled against Him. He causes His 
sun to shine on the evil as well as on the 
good; and sendeth His rain on the unjust . 
no less than on the just. Shall not we thank 
Him, shall not vvre thank Him not with our 
lips only but with our lives, for the prolon- 
gation of unmerited mercies ? But He is 
also our redeemer. For our sake and for 
our salvation He has given up His beloved 
son, the Lord Jesus Christ, partaker of His' 
Godhead, one with Himself, to humiliation, 
suffering, and death, even to death upon the 
cross. Has God so loved us ; and shall not 
we love Him ? Shall not we manifest our 
love to Him by keeping His commandments, 
by bringing forth much fruit to His glory ? ( 
For He completes the plaii of redemption by 

becoming 
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becoming our sanctifier. He is ever present 
in the hearts of His servants by His Spirit. 
He purifies them from their original corrup- 
tion ; delivers them from the dominion of the 
devil 'y disposes them to delight in His own 
ways ; strengthens them against temptation : 
in a word, creates them afresh after His own 
image in Christ, by the influence of His 
omnipotent grace. Shall sanctification freely 
offered be scorned ? Shall grace be resisted ? 
Shall we obstinately harden ourselves, le3t 
we should be made the temples of the Holy 
Ghost ? Let us turn in newness of heart and 
life to the Lord our God : let us. renew our 
baptismal covenant with our Father who is 
in heaven. Let us confess with genuine 
humility and sorrow how grievously and per- 
se veringly we have broken our vows. Let 
us plead for mercy through the appointed 
Savipur. Let us make the word of God, 
wherein His will is revealed to us, our study 
. «iid our guide. Let the solemn determina- 
tion of every one of us be this : As for me 
and my Jjouse we will serve the Lord : we will 
serve the Lord Christ (j). In faith, in piety, 
in love, in morality, in prayer, in thanks- 
giving, in patience, in submission, in uni- 
versal obedience, let us strive to walk worthy 
of the vocation wherewith we are called* 

% 

9 

(J) Jo5h. xxlv. 15. Col. ill. 24., •* 

2 Renouuc- 
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Renouncing for ourselves the devil, the 
world, and the flesh ; labouring at all times 
by example, and where precept is admissible, 
by precept, to guard others against the snares 
of destruction, which those enemies of all 
righteousness continually spread : let us ear- 
nestly seek through Christ to obtain the sal- 
vation of our souls, and to be pure from the 
blood of all men. Walking in the fear of the 
Lord; watchful to attract others into his 
paths ; serving him in prosperity, in adver- 
sity, under good report, under evil report; 
avowing Him as the Master, whose we are, 
and whom we serve ; and seeking to be pre- 
pared for the hour, be its arrival sooner or 
later, when He shall summon us from the 
world to render an account of our steward- 
ship : let*us shew that we have not received 
His grace in vain. Blessed is the man that 
feareth the Lord^ that delighteth greatly in His 
cofnmandments ! 

m 

Let us apply the general subject moiff ' 
closely to ourselves. 

In contemplating that branch of religion 
which consists in rendering unto Ccesar the 
things which are Ccesar's ; reflect on the mo-, 
tiv^ which, in addition to the general obli- 
gation that rested on the Jews, enforce upon 
yourselves the duty of obedience tdP your 
gbvernors. The government to which tha 

Jew* 
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Jews were in subjection was arbitrary. 
Their rulers were foreigners, ido laters, con- 
querors who governed by the sword. You 
live under a free constitution ; under Chris- 
tian rulers ; under rulers natives of your 
own land; under fixed, Aid equitable, and 
impartial laws; under laws deriving their 
force from the continued sanction of your 
ovra representatives. The interests of your 
rulers are your own : your interests theirs^ 
Let your obedience to those in authority, 
and your gratitude to G od, be proportioned 
to the mercies which you enjoy. 

Beware of being seduced into discontent 
under those mercies by the disorganizing 
spirit which has raged in your own times. 
Anarchy is the forerunner of slavery. What- 
ever in other countries may have been ha- 
zarded, justifiably and Unjustifiably, for the 
amelioration of despotic governments; re- 
member, and give glory to God in remem- 
bering, that the British government is a go- 
vernment of freedom. Look to the Conti- 
nent of Europe, and karn wisdom, and con- 
tentment, and gratitude, and joy. Be not 
led astray from your Christian duty as sub- 
jects, by supposing that you discover, or by 
actually discovering, blemishes either in the 
laws under which you live> or in the conduct 

of 
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of those who administer them. There will 
be blemishes in both. Expect not in any 
human institution theoretical perfection 2 
expect not in any human agency practical 
perfection* The duty of a ruler, be it not 
only admitted but proclaimed, has been com-* 
prehensively traced by Infinite Wisdom : Tbe^ 
Spirit of the Lord spake ^ the God of Israel 
said ; He that ruleth over men must be just^ 
ruling in the fear of God {k)* This com-^ 
mand reaches in every country from the 
supreme magistrate to the lowest ; from the 
chief of the legislature to every individual 
entrusted with legislative power. Whoever 
bears a part in framing a law, will answer 
for his motives in framing it to God. Who- 
ever has a share in executing a law, will an- 
swer to Qod for his conduct in administering 
it. To their own master they stand or fall. 
But beware lest failings on their part be 
deemed excuses for breach of duty on yours. 
If a parent be a faulty character; are his 
children discharged from filial obedience ? 
If a master be faulty ; is a servant released 
from his duty ? I speak of ordinary cases of 
misconduct in civil government. But even 
in cases which approach to extremities, 
though the gospel teaches not those passive 

{i) z Sam. xxUi..2, }. 

*•< ^ doctrines^^^ 
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iainoRg ttifn^adti^ttdcih bitdi:^imek)ftiie)nii0<f 
repjtesentatipns iof itti'^encfcmcs^baiyrcrdesc^^ 
it jits inculcating:. yet "^nquestloidal^; > w^ 
respect to pubUc mi to piiratftNtf^uciks^^ k 
kmg indines the balaiiee totl^. auDdeVcfC foiv* 
bearance. Whilelkw^riantf llie\idn^ 
of public rights ho Jfeasitbth/ efcpmnffiti^'iat 
uMXulcates umv^rsAlly tii^c^^9^ikitl^.|;^^ 
of loDg^su^iing^ of/]qQi6itki«ti^^ 

. ThiokitrdB«r,>itk /iUl^t 

^leiurer is th^^fkiioiviedlge iwldchiijpc^ 
of the f iefaes - of: t^ 'diTitter: loving 1 Isn^mos 
and mcrc^;, thantba^t whidxhadfadaicEttuMd 
by the Jews. Christ had not thsi£h»ie^tli(i 
great atpnemeut. He had Qpt.,^;gti\r|^ z\ the 



end o£ hispiybHc ministry* rli&iatipi.im-* 
mortality had not then been fully brought to 
light by the gospel. Ought not your love to 
your Almighty Benefactor to be encreased in 
proportion to the blessings which He has be- 
stowed upon you ? Has Christ actually died 
for youi: sins, and risen again for your justi- 
fication : and are you under no special ties to 
live unto Him? 

Finally : reqaember that obedience to your 

s governors 
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gcHremors and to your God, your duties as? 
subjects: and as Christians, are never to be 
fmt asunder^ i Mark the! solidtude with which 
fhey are ixnited^m the .Scriptures. My Sm^ 
fiartim the Lord and the King (I) . Render 
imtadUesf^r the: things which are CasarSy and 
unih GodJbe. things that are God's (m). Fear 
Goi^'JMmur the : King (n)^- They are the 
taipBjper^S whaare desccibed as denying the 
jMidMba^pitgbttbimy^^^ as despising govern^ 
pnent;ifitdispeuiAig'ill of dignities (0}. To be 
a good Christian and a bad subject is impos- 
sible. oHevwhp- fears God,, will honour the 
King^ and ^li^Uters^byMrhom the laws are 
acbiBxa^sterod;: v^Andl^^w^ from Christian 
mordvcs hanoui's theiiKing and the subordi-- 
tiate.minifiters of thedaw, gives a proof that 
he fears^God. '* .. 



Oi/: ^ '"' '- 



(/) PAV^,/x*iv. 21. . fw) Luke, XX. 25. 

' ' (») I Peti ii^ 17. {0) 2 Pet. 11% I— IQ. 
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Sfi RMO^N XIV. 

Christian Patriotism illustrated biy the 

CHARACTER-Of NeHEMIAH, 



■ 1 

^ Nehem. v. ic. 

Buflfb 'did not 7, becaufe of the fear ' if God. 

TTHE cavil which has been advanced against 
the gospel, that patriotism is not en- 
joined as a Christian duty, needs littleHlxa- 
mination ta disprove it. What is patriotism? 
Tihe lave of our country. But .\yhat love ? 
The bigoted love cherished by the* Jews, 
which impelled them to abominate every 
other nation as accursed ? The proud love dis- 
played by the Greeks, which despised the rest 
of manlund as barbarians ? The selfish love 
predominating among the Romans, and sti- 
mulating them to enslave the world ? No. 
Patriotism is that Christian love, which, while 
it respects as sacred the rights and the weU 
fare of every land, of every foreign indivi- 
dual, teaches us to manifest, within the li- 
XD^pf justice^ special affection to our own 
? ' s 2 country. 
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country, in proportion to the special tics by 
which we are united with the region that 
gives us birth. If our Lord then inculcated, 
by his own lips, or by the pen of l# Apostles^ 
the universal obligation of justice and love : 
if, in regulating theexerciseof justice and lovc» 
he pronounces that wrong and fraud are the 
more sinful when directed against the Bre^ 
tbren (a) ; that while we do good unto all men^ 
we are boiind specially to do good unto them who 
are of the household of faith (h): that affection 
of more than ordinary strength is niijiti^aUy 
to be evinced between husbands and wives, 
parents^ and children, brothers and suifers.^: 
He bfts decided that every additional tie by 
whidi man is connected with man is an obli*^: 
gation to additional love: He has ^stablidb-^ 
ed the duty of patriotism, by establishing Ae' 
very principle from which the duty neccs* 
sarily flows* If he bore with unwearied pt^ 
tience hatred, and contempt, and persecution, 
unto death, from his Jewish adversaries j it 
He mourned with the most tender sjrmpathy 
over the impending destractipn of Jem-- 
salem (c)\ if He repeated, at a second t\!^ 
of his life, his efforts for the conversion'(^.hi& 
countrymen the Nazarenes (d) : by his cwoi 



J 



{a) I Cdr.vi. &» f^),GaL vL jo^ See also Rgni^ vc. fTrpJ,*. 
X. !• xi* 14. {c) Matth. %x\\u''^j. Luke, xjii. 34« 

•(^Ltdce,iY. 16-30.- Matth, xin.^54; kfet^^VTi i^C 

^ ^. conduct 
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conduct he sanctioned patriotism, by His con-* 
duct he exemplified it, by his own eondoet he 
conunanded it^ 

Patriotism may glow with as pdre a flame 
in the breast of a peasant as of a nbnaith^ ; 
in the shades of retirement as in IJie glare of 
observation. In persons, however, who ate 
emii>ent in rank, or called to public servieefc, 
the example is the more conspicuous. It was 
under such circumstances that Nehemiah il-^ 
lustrated in his day that duty pf Pdttiotism^ 
which, though virtually declared in the Md- 
saic laWj was by his countrymen little under^r 
stood; and was subsequendy^ m we Yia^HX 
seen, re-affirmed and practised by oDr 
Lord. 

Nehemiah was by birth a Jew. His f»»- 
ther, as it should seem, had hot accompa^ 
nied his countrymen into the land df Israel, 
when th<?y were permitted by Cyrus, after 
their captivity of seventy years, to return thi^ 
ther and rebuild Jerusalem ; bi;t appears to 
have remained in Persia, For we $nd N^er 
miah an inhabitant of. the city of Shushat|> 
the capital of Persia; and actu^ly a resident 
|n the royal palace, in consequehcip of hndiig 
|)een raised to the honourable situation of cu^ 
bearer to Artaxerxes the king. .While h^ 
was in tliis pffice, some of his br?0uen ar- 

83 rived 
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rived firom Judaea, lyith lamentable accounts 
: of the cohdition of the Jews. ^S The remnant 
which are left^* said they, " i^f the captivity 
there in the province are in great affiiction and 
reproach. . The wall of Jerusalem also is broken 
downy and the gates thereof are burned with 
Jire(e}. Nehemiah.was grieved to the heart 
by these tidings: and was filled with earnest 
anxiety to obtain permission from Artaxerxes 
to repair to Jerusalem with power to build 
up and fortify the city* But before he ofiered 
his request to the King,. he addressed Mmself 
to a. higher sovereigii. sMasat down and wept 
4md mourned cettaim days, andprayed before the 
God (f heaven. With^cep humiliation he acr 
knowledged the transgressions of himself and 
of his forefathers. He pleaded the andcnt; co- 
venant mercifully established with thai people 
of Israel: and the promise given unto Moses 
that if, when scattered for their wickedness 
among the heathen,' they should even from- 
thence turn unto God, they should r-eceive 
forgiveness, and should again be securely setr 
tled in theirown land. AndYiow^ O Lord^ said 
he, I beseech Thcje kt thine ear. be attentive, tf 
the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer isf 
the rest of thy servants who desire to fear thy 
namf : and p^p^r^ I pray "^hee^ thy 'servan£^ 

' : tl^is 
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tins day^ and grant him mercy in the sigBt of 
this man. When Nehcmiah presented kirtt- 
self in the palace to discharge the duties of 
his post, ^ the King discerned sorrow painted 
upon his countenance. Wby^ eniq[Wred he, iV 
thy countenance sady seeing thou art not sick. 
This is nothing else but sorrow of beiwt. 
Then was Nehemiah very sore afraid. But 
having again lifted up his soul to God in' 
prayer, in the silent prayer of the heart, he 
communicated to the King the cause of his 
distress : and being encouraged by his royal 
master to declare the extent of his wishes, 
ventured to submit his petition that he might 
be sent unto the land of Judah, unto the city 
of the sepulchres of his fathers, with autho^ 
rity to build it. He, in whose rule and go- 
vernance are the hearts of Kings, He who 
<ioth dispose and turn them as seemeth best to 
.fhis godly wisdom, disposed Artaxerxes to grant 
in the fullest measure the requests of Nehe- 
miah. Without dday Nehemiah took his 
journey to Jerusalem.. TJiere he found him- 
self constantly surrounded byjdifficullies'and 
dangers arising partly firom thiennjity of the 
neighbouring- nations, partly, froraithc trca* 
chery and the refractorjt'condoet ^ of mahy^ ; 
among the Je\Vs whoih^herwas to govern. By* 
faithful perse verwice,; Jiowever^ ^ in ' :the path ' 

84 of 
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duty) imd uushaken dependenjce upon tfao 
diviflis gindwKe and protecticm) he at lengtljt 
^QOiplbhed^ itfter the labour of twelve 
yesrs^ the patriotic puq)oses for which He 
CAvas.i When he looked. back on his past 
ptxxseodings, he had the approving testimony 
of a ,^ood conscience. It was on such an oc- 
ca^n,.that after being led to call to remem^ 
brarice;the actions of some of his predecessors, 
in whom selfishness appears to have chilled 
pr overpowered the love of their country, he 
was able to aiErm concerning himself, with 
thankful humility : But so did mt /, because 
(fibs fear of God. 

These words contain a true description of 
the general t^nor of his life. Let us exa^ 
mine some of the particulars by which this 
^gict is established ; and endeavour, under the 
divine blessing, to apply to otwrselves the in^ 
struction which they convey. 

I. Ndiennsdi was placjed at the oourt of 
the King of Persia, the most powerful mo« 
narchoftheage} was. domesticated in the pa-* 
lace Itself;: and was entrusted with an office 
r€{;anded in those days as highly honourable 
and important.' The magnificence of the 
Bait was. spread before him« Rcink, eniolu* 
ment^ authority;, wiece in, his possession^ All 
; y I' ' the 
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the good things, as they ar? termed, of this 
world, were at his command. Was his heart, 
tiien, fixed upon them ? Was he determined 
at gU hazards to retain them ? No. Ease 
and affluence and dignity, and the other en- 
joyments which lay within the grasp of Ne^ 
he^iiah, are so attractive and ensnaring, that 
most men who possess them set their affec- 
tions upon them, and are willing to resort 
to very unwarrantable methods of preserving 
them. But so did not Nehemiah. Of jiis 
own accord he resigned them all. Why? 
Because of the fear of God : fear manifesting 
itself iii love to his own countrymen for the 
sake of God. All that worldly men deem 
valuable Nehemiah resigned, that in obedi* 
cnce to the will and for the furtherance of 
the glory of Qod, he migOT seek the welfare 
of his despised and x)ppressed brethren the ^ 
children of Israel ; and settle them in safety 
in the land of their fathers, and rebuild the 
Holy City. He perceived that to Him wba 
knoweth how to da goody mnddoetbit not^ to him 
it is sin (/). He pei^cdived thfct even such of 
the gratifications oif Persia, as might in them- 
selves bd innocent, would to him be polluted 
with guilt : since by retaining them he would 
be pfttmntcdfrom effecting the good)» wluchhe 

might 
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-might hope to be made the injtnimfenfpf il»^ 
complishing in Judaea. In the spirit of his 
^re\'ered countiyman Moses, He, chose father.'to 
suffer affliction with his brethren .the people jof 
Gody than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a ^ea^ 
son. , By faith he efteemed the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures 6f 
Persia : for he had respect unto the recompense 
ef the reward {g). > .. 

Are you, my brethren, prepared tQ tread 
in the footsteps of this righteous man I Are 
you prepared to imitate his patriotic self^ 
denial, to imitate it, because ^ of the fear^^^ 
God? Bring your past conduct to yduS^irescol^ 
lection. When you have be6n c4ile3 trpofWin 
your capacity of citizens arid sub5tiftst6'tik« 
up your cross and follow Christ, tifmake. sa^ 
orifices of honour, or of profit, or of *r^pu^ 
, tation, or of comfoit, or of eajc, for the pur-- 
pose of benefiting your native land^ and 
shewing love to your countryjnia for the s&ke 
of your Redeemer: how;'4iave yoviB Cactedhf 
Have you been afccustoted t6 make such sa* 
orifices cheerfially ?: HaMCiyoaAeen accustom-, 
txl to makevthem^a^»frequ]mtlyraalike!y 'IjavQ 
been dcniandedlK^ Have ^y o.u boaaakacdstom-. 
ocl to /mdkc. thepi. ta?thc .c&ctent?whicl^ diity 
pitsbwibjBKlff* .Qbacry^^hawJargelterertic^sa^' 

r I ?rific93 
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fBxifices made by Nehemiah of his owii accord 
in comparison with those, in which any of 
\M have been required to acquiesce. The 
smaller the sacrifices to which we refuse to 
submit, the stronger are the symptoms of 
lukewarraness in our hearts towards God, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, of devotgdness to 
sdifi^h passions, of deficiency in Christian 
patriotism* 
• 
II. .When the first body of the Jews had 
jT^turned in the reign of Cyrus from their 
captivity J the Samaritans, the adversaries of 
TWoi^y applied, as we Icarji from the book of 
E-zra, to be admitted to join in rebuilding 
the temple at Jerusalem. They came to Zerui^ 
babel and the chief of the fathers^ and said unto 
thettt'^ Let us build with you. For we seek 
your God as ye do : and we do sacrifice unto 
Him sinpe the days oj Rsarhaddon King of Assur^ 
who brought us hither. But as these people 
were not Jews by descent, and as they ,per- 
sisted in worshipping their own idols in con- 
junction with the . true God ; the elders of 
Israel refused, conformably to the divine law, 
to h^ve any connectipn with them ; ' and an- 
swe^red j Te have nothing to do with us to build 
0n Jbpm to our God 4 But we our^^y^j^ together 

will 
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will build unto the Lord God of Israel (bf. 
When Nehemiah was come to irpair th* 
city, he appears to have received a similttr 
proposal from the enemies of the Jews, For 
his answer, recorded by himself, to remon- 
strances urged on their part, bears a close re- 
semblance to that which was rptumcd in the 
former instance. The God of heaven wiUpros-r 
per us : therefore we His servants will ariii 
and build. But ye have no portion^ nor righty 
hor memorial in Jerusalem. By ehtenhg 'into 
confederation with the persons who made the 
proposition, Nehemiah might jjifebably feiave 
escaped many of the troubles which hurig 
ovier him : and if he had harboured any pro- 
ject for aggrandising himself, he miglrt have 
provided for its success. Many of his country- 
men, as we shall speedily discover, and those 
too of the highest rank, not only among the 
nobles, but even among the priests, leagued 
themselves in the closest union with the very 
persons in question. But so did not Nehe- 
niiah, because of the fear of God. With these 
men, men, be . it remembered, whose lios- 
tility to the welfare of Israel was incoiitro- 
vertible, he steadfastly refused to connect him- 
self. He meditated ho iiqury against t\idkv: 
Me wishecFthem ho evif; Had' circdhiSi^cesf 

(h) Ezra, iv. 1—3. 

brought 
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brought himself and them under the same 
roof ;. his deportment to tliem would have: 
beeni a3 to all men, niild and courteous.. 
Had busmess caused them necessarily to have 
transactions, each with the other .^ h? would 
have conducted himself tovyards them, a? to- 
wards; all men, with uprightness and with li-. 
berality. But he would have no partnership 
vyith :them : no union of plans and projects ; 
no intimacy : no voluntary society^ . JVbat 
feiloTOsbip bath rigbteousness witb unrt^ieous" 
ness? Wbat commmion hath Ji^bt, with 
ddrkness ? What paf;t hath . be that iilieveib 
witb an infidel? Wkaf agreement bath tii^' t^in- 
pk of God mth idols [i) ?• Silpj^i- were the 
views which decided the conduct of Nehe- 
miah. 

r In this branch of patriot! sf^aijC you, . my 
brethren, imitators, accordi^ig . to your seve- 
ral stations, of Nehemiah ? Becciuse of tte 
fearofGod^ do you discounteiiaijce unrighte- 
ousness among your countrymen by carefully 
avoiding familiarity with irreligious persons ? 
Of wicked men there is unhappily so. exube- 
rant an abundance, that the cojn'mon neces- 
sitics of life will frequently throw yoii inW 
tkcir circle, and occasion deafings to ^ tak^ 
place between you* And to the wicked, as 

* -■-■ #-..,'•'.■; 
(i) 2 Cor. vi. 14-* 16. 
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towards others, you are tobe gentle, just, and 
kind. But you are to have no fellowship 
^ith them. What concord bath Christ with 
Belial? For the sake of God, if you love 
Him, you will determine to seek your friends 
and associates among those who love Him* 
For the sake of your countrymen, if yoi* love 
them> you will strengthen yourself in that 
determination. Intercourse with the wklbetd^. 
when necessary, you 'will secretly lan^ntr 
when not necessaiy, you will diligently shun. 
And never will you be induced by schema 
of private interest to associate yourself^ 
with the machinations of men, whom you 
assuredly know to be enemies to' your^ 
country. 



• ^ * '^ ' ' 



III. Nehemiah faithfully persevered in his 
patriotic exertions in the face of continual 
discouragement and danger. When the an- 
cient enemies of the Jews heard of InS^ arri- 
val J // grieved them exceedingly that there was 
comf a man to seek the welfare of the children^ 
of Israel {k). They laboured by every specits 
of artful management to deter him from 
proceeding in his undertaking. First they 
assailed him and his countrymen - with thfc 
shafts of contempt and ridicule. - When Smk^^ 

(i) Nehem. ii. lo. 
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ball At the Htfr^imfe^ • and I'obiah the Ammonite^ 
and Geshe*n\tBeKdrabian hear d if\ they laugb^ 
ed us to scorfi^ '^and despiftd us. And Sanballat 
mocked the Je^ty arid spake before his brethren^ 
and thtijLMf ofSatharia, and said-. What do 
these feebhJeHjos ? Will they fortify themselves? 
Will theyidcrijiipe'f Will they make an end in if 
day? Will they revive the stones out of the heaps 
of the rubbisif^\iihich are burnt? Now^obiab- 
the Ammonite Hvas by him^: and he said, Even 
that which they build, if a fox go up, he shall 
even break do^n their stone^walL Many, 'mt 
may conceive/ ;of the builders feft thetnijelvds 
dispirited by these tauntsy and ^tempted to 
abandon the work. Bo did not Nehemiah. 
He prayed to the Lord Almighty, '\ff^^^r,0 
our God, for wd'^are despised i and turn their re-- 
proach upon their own head (/) ; and steadily 
pushed fdrward the buildiftg. His adversaf lis, 
discerning this method of attack to be inef- 
fectual, had rccourse to thrieatenings and 
violence. They charged the Jews with a 
design of rebelling against the King of Persia. 
They spread reports that Nehemiah purposed!: 
to set himself up as King in Jerusalem. They 
treacherously sent messengers to invite him to 
a conference, that they mght have an oppor— 

tunity 
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tunity of destroying hinie They pcfsecuted 

him with menacing letters. Thcy stirred up 

adversaries against him among his own 

people. They hired false proph^ to terrify 

bim with aU^ming predictions % and pifrsi^ed 

this scheme with the greater eaj^eraess, iii 

•pnsequence of bdng well aware$ ichajt if they 

could, prevail even so far only |iS;tO^ cause hififi 

to manifest symptoms of fear^.^i^ Vrould be 

an end of all resolution and exe^ti^ii among: 

the Jews* Of the nobles of Judah^ some 

had shown themsdvcs from . ^- bf^inning 

averse to the righteous and pu^ll^; spirited 

designs of Nehemiah i and put nut tf>eir ntcih 

to the work of the Lprd^ And many 9f them 

being now gained over to the n^sur!^ ol 

Tobrah» in consequence of the conncctioa 

which he and his son had foitned with these 

trsdtors by marriages, sent n^any letters untd^ 

T^obiab^ and the letters of ToHab came ur^o 

them : for there w^re many in Judah sworn 

unto him: and thpy informed. him of the 

words of Nehcmiah {m\ In the mean time 

war had been prepared. Sanballat.andTo^ 

hiah, and the AraUfins^ and the Ammonites^ 

and the Ashdcdifes conspired all of ihem together 

to come and to Jight agaimt Jerusakm^ and ttt^ 

kinder 
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Under the completion of the building ; vnd. 
said, They shall not know^ neither see^ till we^ come_ 
in the midst among them and slay them^ and cause 
the "Work to cease. Nehemiah was not ignorant 
of their intentions. Many of the Jews who 
dwelt on the. borders of those adversaries of 
Israel came to Jerusalem, and repeatedly said ; 
From all places whence ye shall return unto us 
they will be uponyo\i. At the prospect of these 
dangers the people, who at first had a mind to 
the work^ were dismayed, and seemed on 
the point of relinquishing the undertaking* 
in despair. Judah said: The strength of the 
hearers of burdens is decayed^ and there is much 
rubbish ; so that we are not able to build the 
wall. , All Judah trembled. But so did not 
Nehemiah. He feared God : and because he 
feared God, he was not dismayed before 
man. In this emergency, how did he con- 
duct himself ? We made our prayer^ saith he, 
unto our God ; and set a watch against them day 
and nighty because of them. In the lower places 
behind the wally and on the higher places he set 
the people after their families with their swords^ 
their spears^ and their bows. He diligently 
pxhorted the nobles and the rulers and the 
rest of the people not to be afraid : but re-- 
member the Lord which is great and terrible i 
itnd fight for your brethren y your sons and your 
• 41 T daughters^ 
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JoMgbters^ ymr wves^ and your bauses. . His 
exhortations were successful. All the peopk 
M^uriud to the wally every one unto bis work. 
From that day forward the viralls presented, 
aca>rdmg to the wise arrangements of Nehe^ 
Hdiah, a very imcommon spectacle : the union 
of busy industry with constant readiness i& 
battle. One half of the people were employ- 
ed at the work. Beside them the other half 
were drawn up in array, armed with spears 
and shidds, and other implements of war* 
Even the workmen themselves, they which 
iuilded on the waJI^ and they that bare burdens^ 
with those that ladedy every one of them with one 
^his hands wrought in the worky and with the 
fthcr hand held a, weapon. For the builders^ 
every one bad his sword girded by bis side ; and 
so buiided. * So the people laboured in the work: 
imd half (f tbtth held their spear s^ from the 
risifig of the morning until the stars appeared. 
Behind them stood the rulers of Judah, to su- 
i^erintend and . to encourage the workmen 
and those who were to guard them. Where is 
l^chcmiah himself? Nehemiah, entrusted 
with the whole, anxious for tlie whole, ac^ 
companied by the officer whose post it is to 
50und the trumpet, is continually moving 
from place to place. He inspects the pro- 
«tss of the work i issues jieedful directions ; 

2 . proYi|cs 



by tbi CbafMtir fsf K^fhii^^ flJJ 

provides against assaults. And because, sntii 
he to the nobles aiid the rulers and the p6Qa 
pie, because the ^mrk is great and iatge^ dnd 
im are separated uport the wall one far fr^m am^ 
iher : in what place ye hear the 'sound of tbi 
trumpet y resort ye thither Unto ut. Our God 
shall fight for us. 

To persevere unto the end in every bra^dl 
of the service of the Lord Jesus is tihie duc)r 
and the distinguishing mark of a ehristtsui^ 
It is by temptations continually presesiting 
themselves that perseverance ts put to the 
proof. Blessed then is the man who enduiC4tB 
temptation {n)^ who sustains the trial) what- 
ever form it may aissume, and is not weary of 
well-doing. Does this descripdkSftii^apply ii 
you as lovers of your native soil? Obsefvis 
Nehemiahy under the various forms of ten^ 
tation by which his religious spirit of psP 
triotism was beset, stedfast, unmoveable, al-^ 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord^ 
When trials, the same as to their nature witif 
chose which he withstood, but sxuted in their 
particular circumstances to your own situa* 
tion as subjects and citizens, have been sent 
to put you to the proof 5 what has been the 
event ? If, in this subdivision of christians 
obedience, you have been a foUower of that 

' (0) James* i. 12, v, ii, 

1^. T 2 which 
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npbicb is good-, you. may have been Calle^^ 
pc^rhaps frequently called, to sustain thi? 
$niart of ridkule. Your conscientious for- 
bearaoce for your^couritiy's sake from selfish 
kidulgenc9 you may have heard represented 
9^. scrupulo.us folly. Your, faithful solicitude 
to fulfil the demands which your country 
makes upon your integrity, your abilities, 
ypvLt exertion, you may know to have been 
stigmatised: as absurd preciseness* Have ri- 
dicule and scorn turned you aside from your 
purpose?: Has false shame ensnared you into 
ijoiitation of. men, whose solicitude is only for 
themsel>^es ? Or have you remained fiiin, like 
Nehemiahij, firm becatae of the fear of God? 
When th^scofFers saw that they could not 
shake his steadiness by sneers and contempt ; 
they immediately became false accusers, and, 
charged hifl* jwith a treasonable design of re- 
belling against the King of Persia, Still he 
remained firm in his course. If the worldly- 
minded, after endeavouring to impel you by 
taunts arid sarcasms into their own interested 
measures, have proceeded to speak evil of you y 
have you remained stedfast in righteousness ? 
hEave you quietly committed your cause to 
God ; andjaboured by well-doing to put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish men, and- to. 
make them ashamed who falsely accused your - 

good 
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good conversation in Christ as upright fricttdjs 
of your country ? Nehemiah found traitors 
among his own people. Nay some of the 
very persons, from whom he might justly 
have expected the. most faithful counsel and 
the most active support, he discovered to be 
in confederacy with the enemies of Israel: 
Still he persevered in his duty. It may be 
possible that among your own friends, and 
even in your own family, there may be indi- 
viduals who are highly dangerous to your po- 
litical integrity : individuals ' who by the 
principles which they recommend, by the 
opinions which they uphold, by the examples 
which they display before you, practically 
take part with the ignorant or the unprinci* 
pled ; and countenance, more or less, the 
violence of partisans, or the artifice of the 
factious, or the reveries of projectors, or the 
schemes of the selfish, or the apathy of the 
lukewarm. If this be one of the trials wfiiich 
j&S^ have experienced j have you shewn by 
^Saiin but steady resistance that you would not 
surrender your'tonscience to human connec- 
tions, or to human authority? N|iiemiah, 
when he beciame aware of the perils bjr which 
he was surrotUided, though he was not terri^ 
fied even into a momentary derdiction of his 
purpose, nor into transient coldness in the 

T 3 , pursuit; 



•T? Christian, Patriotism illustrated 

j^urfliiit of Ilia olqect, did not neglect the pre- 
<!aiUtion3 and preparations which the emer* 
gency required. Have you in this respect 
Stated his example ? Have you studied to 
fortify yourself according to the word of God, 
«nd by the fear of God, against your specific 
temptations to deficiency in patriotism ; to 
drengthen yourself the most carefully where 
yoi;i perceived yourself the weakest ; and, so 
f^ ^s in you lay, to leave no part unprovided 
against an attack ? Nehemiah shrunk not, in 
lu$ country's cause, from any personal, hard- 
ship. Constantly employed from the rising 
of the morning until the stars of evening 
appeared, in encouraging his countrymen to 
rebuild the city of their God, and in oppos- 
ing the designs of their enemies ; he had not 
even the ordinary comforts which attend re- 
pose after labour. So neither /, nor my bre- 
thren^ nor my servants^ nor the men of the guard 
H/^Mch followed me^ none of us put off our clothe Sy 
saving that every one put them off for wasi 
JHave you submitted to privations, havel^pu 
ei3tdured hardships, if emergencies have re;- 
quired tjJ^Qm for the land of the sepulchres of 
yow: fetters ? Have you cheerfully sustained 
the burdens deemed essential tcraational secu- 
i?ity ? Hay4<|fou been faithful and watcbf^ 
|i> tfe^ discharge of your public duties 3 anx- 
ious 
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ious to discern the methods in which yoH 
niay contribute to the general welfare -, anx* 
IOUS to adopt each in its time, and place, and 
proportion j anxious by seasonable exhor- 
tation and counsel to induce others also 
to bear hardships for their fellow-Sjubjects^ 
and to approve themselves in the sight of 
their God as genuine lovers of their coun« 
try ? How many men, in different pe^ 
riods, (I speak without any special refer- 
ence to present times,) who have stood for- 
ward among the loudest in professions of pa- 
triotic zeal, have soon been heard among the 
loudest of the complainers under somi tem- 
porary pressure indispensable to the public 
safety ? How many of those who have bcel> 
deemed ready at any given moment to e«t 6^ 
the right hand^ and to fluck out the right eje^ 
in their country's cause, for the sake of 
Christ ; have not forborne, through love to 
Him, fro^jn repining even at small difficukie* 
and small sacrifices in its service I ^ Can e^h 
of you appeal to the Search^ of h^cuts, %xxk 
Say with Nehemiah, so did not i ? \ 

Other instam^es in which thi^ tstidneMtiioi&t 
vant of the Lord of Hosts mKnifestcK^^^lrf 
acting differently from men whose minds are 
fixed on selfish ends, his faithfulness to that 
ruling principle, which determined his coii- 

T 4 duct. 
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duct^ and led him to consistent and perse- 
vering patriotism, will be developed in a sub- 
sequent discourse. Let those parts of Ne-^ 
hemiah's history which have been explained 
become subjects of private meditation. Let 
us earnestly implore the Giver of all good to 
strengthen us by His all-sufficient grace, that 
in the discharge of our duties to our country 
we may for His sake sit light to worldly 
ease, and indulgence, and emolument, and 
advancement ; that for His sake we may up- 
hold that righteousness which exalteth a na^ 
tion {p)y uphold it not only by practical holi- 
ness, but by stedfastly keeping aloof from 
familiarity with the wicked ; that neither ri- 
dicule, nor slander, nor fear may influence 
us, when treading the path of christian pa- 
triotism, to turn aside or to slacken our 
pace: but that in labours^ in watchings^ by 
fureness^ by the Holy Ghost ^ by love unfeigned^ 
by evil report ^ by the word of truths by the 
ftmer of Gody by the armour of righteousness: 
M the right hand and on the left^ we may in all 
things approve ourselves as the servants of 
Gtd{f\ to the benefit of our native land, 
{fiijil^e ^ory of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

^)?) Prpv, xiv. 34» (/) % Cor.vi. 4—8, 
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S E R M O N XV. 

Christian Patriotism illustrated by the 
Character of Nehemiah. 



Nehem. v. 15, 
But so did not /, because of the fear of God. 

TN' the preceding discourse, the character of 
Nehemiah considered with respect to patri* 
otism has unfolded much of its excellence. Ixi 
contemplating this servant of God, we bebsld, 
in the first place, his decided disregard of 
splendor, luxury, and indulgence, that he 
might seek the welfare of Israel: secondly, his 
stcdfast refusal either of union or of intimaoy 
with the enemies of the Jews : and thirdly, 
his finxmess in the cause of his country 
against ridicule and against violence, his 
watchful circumspection, his patient and 
persevering endurance of hardship. We are 
now to attend to other circumstances in his 
public conduct, imder which he was equally 
bkst with the testimony of an approving 
conscience, ' 
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IV. It has not been very uncommon for 
persons in high situations to wink at wrong 
proceedings in those over whom they are in- 
vested with authority, through fear of giving 
offence, or for the purpose of more easily ac* 
complisliing some end of their own. When 
Saul, instead of destroying the flocks and 
herds of the Amalckites, according to the 
express commandment of God, had brought 
them into the camp of Israel : he confessed 
that he had acted thus> because \xt feared the 
people and obeyed their voice. Other instances 
pf sinful compliance on the part of the Kings 
of Israel with the inclinations and practices 
of their subjedts might be produced. So did 
not Nehemiah. He did not hate his country- 
jneh in his heart in suffering sin upon them {a). 
He did not shrink from any risk of offending 
persons of the highest rank and the most 
cpmmanding influence at Jerusalem, when 
they disobeyed the law of their God. Being 
apprised that the men of. wealth among the 
][ews had rendered themselves masters of the 
property and the persons of their poorer bre- 
thren . by means of usurioijs mortgages, he 
y)as very angry ^hen he heard (he cry (^) . pf the 
distressed, and rebuked the nobles, and the rulers^ 
knd set a great assembly agfiinslj^jiem^^ and co|i-, 

{a) Levk. XIX. 17, (3) Nehcm,T# Iv^^j-. 

T Vi Strained 
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strained them to enter into a solemn engage* 
ment, that they would restore the whole of 
their unjust acquisitions : and bound the 
priests by oath to act according to a similar 
promise. Some time afterwards, Eliashib the 
high priest, in direct violation of the law of 
Moses, which excluded the Ammonites from 
the congregation of God for ever, prepared for 
Tobiah the Ammonite, with whom he had 
contrafted affinity, a spacious chamber in the 
very courts of the Temple ; a chamber which 
had been appointed for the reception of meat- 
offerings and frankincense, and vessels and 
other articles for the service of the Levites {c). 
Nehemiah in the mean time was absent on a 
journey to Babylon. But as soon as he re- 
turned to Jerusalem, and heard of thi* un- 
righteous deeds of Eliashib ; regardless of the 
high situation and powerful connections of 
the man, he cast forth all the furniture of 
the intruder out of the chamber, and restored 
the place to its proper use. He then disco- 
vered that the portions of the Levites had not 
been delivered unto them : and that in con- 
sequence the Levites and the singers had re- 
tired every man to his possession in the coun- 
try; an"d that the house of God was for- 
saken [d). Immediately he contended with 

the 
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the rulers, who were the authors of this 
injury ^ and caused the Levites to be again 
collected ; and com and win6 and oil for their 
support to be brought in the full quantities 
prescribed by the Law : and appointed trea- 
surers, selected because they were counted faith-- 
ful^ whose office was to receive the stores, 
and to distribute unto their brethren^ that the 
recurrence of abuses might be prevented. 
About the same time Nehemiah perceived that 
numbers in Jerusalem grossly profaned the 
Sabbath, by making it a day of worldly 
labour and of merchandise. Of this wicked- 
ness also the nobles of Judah were the prin- 
cipal promoters. But Nehemiah, because 
he f(eared God, again contended with them\ 
ian4 by his vigorous interference completely 
remedied the evil(fy. Another instance is 
yet to be mentioned. Some of the people 
had married wives from the neighbouring 
heathen nations, from Ashdod and Ammon 
and Moab. Even the daughter of Sanballat, 
the great enemy of the Jews, was espoused 
by a grandson of the high priest (/). This 
despiser of the divine commandment, Ne- 
hemiah chased from him. And as to his 
associates in iniquity, he contended with tbetn^ 
denounced a solemn curse against them, if 

(#} NcBem. xi5i» l^-^ai. (/} Nchcm. xiii. a8. 
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they should persist in their unlawful con-^ 
nections ; inflicted on some of them corporal 
punishment; and compelled all to dismiss 
their foreign wives, and to pledge themselves ^ 
by oath no more- to transgress thus against 
their God. " , 

A 

Have you, my brethren, followed, so far 
as circumstances may have required you, the 
example; of Nehcmiah displayed in this 
branch of his conduct ? If you have been 
brought ta the alternative either of displeas- 
ing God by silence and supineness ; or of of- 
fending your countrymen, men connected 
with yourself, men whose favour was of high 
importance to you, by testifying, when duty 
has called for your testimony, against some 
evil proceeding on their part, and by exerting 
your influence, whether it has been greater 
or less, to prevent it : what, has been your 
choice? Have you imitated Nehemiah? Have 
you followed the Lord fully ? Because you 
teared God, have you disregarded private ad- 
vantage? Have you withstood the attractions 
of popularity ? Have you subdued ambition ? 
Have you broken the chains of party ? Or 
have you acquiesced in the sinful measures 
of other men, awed by their power, anxious 
for their countenance -, and sought for plau*. 
sible excuses to quiet your scruples, a|id to 

satisfy 
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satisfy your mind that it was not incumbent 
on yourself to interfere ? If we arc at any 
time reduced to such a trial, let ns discharge 
t>ur consciences, modestly, but firmly; and cast 
our interest, our character, and our cares 
upon God who careth for us. Let us not 
desert Him ; and He will never forsake us. 
Let worldly solicitude and false shame give 
place to reverence of the Lord of Hosts. 

V. A. singular and decisive init^nce of pa- 
triotic disinterestedness on the part of Nehe- 
miah in his conduct as Governor of the Jews 
must be noticed. It is customary, and it is 
most evidently reasonable, that rulers should 
be supported at the expense of the people, 
for whose benefit they are entrusted with ju- 
risdiction ; and to whose service they dedicate 
their time, talents, and exertions. The 
former governors of the Jews had exercised 
their right of being chargeable unto the people j 
and had received from them bread, and wine, 
and money. But so did not 7, says Nehe- 
miah, uttering on this particular occasion 
the words of the text ; But so did nof /, because 
of the fear of ^God. From the time that I was 
appointed to be their governor in the land of 
yudahj namely, during twelve yearSy I and mj 
bretbmnhave not eaten the bread of the gpnermrl 

Yet 
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Yet Nehemiah was subjected by his office 
to extremely burthensome expences. He ap- 
pears regularly to have admitted to his table 
an hundred and fifty of the Jews, thdr 
rulers included 5 and was also obliged to 
furnish provisions for the strangers who 
came to him from the heathen nations on 
all sides, Tetfor all tbisy he adds, required . 
not I the bread of the Governor : because the 
bondage 'was heavy upon this people. He • ob- 
served that his countiymen, in the distressed 
situation of their affairs, could not supply 
without much additional embarrassment the 
salary and the necessaries to which their go- 
vernor was entitled. He therefore refused to 
receivfe any thing from them. 
^ To recede from our rights, when duty 
does not compel us to insist upon them, and 
when the glory of God and the benefit of 
our neighbour will manifestly be promoted 
by our forbearance, is an act of Christian 
obedience acceptable in the sight of our 
Maker and Redeemer. St. Paul, that he 
might not be chargeable to the Thessalo- 
nians, would not receive from them the 
maintainance to which the Lord Jesus 
Christ had pronounced all his ministers en- 
titled ; but laboured with his hands by night 
and by day, that he might procure for 

himself 
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himself food and raiment (g). At Corinth 
and at Ephesus he conducted himself in the 
same manner {b). What has been your 
conduct, my brediren, in cases to which the 
example of Nehemiah, and tlie correspond^ 
ing example of St. Paul, have been appli^ 
cable? Plave you willingly departed from 
your just demands ; have you waved your 
lawful privileges j have you cheerfully sub- 
jected yourself to voluntaiy losses and sacri- 
fices, from love to God and to your country ? 
Or have yoli stiffly contended for every par- 
ticle of your right ; and regai^ded yourself as 
governed by a religious and patriotic spirit, 
because you did not desire to trespass on the 
rights, or to lessen the common immunities, 
of your neighbour ? Have you reflected on 
the confidence which unequivocal disinterest- 
edness commands ; and on the enlarged op- 
portunities, which, by means of that confi- 
dence, it opens of benefiting your fellow- 
citizens by your talents, and by every other 
instrument of good which Providence has 
committed to your stewardship ? Whatever 
have hitherto been your views, whatever has 
been your practice -, imitate from the present 
moment the pious governor of Israel. And, 

(^) 1 Thcss. li. 6 — 9. 

(b) Acts, xviius.Tx. 34. i Cor, 11. 4— 18, 

above 
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above all human patterns of imitation- re-' 
member the Son of God ; who, for a season,' 
resigned his native glories, that in a state of 
abasement and suffering he might glorify his 
heavenly Father, and purchase . for you life 
etefnaL By precept and by example He has 
equally taught you to lay down your lives for 
your brethren ; and of course to scruple no 
inibrior sacrifice. 

Vli If we search the page of history for. 
narratives of the proceedings of men who 
haye.been called to the office of rebuilding 
49splated cities, or of establishing new colo-' 
nies in uncultivated regions; we shall dis- 
cover that the interests of religion have ' ^ 
usually been esteemed only a secondary con- 
cern. . Bulwarks are raised, private dwel* 
lings are erected, fields are tilled^ harbours, 
if the ocean be at hand, are prepared, before 
the House of God receives its covering, per- 
.haps before its foundations are laid. Safety, 
and sustenance, and shelter, convenience, and 
agriculture, and trade, employ the head, and 
occupy the heart. " Let these essential ob-. 
*' jeets be secured ; and then we shall have 
" leisure to consult on measures for pro- 
" moting piety and morality." How often 
has this language, speaking by actions, been . 

V hQar4 
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heard in modern agcsl And wai it not 
heard in ancient times? Was it not the 
femguage of the Jews:^ when they returned 
from the B^bykxnian captivity? Let the 
Prophet, whom God commissioned to re- 
prove them, satisfy the enquiry : lT:)us speakitb 
^he Lord of Hosts j saying 5 This people saitby 
Tie timi is not come^ the time that the Lords. 
House should be built. Then came the noord of 
the Lord by Haggai the prophet ^ saying : Is it 
time for you to dwell in your deled houses^ and 
this House li^ waste (1) f The rukrsof Jiidah 
in that day appear . to have put fordi too 
Kttle exertion for the purpose of rousing ri» 
people to their duty. But so did not Nehe^ 
miaby because of the fear of God. Hfe knew 
that, exfept the Lord keep tbe^ city^ the v?afeb^ 
inan waketb but in vainy and that the Divine 
protection ought not to be presumed, where 
glory is not in the first place rendered unto 
the Lord. He laid to heart the words of God, 
when, by His prophet, He was pleased to ex- 
plain His judgements on the selfishness of 
the former Jews, who preferred their private 
concerns to his glory. Te havf sowt^ mucky 
and bring in little : ye eaty but ye have not 
enough : ye drink^ but ye are not filed witl^. 
drink : ye clothe you^ but there is none warm -^ 

^ Haggai, i. ar-4- 

' and 
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and he that earneth wages ^ eameth wages to put 
it into a bag with holes. Te looked for mucb^ 
and loj it came to little : and when ye brought 
it home, I did blow upon it. Why^ saith the 
Lord of Hosts ? Because of mine House that is 
waste -J and ye run every man to his own house- 
^Therefore the heaven over you is stayed from 
dew J and the earth is stayed from her fruit (J). 
The buildings indeed of the Temple Ne- 
hemiah does not appear to have found in a 
state of decay. But the worship of the 
Lord in His sanctuary was so neglected, and 
the diligence and the earnestness of Nehemiah 
in re-establishing it were uniformly so faiths 
^ul, that in reviewing his past life, he felt 
himself authorised humbly to plead his good 
deeds which he had done for the House of 
his God, and for the offices thereof {i)k 
Some of these good deeds we Jbive already 
had occasion to notice; and others, were it 
not that the present head of this discourse 
would be too far extended^ might he pro- 
duced. His general solicitude respecting all 
the concerns of religion has also been ra* 
peatedly shewn ; and will disclose itself by 
many additional instances tp all who atten- 
tively read his history. The dedication of 
ijfie walls of Jerusalem became, under his 

(/} Haggai, i. 6«— io« {i^) l^ehem. zili. 14. 

u a direction 
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direction and superintendence, a most so- 
lemn and impressive act of devotion (/)• 
And it was accompanied with measures spe- 
cifically designed to ensure the continuance 
and the regular celebration of the public wor- . 
ship of God {m). 

I Examine yourselves, whether there has 
been evinced, according to your stations, a 
resemblance in your own actions to that part 
of Nehemiali's conduct which has been de- 
scribed. Has it been your determination and 
your practice to promote, beyond every other 
object, the kingdom of God and His righ- 
teousness ? When busied in your private oc- 
ciij^ations, when acting in any public capa-* 
city for your country -, have you felt it your 
first concern to serve your Maker who is in 
lieavcn, to advance at home and abroad His 
glory amongroen ? Have you kept earthly 
projects and temporal interests subordinate, 
duly subordinate, to the interests of etemity ? 
While you hav# been eager to render your 
residence completely commodious, perhaps 
Bhewy and magnificent 3 have you coldly sur- 
veyed the Houses of God in your land, per- 
haps the very House of God in ' which you 
present yourself before Him, mouldering in 
dilapidation, or squalid through penurious 

(/} Nehexn. xu. ?7t*3* M NWicra. xij. 44— ff7» 
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neglect ? Have you stretched out a liberal 
hand to sustain the hallowed edifices, and to 
grace them with decent ornament ? Have 
you exerted yourself to procure the enlarge- 
ment of their dimensions, and the increase 
of their number, in plroportion to the aug- 
mented population of the district 5 and thus 
to lessen the growing and too just reproach, 
that in many of our cities, and even in the 
crowded parts of the coimtry, our ecclesias- 
tical establishment no longer furnishes ade- 
q^uate space within its consecrated walls, that 
the gospel may be preached to the poor {n) ? 
And have your liberality and your exertions 
flowed not from a spirit of formality, not 
from policy, not from ostentation, but from 
the power of godliness upon your mind; 
from an earnest desire to prove jour reve- 
rence for your Almighty Father, and. your 
love^gf .your countrymen for His.*akc,by 
uphpldiiig His sacred institutions I Happy 
are th^y who^ when they see jpien posi|K>ning 
the generaUsQQcerns of religion to tUE^r^ 
$uit of riches, or td the demands of^present 
convenience, artf able truly to say ; J5«t ^ 'did 
not /, because of the fear of God J ^ ; '.*. . 

Vn. Not only the patriajic feding^j but 

the patriotic wisdom of Nehemiah, was ma-* 

X 

(a) See Ngte (A) at the enl of the volume. 
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hifested in the motive, which we are war^ 
tanted, by his avowal of it on a signal occa- 
sion, to regard as habitually guiding him in 
the selection of men to be placed in stationt 
of political authority. / gave Hananiab^ 
tuler &/ the palace^ charge over Jerusalem ; for 
he was a faithful man^ and feared God above 
many {o). 

Nehemiah was convinced that consistency 
in right actions must be deduced from sted- 
fastness in right principles : that he who 
slights the highest obligation, will not be 
deserving of confidence as to the discharge 
<)f an inferior duty : that no man can be 
faithful in obedience to the seccxid of the 
great commandments, who lives not under 
the habitual guidance of the first. " What 
" must be the man, in whom I may repose 
•* the government of Jerusalem with intire 
*• persuasion that my countrymen 's^ thus 
^^ enjoy the blessings of a faithful admim- 
*' stration of their affairs? He must be a 
^ m& cminttit for the fear of God." Such, 
was the language of Ndiemiah. Would it 
have bce|jf yours ? Under corresponding cir- 
cumstances^ has your language^ has the lan^ 
guage of your heart, been similar ? Accord- 
ing to what prKiciple have you exercised the 



(i) Ndiem* viir su 
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jportion of political influence, with which the 
free constitution of your country has ei>t 
trusted you? You possess a voi<[e, it soay be, 
in the appointment of die representatives of 
the nation. In appreciating the qualificar* 
tions of those on whose behalf it has been 
solicited, has the fear of God been a leading 
object in your thoughts ? Has a clear sup^ 
riority in genuine religion turned the waveTf- 
ing scale? Or have you preferred a selfish 
man, or an ambitious man, or a profligate, 
because he was your connection, pr yotir 
neighbour, to a competitor, who, with all 
other adeqiiate attainments, j^^r^^ God ahow 
many ? Perhaps your rank in life givps yott 
weight in the nomination to various offices 
of publk trust. Perhaps, like Nehemiah, 
you may yourself hold a station of predomi- 
nating authority ; and be, in consequence^ 
entitled to the disposal of posts of dignity 
^nd power* Have you supported^ have you 
singled out men who, in conjuncdofi with 
tiecessary talents and acquisitions, were dbflf-, 
racterised by the fear of the Most High^ 
If you have knowingly assigned the prefe- 
rence to other men, you have not^elected 
the persons likely to he faithful. You have 
shewn yourself personally deficient in the 
fear of God 5 and ignorant or. regardless ^ 
pne of the main branches x>f patriotism. 

u 4 VHL There 
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'■ VIII. There is yet another particular in 
Nehemiah's character which we must not 
overlook. He did not act in his own 
strength, nor take the glory of his patriotic 
deeds to himself. The useful designs which 
a man forms he is commonly disposed to 
attribute to his -own goodness ; and the suc- 
cess of those designs to his own wisdom and 
•power. So did not Nehemiah. When he . 
speaks of his purpose of rebuilding the Holy 
City, he terms his intention, that which my 
God hath put in my heart to do at Jerusalem {p). 
-When he exhorted the rulers of the Jews to 
join in the undertaking ; / told thcm^ of the 
band of my Gody which was good upon me [q). 
:When he assembled the nobles and die 
people to settle them in the city according 
-to their genealogies, his language is; .My 
God put it inh mine heart (r). In every 
emergency wehavcLseen him directipg his 
prayers to God for guidance and support. 
It ought, both to be admitted, and unequi- 
• Totally to be stated, that some fevy^ of his 
^.oipressions, if taken by themselves, might be 
niisundeiistood J and might seem to favour a 
. hasty, fijipppsitioft that he indulged a degree 
of prioc In .the recollection of his labours, 
.-?md' looked upon himself not merely as a 

^ '' ktS NebctH* iiV 12. (7) Nehem. il. 18.* 

(r) Nehem. vii» j. 
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l)enefactor to his countrymen, but as not 
wholly without a title to reward as of debt 
from above, on the ground of positive merit 
before God. Thus, after mentioning some 
of his right proceedings, he, on one occa- 
sion, says 3 Think upon me^ my God^ for good^ 
according to all that I have done for this 
people (i). On another : Remember me^ O 
my God^ for good (/ ) . On another : Remember 
me^ O nty Gody concerning this ; and wipe ?iot 
out my good deeds that 1 have dojie for the House 
of my God^ and for the offices thereof {u). If, 
however, after the survey which we have 
.taken of his character: after all the testi* 
monies which have been produced of hk 
-constant, humble, and exclusive dependence 
on God, both for the will and for the power 
to do things pleasing in His sight, we can 
imagine that these petitions were uttered in a 
self-righteous spirit : let us attend to another 
petition offered up by him after the mentiozii 
of his exertions for enforcing the sacred ob- 
•Servance of tl>e Sabbath ;" a petition which 
sufficiently explains his meaning in all the 
rest : » Remember me^ O my G<^d; co?jc€rning thif 
also: and spare -me according to the greatness qf 
thy mercy {w). Here we find the true ser- 

(/) Nehem.- V. V'tg. ». . (/) N«hem. xiii. 3ii-- * 

(») Ncisuj. xin .14* (w) Nchera. xlii. %z. 

vant 
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Vant of the Most High leaving no place for 
self-righteousness, no pretence for a claim of 
merit before God. We find him, while he 
pleads his faithful endeavours to glorify his 
Heavenly Master, and to promote the wel- 
fare of his beloved countiy, in humble as- 
surance of the reward which free grace had 
promised to bestow, confessing diat they 
could not stand the searching purity of the 
divine law; and that it is only on the 
infinite mercy of his God that he rests his. 
hopes of being spared and accepted. 

Have you, who now hear me, the conso- 
lation of having been purified, like Nehc*^ 
miah, from self-righteousness ? If you have 
done good deeds for your native land ; Jiavc 
you imagined that you have performed them 
by strength of your own ? In discharging its 
trasts, in fighting its battles, in executing or 
in framing its laws, have you, like Nehe- 
miah, in all things by prayer and supplication 
^ith thanksgiving made your requests known 
unto God {x) J and constantly sought strength 
from Him; and given the glory to Himj 
(jmd ascribed all that has been- praiseworthy 
in your purposes, and in your conduct, /* 
the good band of your God upon you^ to the 
energetic grace of that Holy. Spirit which 

(k) ^hxlipp. iV» 6. 
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worketh in every man both to wiU and to do f 
If through Christy who strengtheneth you by his 
Spirit, you can do all things (y) to which you 
are called in your country's service ; without 
Him you can do nothing, jfis^ the brands 
Mfinot bear fruit of itself except it abide im 
the ^iney no more than ye, except ye abide in ' 
£fef/» (jk). Consider, farthei*, what you have 
thought of the nature of your patriotic ac- 
tions ? Have you conceived that the most 
Eminent of them were perfect ? JHave you 
conceived that any one of them has come up 
in the motive, in the execution, in every pre- 
ceding, accompanying, and conseqc^t cir-* 
cumstance^ to the measure of your duty^ ac- 
cording to the standard of the perfect law of 
yoTir God ? Have you imagined that any one 
of them taken singly, or that all of them 
added together, could claim reward from God 
as of debt due from Him to positive merit ? 
How remote then has been your spirit and 
your judgement from the spirit and the judges 
ment of Nehemiah ! How different yoiir 
Bpirit and your judgement from the pattera 
set before you in the Scriptures I If through 
the grace of God you have been instructed 
to think of your own actions no more highly 
than you jought, hut to think soberly concero- 

(jf) Philip, iv. i3# (iRJ John, X7. 4^ 5. 
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ing them {a) ; you will place. ibd confidence 
in any of them. You will ^perceive all of 
them to be defective, stained with an admix- 
ture of sinfulness. You will pray that they 
may be accepted through the atoning merits 
of Christ; and that you may be spared ac^ 
cording to the greatness of His mercy. 

In terminating the examination- of the 
public character of this righteous 'man, let 
me warn you by a caution which the text 
furnishes, not to deceive- yourselves when 
you call your exertions for your countrymen 
to remembrance. Separate not your actions 
from jour motives. The deeds of Nehe- 
raiah, however right in themselves, would 
not have been acceptable to God, if they 
had not been performed because of the fear of 
God. That motive sanctified them, exalted 
them into acts of service to God, proofs of 
love to Him, evidences of a desire to live 
unto Him. If they had not been acts of 
service to Him, proofs of love to Him, evi- 
dences of a desire to live to Him; why 
should it have been hoped that He would 
accept them ? They would not have been 
performed from the motive which He re- 
quires, in the spirit which He approves, for 
the purpose which He commands. How 

(«} Rom. XH. 3. 

then 



by the Character of Nehemiah. 301 

then could they have been pleasing to Him? 
I£'.you have distinguished yourself by actions 
which in themselves were right, but not per- 
formed because of the fear of God ; you can- 
not reasonably hope that the deeds were 
accepted by Him. Bring your ruling mo- 
tive to the proof. You have shewn your- 
self an obedient subject. You have labour- 
ed usefully as a magistrate; or you have 
been a champion of the religious institu- 
tions of your country j or you have asserted 
her liberties ; or you have borne an active 
|)art in her councils ; or you have triumphed 
in her armies j or you have led her navies to 
.victory. Yet your ruling motive may have 
been, interest, ambition, fame. The selfish 
, man, and the aspiring man, and tlie man 
who thirsts for hurpan applause, are not 
seldom employed as instruments o£ signal 
benefit to their country, by Him who 
worketh His own purposes according to 
His will, and causeth the evil passions of 
mcsi to advance His plans of universal good. 
Such men too He not seldom indulges, 
rather let us say such men He chastises, by 
permitting them to attain their personal ^ 
object. They advance their private in- 
terest; they extend their reputation; they 
jjr?ttify th^ir ambition j they win the attach- 

ment 
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ment of their country; they obtain the 
praises of their sovereign j they raise thcni- 
selves to affliience and dignity. Biit where 
has been the service of God ? Ferily they have 
m rewardjrom their Father who is in heaven. 
Their deeds were not done for His sake. 
Had the ruling motive been the fear of God^ 
every act of service to their country would 
have become a work of religious obedience to 
Him ; a christian deed, a deed of real pa«>* 
triotism* The true patriot is he who is the 
servant of Christ. 

Toi tile warning let there be added the 
encouragement, which the history of Nehe- , 
miah conveys. How numerous, how va* 
riouSy how great, were his difficulties ! Re- 
moved from the presence of Artaxerxes to 
the extremity of the empire ; exposed to all 
the neglects, and crosses, and disappoint- 
ments, which changes in the court of Persia 
might produce ; surrounded at Jemsalem by 
timid sssistants, false friends, active, power- 
ful, and inveterate enemies ; opposed within 
^nd without, in every part and period of his 
Tandertakmg ;' Jiow could he hope to accom- 
plish it ? He hoped to accomplish it, because 
he acted in the fear of God, and therefore 
was ciuthorised to trust in God. His diffi- 
f ultics met him in the path of duty y thercr 

8 fore 
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fere he had confidence that the arm of the 
Lord would sustain him under them, and 
conduct him through them. His hopes were 
not vain, . The arm of the Lord was with 
him, and delivered him, and upheld hira« 
He saw the fruit of his labours, the restora- 
tion of the city of Jerusaleifl, the establish- 
ment of his countrymen in tranquillity, in 
security, on the ancient mountains of Israel. 
Are you labouring in your country's cause, 
and entangled in difiiculties ? Continue in 
the path of duty ; act in the fear of God ; 
and be not dismayed. Your God shall fight 
for you. His hand shall be upon you for 
good, yesus Christy the same yesterday^ andto-^ 
day ^ and for ever {b^ 'y the same in truth, in 
mercy, and in power, shall be your support. 
The patriotism which He inspires He will . 
prosper: will prosper, you may humbly 
hope, to your country, will assuredly prosper 
to yourself. Ten righteous inhabitants had 
once preserved a city mature for destruc- 
tion. Be a christian patriot ; and you may 
hereafter know that you were one of a reli- 
gious band, for whose sake your country was 
spared. Be a christian patriot ; and though 
the world should be more and more shat- 
tered by convulsions ; though it should be 

{h) Kcbr. xili. 8. 

the. 
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the will of God that your beloved country 
should fall ; though you should not be taken 
away beforehand from the evil to come {c) : you 
shall enter into peace \ you shall be found o£ 
the Lord in peace at the Great Day. 
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SERMON XVL 

On QjjiET Diligence in our propjek 

Concerns. 



I Thess. iv. II, 
Studjf to be quiet ^ and to do your own business ^ 

nn O sinful creatures idleness is a condni^ 
snare. The man wh6 is unemployed is 
ftrepared for wickedness. Temptations find 
him at leisure to listen to their voice, ready 
to gaze upon their speciousness, prompt to 
start forward at their signal. Not being oc- 
cupied in working for his heavenly Master, 
he is easily drawn into the service of the 
Devil. It is therefore among the instances 
of the provident mercy of God, that He has 
appointed to every one oiF us an active sta- 
tion in His household : that to every one of 
us He says day by day ; S^n^ go^ work to-day 
in My vineyard {a) : that after having en- 
trusted each of us with talents capable of 

X being 
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being administered to his glory, He has 
added this charge. Occupy^ till I come {b). 

Study tpbejfuiety and to doypurrmn business. 
By this injunction the Apostle calls our atten- 
tion ta the command of God, that we should 
be not slothful in business^ that we should be 
diligent in the discharge of the occupations 
resting upon us ; and at the same time brings 
before us a circumstance which, on many 
occasions, betrays men into neglect of their 
proper business, and on many becomes the 
more prevalent in consequence of that ne- 
glect ; namely, the very culpable practice of 
busying ourselves in the concerns of others. 
These two connected branches of duty, dili- 
gence in our proper concerns, and forbear-^ 
ance from intermeddling in affairs which do 
not belong to us, will necessarily be consi- 
dered together while we examine the instruc* 
tion conveyed in the t6xt. 

I. In the first place, what does the direc- 
tion, here delivered to us from the Holy 
Ghost by the mouth of St. Paul, require ? 
One thing which it requires is, that we be 
quiet. In the language x>i Scripture, quiet- 
ness describes one of the most attractive cr- 
namints(c) of the Christian character: a 

ip) Luke, xix. 13. {c) i Pet* iii. i^. 

- ' temper 
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temper of mind meek, gentle, humble, in the 
light of God of great price ; a temper the op- 
posite to a restless spirit of curiosity, to a 
bustling love of interference, to a propensity 
to thrust ourselves forward through vanity 
or pride into the transactions of our ac- 
ijuaintance, to a habit of commentiffg and 
sitting in judgement on the proceedings of 
the neighbourhood. Is it without reason 
that we are admonished against these sins ? 
Recollect how abundantly they prevail. An 
inquisitive desire of prying into secrets^ a 
wish to raise ourselves into consequence by 
becoming masters of the afEairs of others, a 
presumptuous eagerness to display bur capa- 
city for management, our address, our dis- 
cernment; these and other unchristian in- 
clinations are continually tempting us into 
transgression of the Divine command, to be 
quiet. Of some persons it is not too much 
to affirm, that a very large proportion of 
^their time is occupied in transgressing that 
command. To the transgression of it they 
owe the ordinary subjects of their conversa- 
tion, and devote much of their activity* 
Prom the transgression of it they seek enter- 
tainment to themselves, and the power of 

furnishing entertainment in society. And 

X z there 
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ft. 

there is not one of us who is not in some 
measure guilty of the offence. 

Another duty, to the performance of 
which tne Apostle calls us is, to do our mm 
hisinesu Numbers neglect their owti con« 
cerns through idleness. They pass their 
years hi sloth. They slumber and dream 
through life. The clay is to them scarcely 
more a season of working than the night* 
They will not rouse their faculties, either of 
the tody or of the mind, to exertion. They 
are soldiers who sleep on their post, servants 
who hide their talent in a napkin* Others, 
who are by no means of a lazy disposition, 
are often very inattentive to their proper 
business. They employ themselves in pur- 
suits which have no relation to it; or, at 
least, which possess only a very slight con- 
nection with it. In these pursuits they will 
be very eager and industrious. But they arc 
toiling in the chace of an object, which to 
them is unattainable or useless. Theii- eager- 
ness exhausts itself in working a mine, the 
ore of which is in their hands unproductive. 
Their industry is wasted in cultivating a 
iicld, from which they are not designed to 
reap a harvest. Others apprehend that a 
much smaller share of attention than is 

essential 



eur proper Gonc&ns. 309 

essential to the due manageitient of thdir 
concerns will be sufficient. Th? degree of 
attention which they suppose to be needful 
they mean to give, and perhaps do giv^. 
But as it is not ample enough to answer the^ 
purpose, they are not found in the event to 
do their own business. It often happens 
too, that^ because they do not seriously turn 
thdr minds to die subject, they are littlef 
aware of the number or the extent of the 
duties which tfieir station in life, or their 

* 

domestic condition, or the tenor of passing 
events, imposes upon them. The o|>liga- 
tions which they imperfectly disccnj, of 
course they imperfectly discharge. Others, 
•gsdn, acknowledge the obligation of atten- 
tive regard to their own concerns, and pro-' 
pose to conduct themselves consistently with' 
their conviction upon the subject. They 
intend, but they do not perform. The cir- 
cumstance which undermines their right re- 
solutions, and prevents the execution of 
Aon, is procrastination. An irksome em-? 
ployment is deferred. " It will be soon 
^* enough to-morrow." To-morrow arrivei^ 
with its own plea for indulgence, with its 
own excuse from trouble. Another sue- 
ceeds, and another, with a similar plea, with* 
9 similar excuse, The case at length be-f 
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comes very urgent. Something must b9 
done. The man partly rouses him»eU; 
Something is done: but much is left, im« 
done. Even that which is done is c^ted 
done imperfectly. Needful documents ace 
lost« Particulars have faded from the m*^ 
mpry. The eligible season of perfQrm*n?ft 
has passed by. The mass of arrears is .^i tho 
mean time swelled by new accumulations, 
Procrastination begins its circle again. 
Another class of men, recognising the duty^ 
devolves the discharge of it upo!n subordinate 
instrumejitality. They consign every thing 
to assistants, and deputies, ai>d agents, II 
their business be done, it is not in any roa* - 
son^ble n^easurc done by themselves, by m43ayQ% 
of superintending prudence and co-opefat^ 
exertion on their own part. It is done, of \st 
not done, as the persons whom they happqpi 
to have selected for the charge of jit prove toi 
be competent or incompetent, faithful qs 
unfaith^. And is it generally to be €9(^ 
pected that a concern of our own, which we 
neglect, others,, less interested in it, wilJ: 
administer with uniform and active care?- 
Other (Ascriptions of persons, who gregtly 
foil as to the duty which we are now con- 
^ideringy might b& splecified. But if yo^ 
rje|lect oa th§ collective amount of thf indi^ 

vidual* 
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Viduals belorigihg' ' to tK^' vaftotfs'^ classed 
which have beteh noticed ; you Will ^trtJ61ve 
the imfKntahce df' the' apostle's 'fexhort&tibri,* 
to do yetir owri^^bu^ftess. Look back oit 
ysbur bwtrt tondufct,-aiid yoii wiff fiseerh that 
the exhortation, if at j^resent^it bcJ n6t ab-^ 
Sdliltely needful to yoil, might, ' ih tti^fty 
instances^ have been addressed to you with 
teasoji^^3i*4 with advantage. 
' F«rth^ : the text fequii-es you to obser^re 
the cotariection which the two duties of 
6¥iH^ qukt and of doing your ikon business have 
with' ^dach other ; and the importance of 
uniting • together the performance of both. 
They who are not quiet ^ in other words, they 
w^o are curious, bustling, meddling, criti- 
ci^ng* are naturally impelled by these very 
drcuinstances in their characters to be ndg- 
ligent in their own concerns. And it is' 
^ually to be apprehended, and equally evi- 
dent from experience, that they, who do 
iic!^ occupy themselves hi the proper duties 
df fhtir situations and callings, will be gene- 
rally ensnared by the absence of right employ- 
ment into a prying interference with the 
conduct and affairs of other people. Would 
yc«l be preserved from either of the iins ? 
Gtiard against the- other also. Would 
you be faithful in either of the duties ? fie 
attentive to both. It is not merely in the 

X 4 verse 
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verse on which we are meditating; that th^ 
apostle enforces in conjunction the duties of 
quietness [ and diligence in our occupations, 
$nd establishes the connecticHi between theoi. 
Listen to him in his subsequent ^istk i^ 
the Thessaionians : We bear that there ar^sme 
which likfik among you disorderly^ working not 
at all^ but are busy-bodies. Now them tf)at ^re 
such we command and exhort by ofdr Lord; yesusi 
Christy that with quietness they wofk^ ^v4 ^^ 
their ovn dre^uLid)^ bre^d earned by their own 
industry^ Observe that these persons who. 
dp not work are aJsQ busy-bodiesj and tha|: thi9 
comipand and the exhortation to quietnes:s&re 
accompanied with ^ command and an exhpr?* 
tation to labour. Observe also, in consuk?) 
ing the words of Scripture which precede, 
and those which follow, the passage recently 
quoted, the anxious earnestness of the apostle 
pn the points before us. How is the passage 
introduced ? By a reference to . a strict in- 
junction, which Saint Paul had personally, 
delivered when he was at Thessalonica : En^en 
when we were with yoUy this we commanded 
yoUy that if any would not work^ neither should 
bk eat. What injunction does he now sub- 
join to the passage ? Brethren^ be not wea^y 
in well^ing. And if any man obey not otfr 
word by this epistle ; note that many and hafve 

(d) iTheis.iH* ii, 12. 

no 



eur proper Concerns. jjj 

fio company nvith bimy that be may be asbafked^ 
Again also, in an epistle to Timothy, Saint 
Paul illustrates by an additional example the 
habitual union between neglect of quietncssi 
and disregard of our business : I'hey learn to ba 
idky wandering about from house to bouse.*, and 
not only idle^ but tattlers also and busy-bodies^ 
speaking things which they ought not {e). 

Reflect farther, that the apostle calls upon 
you, to study to be quiet and to do yotir own 
business. He knew the reluctance to be over-* 
come in the hearts of men before they will be 
induced to exert themselves in earnest to please 
Cxod by keeping His commandments. He knew 
the powerful temptations which arise to draw 
men from each of the duties enjoined in the 
text J and that temptations to disregard 
either of the duties prepare, if successful^' 
the way for the disregard of the other. Study ^ 
therefore, saith he, tq obey these sacred, di-^ 
rectiong. Strive, said our Lord, to enter in 
at the strait gate : for verily I say unto you, 
many %hall seek to enter in and shall not bo 
able. Strive also, we may consider his aposr 
tie as saying to us, strive to be quiet } strive 
to do your own business. Without watchfiil- 
r^ess and solicitude and exertion to be found 
faithful in obeying these commands^ you. 

{e) I Tim. T. 13. 
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wili: assuredly prove guilty of transgressing 
tfaem« Does quietness demand the sacrifice 
of vanity, of pride, of '/curiosity, of sensb- 
nousness, of personal gratification, of the 
means of gratifying your^associates ? Does at- 
tention to your own business exact the surren- 
der of ease, of amusement, of inclination ? ^re 
the busy-body and the negligent ever at hand 
to entice you by example ? And do you hope 
that without studying to Walk^ in the- pith of 
duty, you shall not swerve firoin it ? 

IL In common with the directions de»- 
livered in other passages of Scripture, the 
doctrines of the text are frequently mis- 
understood or perverted. Two examples of 
the manner in which they are misapplied re- 
quire ta be noticed. 

.'ThSere dre mahy pearsops who, from a 
principle of selfishness, fix their attention 
entirely on their own concerns. They live, 
so far as: it is possible, as though there were 
no people in the world besides themselves 
and' their families 2 no people^ at least, for 
whom they are obliged to cherish a friend- 
ly solicitude 5 no persons for whose sakes 
they aare bound to step forward in order to 
fiirnish assistance or advice, and to exercised 
offices of active kindness. They profess, ac- 
cording 
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cording to their own language, to keep thcin- 
selves to themselves: to mind their^ own 
affairs, and to leave every other perspn to 
mind his own and to manage them as Ik^ 
thinks fit. And when an occasion arises 
which calls upon them to justify this sul-^ 
kn and unchristian spirit ; they will inform 
yod that the Scriptures teach them to be 
quiety and to do their own business. Any 
passage in tfie word of God which forhids us 
to indulge a curious, busy, and conceited 
temper, by an unwarrantable interference in 
the affairs of another, they interpret or 
apply as though it fof bade us to benefit our 
neighbour by our counsel and help when 
desirable to Iiim, when necessary to. hii»» 
when ^bscdutely due to him ; when to with- 
hold them would, be to transgress the great 
commanchnent of loving him as ^ ourselves. 
In opposition to such selfishness, kf contra*, 
diction to such an afeus? o(f , S^ripturc^ how 
speaks St. Paul himself ? Look not ev/ery ffUM 
on bis own things i iuf every man also on the 
things of others. Consult; your neighbour's 
interest at ^1- times as wdV 99 your qwA* 
Be ready, be ^tive* to contrilnrte in evei^ bdr 
coming way &>his,^elfere and to: his comforts 
jBe prompt, aqcording to tib^ law. of {rhris^; 
^tian good will,, to. give \ip, time, ito take 

4xouble, 
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trouble, to 'resign advantages, for his sake.* 
Act towards him in points of kindness no 
less than of justice as you would wish him to 
act towirds you. Consider him as a brother. 
Labour for him ; and, if need be, suffer for 
him. Let this mind be in you^ which was also 
in Christ Jesus (/). Regard your neigbour 
as a brother of your Lord. 

Again ; we find many persons wrapped up 
in worldly mindedness,and living as if there 
were nothing desirable in the life to come ; nay 
rather, as if there were no life to come. Their 
thoughts are occupied in plans for gaining 
money, or for obtaining some other worldly 
otgect : and their exertions arfe devoted to the 
accomplishtnent of these plans. They are of 
the earth, earthy : and they concern them- 
9elve$ little as to the favour of the Lord from 
heav^. The study of th6 Scriptures is 
disregarded. The mere attendance on the 
public worship of God requires more titne 
than they are willing to bestow. Private 
prayer itself is perhaps altogether laid aside, 
OT very irregularly and hastily performed. 
If you press such persons with the importance 
of religion ; they will answer, that they are 
as reli^ous as it is in their power to be 5 
that they have affeirs to manage, apd femiT 

; " 1^ Phifipp. ii. ♦, 5, 
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lies to support: that their rule is, t<>v;be 
quiet, and to do their own. business : and they 
will often give you to understand, by words 
or by looks, that they wish that you would 
occupy yourself in your own business, and 
permit them to be quiet in theirs. The 
.God of this world has blinded them. ' How 
speaks the Scripture ? Seek ye first the king-- 
dom of Gody ofid His righteousness. What shall 
it profit a man^ if he gain the whole worlds and 
lose bis own soul ? Or what shall a man give in 
exchange for bis soul? Be not deceived. . ,Te 
cannot serve God and Mammon. . Where your 
treasure is^ there will your heart be also. If the 
treasure which you are chiefly employed in 
pursuing, be it what it may, is a treasure on 
earth ; your heart is fixed on the earth. Your 
affections are not set on things abpve, but on 
things of the earth. You are of the world : 
you love the world. And they that love the 
world shall perish with the world. 

III. Let me place before you some of the 
^ppy consequences, which may be -antici- 
pated from a faithful observance of the com- 
mand, Study to he quiet ^ and to do your own 
business. 

In the first place, you will possess that in- 
ward satisfaction, which accompanies the 

perform- 
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performance of duty. Obedience to the will 
of God in any point is a step towards tran- 
quillity of conscience. And if that obe- 
dience be sincere, that is to say, if it be at- 
tended with a real desire and with watchful 
endeavours to obey all His commandments ; 
it will in general be followed by immediate 
tranquillity of conscience. It will lead to 
larger measures of comfort and joy in the 
Holy Ghost ; of that peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding. 

In the nert place, your own concerns, 
both spiritual and temporal, will prosper the 
better. Your attention not being drawn 
aade^and distracted by circumstances which 
concern you not ; you will feel yourself able 
without difficulty to attach your mind to 
things of importance ; to labour for the sal- 
vation of your soul, and to conduct your 
worldly affairs with prudent coftsideration 
and active diligence. Opportunities, for^ 
merly wasted, and worse than wasted, in exa- 
mining and censuring and making public the 
proceedings of your acquaintances and neigh- 
^urs, are now likely to be employed, some-^ 
times in lawful industry, sometimes in 
mental acquisitions, sometimes in the mbre 
direct cultivation of the fruits of faith, the 
graces of the christian character. Your 

^ common 
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common habits of life will be improved. 
Instead of being a tattler and a busy-body, 
wandering from house to house^and speaking 
those things which you ought not to speak ; 
you will become a keeper at home {g). You. 
will perceive that a habit of rambling 
excludes regular employment, /unsettles the 
mind, interrupts plans of usefulness, leads 
into temptation. You will acquire an in- 
creasing relish for the calm delights of do- 
mestic life. You will feel that home is the 
sphere of comfort and of duty. 

Again, you will be preserved from causihg 
,the injury to society which is commonly oc- 
casioned by those persons, who pry and in- 
trude into the affairs of other men. A med- 
dling adviser may mean well : but he is a 
mischievous neighbour. His advice being in 
a large majority of cases either ill-timed, or 
grounded upon an imperfecJt knowledge of 
circumstances, will most frequently be wrong. 
If in some instances his counsel has been 
followed with advantage, in more it will 
bave been detrimental. There are persbns 
who, while they admit the mischiefs pro- 
duced by the generality of busy advisers, 
seem to think themselves gifted with such ex-^ 
tr^ordinary discernment, so particularly qua- 

if) Tit. it. 5. 
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iified to direct others aright, as to 1)C entitled 
and even bound to step out of the common 
course and be forward with their remarks and 
admonitions continually. He who imagines 
Jiimself singularly qualified for the office of 
an adviser, is marked out by that display of 
presumption as a man whose judgement ought 
to be suspected. Be not wise in your own con* 
ceits. Seesi thou a man wise in bis own con*- 
ceit ? There is more hope of a fool than of him. 
Xjet no man deceive himself : if any among you 
seemeth to be wise in this worlds let him become 
afooly let him become deeply sensible of hiSs 
own want of wisdom, that he may be wise {h) 
in the wisdom which is of God. 

iFarther, you will have the prospect of 
passing through life with a less share of dis- 
turbance, dislike, and opposition, than other* 
wise you would experience, and with larger 
facilities of usefulness than you would others 
wise enjoy. It scarcely ever happens that a 
meddler is beloved or trusted. Observation of 
the mischiefs which he occasions, apprehen- 
sion of his curiosity and interference, and 
suspicion that his own affairs are probably 
neglected, and that he is in consequence a 
person with whom it may be dangerous to 
have much connection, cause him to be dis-* 
liked and shunned. Quietness united with 

» . ■ 

(A) Rom. xii* i6. ProT. xxvi» 12. i Cor. iii. i8. 
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indiistry is in fact so attractive, that a cha- 
racter marked by those qualities frequently 
obtains higher approbation and warmer 
eftecm than it deserves: and sometimes 
\nthout any other commendable feature is re-^ 
gardcd, and regards itself, as religious* But 
though no person is religious, who does not 
make it his leading study to please God in 
all things through the Lord Jesus Christ; 
though no quality is acceptable in the sight 
of God, no quality is really good, except so 
far as it is cultivated from a desire to please 
God ; yet the very circumstance of the ge- 
neral and frequently too great praise be- 
stowed by the world on the quiet and indus- 
trious man, and bestowed without reference 
to his motives for quietness and industry^ 
shews him to be likely to pass through the 
world with much less molestation than men 
of a different turn of mind. He does not of- 
ficiously force himself into the affairs of 
others: therefore he escapes their notice, or 
at least-is not obnoxious to them. He does 
not wilfully (land in their way ; therefore 
they trouble him not. He is inured to ac- 
tive employment : therefore he is deemed 
estimable as capable of befriending them* 
He conducts his private business with atten- 
tion : therefore he is respected as entitled to 

y coxifi- 
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coiifiieiice. The union of die two qualities 
effaces or mitigates any unfavourable im* 
pression, whi(;h ^ther of them sisugly might 
produce. The jealousies whkh industry 
mi^ht excite are conciliated by quietness : tiie 
inactivity of which quietness might be ap-^ 
cused is disproved by industry. When these 
qualities, combined together, arc manifestly 
founded on Christian principle j they co-ope- 
rate with reciprocally augmented dfficacy to 
oilom the doctrine of God our Saviour^ and to 
win to religion some portion of esteem cveii 
from iirdigious men. if you are quiet and 
industrious from Christian motives ; you may 
humbly hope that the natural tendehcy of 
such conduct to obtain for you a peaceable 
passage through your earthly pilgrimage wili 
be accompanied with the blessing of God^ 
and rendered effectual. You may humbly 
hope to be honoured with many opportuni- 
ties of being instrumental to the vsrelfare of 
men, and of advancing the glory of your 
Redeemer. 

Lastly ; if you stedfastly strive to obey th^ 
command recorded in the text, you will be the 
less solicitous as to the opinions and obser- 
vations of others concerning yourself and 
your proceedings. Those persons who are 
the most forward to remark on the actions 

of 
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4^ their nc^hbours are, genccally, llis woat 
^re to the sentiments and speeches of d)]^ 
JKagfaibourliood concerning themsekos. An4 
it may he considered as a trutib e$tabHsi]ied hy 
icxparieoce, that, persons who in common 
<KXiiirrences arc veryanxic^s as to the judge^ 
ment which the world may pronounce on 
idiek conduct, will he found in heairt devoted, 
in practice confonmed, to the woriki If you 
|)erGeive decisive indications di this anxious-* 
joess in the language and de^ortmen^t of a par-- 
ticuJar individual : be prepared to expect in 
that individual, sometimes instances of de- 
|)arture from Christian moderation; sonQ^ 
times compliance with ensnaring customs; 
sometioiies an eager desire to imitate foolish, 
<extravagant, or otherwise objectionable pro^ 
cecdings in the domestic habits of families 
in the vicinity. See that you be not that in- 
idividual. In proportion as attention to be 
-<^et and to do your own business contri- 
JMites to guard you against this anxious appre- 
ihcnsion, this sudden and lively feeling, of 
the animadversions and the snears of the 
^ worldly-minded \ it guards you against con- 
forniity to the world, against becoming ear 
slaved to a worldly spirit. 

In our endeavours, my brethren, conscien- 
tiously to discharge, in dependence On the 

Y 2 divine 
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divine grace, the obligations which have now 
been investigated ; let us look to our univer- 
sal pattern, the Lord Jesus Christ. Though 
the office which he came as man to execute 
was of the most public nature; though it 
constrained him to move continually from 
village to village, firom city to city ; though 
in towns it enveloped him in overwhelming 
crowds, and even in deserts surrounded him 
with multitudes: how eminently was he 
distinguished by quietness in every branch of 
his duty ! JGfe did mt cry^ nor strive^ nor cause 
his V€ict t0 be heard in the street (/ ) . How emi- 
nent also was his diligence in his proper 
work ! He v:ent about doing goody and healing 
sO tkit %cere oppressed of the Devil. He was 
cwistantly about His Fathers business. It was 
its meat to do the "u^ill of His Father that sent 
Him^ and tofnish His Father's work (J). In 
all things He has given us an example ^ that we 
shftld ih ifs He has done {k) Would we fol- 
low his commandments ? Let us walk in his 
ftcps. Would we reign with Him hereafter ? 
Let us be conformed to His image her^. 

Iiai:i. xlii. a. (j)Aas, X.38. Luke, 11.49. John, iv. 34. 
{t) Joho, xiiu I5» 
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On Partiality. 



Acts, vi. i. 

And in those Days, when the Number of the 
Disciples was multiplied^ their arose aMur-^ 
muring of the Grecians against the Hebrews^ 
because their Widows were neglected in the 
daily Ministration. 

jj NEW commandment I give unto you^ said 
"^^ our Lord to the apostles on the evening 
before His death, that ye love one another : as 
I have loved you^ that ye also love one another. 
By this shhll all men hnow that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another [a). Obedience 
to this commandment became an immediate 
and a distinguishing mark of the early Chris- 
tians, Their fervent love for each other 
raised the astonishment and the admiration of 
the heathens among whom they dwelt : and 
contributed to win the hearts of. unbelievers 
to the religion of Christ. One way in which 
this love shewed itself was bountiful kind- 

(a) John, xiil. 34, 35. 
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ncss to the distressed. No sooner had the 
preaching of Peter on the day of Pentecost 
been the means of converting three thousand 
souls, than we learn that all that believed were 
together J and had all things common : and the 
richer among them sold their possessions and 
goods, and parted them to all men, as every 
man had need{b). Some time after \vards, 
when the number of Christians at Jerusalem 
was much enlarged, the multitude of them that 
Believed ^were of one heart, and of one soul: nei^ 
ther said any of them that aught of the things 
nvhich he possessed was his own-, but they had all 
things common. And great grace was upon 
them all. Neither was there any among tbem 
that lacked : for as many as were possessors of 
lands, or houses, sold them, and brought the 
prices of the things that were sold, and laid 
them down at the Apostle's feet -, and distribution 
was made unto every man according as he had 
needle). Wroiig practices, however, or 
wrong feelings, arising from that corrup- 
tion of human nature which, even when 
brought under subjection by divine grace, is 
always striving to recover his dominion over 
die heart, speedily began to take place 
with respect to the distribution of. this 
charitable fund. There arose a murmuring 
of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because 

{h) Acts, ii. 44i 4$. (^ J Acts, iv. 32—34- 
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tieir widows ^were neglected in the daily mi* 
nistration. These Grecians were Jews from 
foreign countries, who had come to Jeru- 
salem, and had there been converted to 
Christianity* The Hebrews were native 
Jew$ resident in Judeea, who had also 
embraced the Gospel. As the principal part 
of the fund from which daily support was 
furnished to the poor had probably been con* 
tributed by the Hebrews j it is also probablp 
that the management and disposal of it might 
be left principally in their hands. The Gre- 
cians either perceived, or imagined, that the 
widows belonging to their body were not 
relieved equally with the widows of the He- 
brews. They complained to the apostles j 
and requested them to remedy the evil. The 
apostles called together the whole j^ssembly 
of Christians. x\nd having publlckly de- 
clared in the first place, that it would be en- 
tirely unreasonable and fruitless to expect 
that they themselves, to whom Christ had 
committed the office of preaching the gos- 
pel, should leave their special functions of 
prayer and of the ministry of the word, in 
order to superintend the distribution of pro- 
visions : they desired the multitude to look 
out from among themselves seven men of 
honest report, and full of the Holy Ghost 

V 4 and 
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and of wisdom, who might be solemnly ap- 
pointed to have the charge of that business. 
This equitable and judicious proposal gave 
universal satisfaction. Seven men were im- 
mediately chosen, and set before the apostles ; 
who when they had recommended these Dea- 
cons, for so they were termed, to God by 
prayer, laid their hands upon them. From 
the names of the Deacons there is ground 
for concluding, that most of them were se- 
lected from among the Grecians. The evil 
was thus nipped in the bud. And there is 
no trace in the Scriptures of any future 
discontent having ever arisen on the sub- 
ject. \ 

There arc two prominent violations of 
Christian Morality, which this transaction 
may properly introduce to our consideration ; 
Partiality, and Suspicion. It is my purpose, 
under the permission of God, to investigate 
tliem in two successive discouilses. 

Partiality is. the sin, against the indul- 
gence of which we are now to seek in- 
struction. 

If the larger proportion of the charitable 
fund was contributed by the Hebrews ; par- 
tiality to persons of their own kindred or 
country would be likely to persuade them, 
that the Hebrew widows were entitled to 

receive 
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receive more than the Grecian widows. Yet 
it became them to reflect that they had been 
contributing not to a private collection for 
the benefit of their own friends, or for peo- 
ple belonging to the body of Hebrews in par- 
ticular : but to a' general fund, raised from 
love to Christ 3 and for the succour, in such 
proportions as need should require, of his 
distressed servants, yvhoever they might be. 
This reasoning we may well suppose that the 
Hebrews would immediatelv have advanced 
had the case been reversed; had the larger 
part of the sum been furnished by the 
Grecians, and the Grecian widows had on 
that account been preferred to the Hebrews* 
Why did they not reason thus, if they did 
not thus reason, as the case stood? Because 
they were under the influence of partiality. 
Partiality, be it remembered, is the giving of 
undue preferences. We are all liable, we 
are all disposed, to be partial. We are par- 
tial to ourselves, partial to -our families^ 
partial to our connections, partial to our 
friends. We deem ourselves, our families, 
our connections, our friends, entitled to at- 
tentions, to privileges, to favors, beyond 
others. We are offended if distinctions are 
not made for our own benefit ; if allowances 
ampler than those which are usually granted 

4 are 
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are not admitted on our behalf. Proceedings, 
which towards most individuals in our situa- 
tion we should have acknowledged as highly 
proper, and should ourselves have been among 
the foremost to adopt, we resent when held 
towards us. We fancy that we discern 
various reasons, which gave us a claim to 
different treatment : and ascribe it to stupi- 
dity, to prejudice, to illiberality, to enmity, 
that other persons did not discern them, or 
did not act upon them. Advantages obtain* 
cd by others we regard as better deserved by 
ourselves ; and we envy and dislike those who 
have acquired possession of them. The sanie 
prejudices, the same groundless constructions, 
thte same unreasonable expectations, we ex- 
tend to the case, of any other person towards 
whom we are partial. These are among the 
ordinary forms, under which partiality dis- 
plays itself. 

Hitherto our partiality to ourselves and to 
persons connected with us has been contem^ 
plated chiefly as it influences our judgment 
and our feelings respecting the conduct of 
others towards us. The same principle, how-» 
ever, is no less powerful in determining our 
own sentiments and proceedings towards 
other men. Are ye not partial? said 
St. James to the Christians of his day, when, 

on 
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on the entrance of a man of wealth and 
consequence into their assemblies for religious 
worship, they were officiously active to place 
him in a commodious seat : while to a poor 
man they would say, Stand tbqu there ; ^r, sit 
here under my footstool (J). Whence was it 
that they were thus partial? Because pride 
led them to value riches and power too 
highly : or because selfishness whispered, that 
by paying court to the rich and the powerful 
they might gain some advantage for them- 
selves. Let us beware, under the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, of being partial in 
our conduct, of having mens persons in ad^ 
miration because of advantage (e'), when our 
reputation or our interest seems to be con- 
cerned. If we have transactions with two 
different persons, one of whom inconsequence 
of the authority or the property which he 
possesses, or of some other external circum- 
stance, appears likely to be able, should he 
be jso disposed, to raise us in the estimation 
of the world, or to render • us an important 
service, while the other has not any such 
ability : we must be stedfastly and conscien- 
tiously upon our. guard, or we shall shew 
some unwarrantable preference to the for- 
pier. Even if the case be evidently such^ 

(^) Jamesi ii. i— 4* (/) Jude, 16., 
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that open preference is diie from us to the 
person who cannot reflect credit upon us, or 
befriend us : we shall commonly find our- 
selves barely willing in practice to deal to him 
equal justice, and positively unwilling to 
shew to<vards him as large a measure of 
kindness, as towards the man by whom we 
hope to profit in the article of estimation, 
or of emolument, or in any other real or 
supposed advantage. 

It is apparent then, that whether our par- 
tiality employ itself in judging of the proceed- 
ings of our neighbours towards us, or in in- 
fluencing our views and actions towards him, 
it numbers among its principal sources, 
selfishness and pride. 

It has also been madctvident, that affection 
and personal favor frequently cause us to be 
partial. We are not required to persuade 
ourselves that aff^ection and personal favor, if 
resting on some sufficient foundation, do not 
justify us when we shew a preference to one 
person over another in the discretionary ex- 
ercise of benevolence. But in, the very of- 
fice of conferring kindness they must be ha- 
bitually regulated imder 'the control of 
conscience, lest they should produce un- 
reasonable acts and degrees of prefer- 
' ence. And in no case will they justify 
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a failure in equity : nor in that measure of 
kindness which is at all times due to every 
man; norinthat measure to which in any given 
case the particular individual is entitled. 

Nearly similar to affection in its operation 
as a source of partiality is gratitude. In ordi- 
nary circumstances gratitude causes affection. 
Its operation, however, as to partiality is dis- 
tinct and independent. Suppose the case, and 
it is a possible case, that an obligation has 
been conferred by a character stained with such 
enormities, that no sentiment amounting to 
affection can be cherished towards him by the 
person who has received the benefit. Yet 
gratitude is felt, and ought to be manifested : 
and the manifestation. pf it may become par- 
tiality. A lively pifception of the favor 
originally bestowed, arid a solicitous endeavour 
to evince thankfulness, arid to fulfil, wheo 
Opportunities present themselves, the duty of 
retribution, may lead the mind to overlook 
the stronger claims, and to underrate the su- 
perior merits, of a third person, and practi- 
cally to deny %o him the advantage which in 
equity he is warr^ted to expect. Universally 
too, gratitude, like affection, is a magnify- 
ing and a multiplying principle. It ampli- 
fies the good qualities of the benefactor ; and 
frequently invests him with merits of such a 

nature. 
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nature, that the kindness conferred in no re- 
spect warrants the idea of his possessing them. 
Acting under such impressions how easily may 
gratitude become practical partiality agaiitst 
the benefactor s more worthy competitor ! 

In the case which has recently been speci*- 
.fied there is an additional cause which may of 
itself produce Partiality : namely, the fear of 
not being ImpartiaL Under that apprehaiv- 
sion pressing upon a tender conscience, the 
result frequently is to do too much lest enough 
should not be done. And to do too much 
to one man is, on many occasions, to do 
too little towards another. There is also 
a different case, ill which the cause under 
-consideration has beeqi-known to mislead the 
conscientious. Wh*F injuries have been 
sustained, the dread of failing in the momen- 
tous duty of forgiveness, or even of acting in 
any manner which may be conceived to wear 
the semWance q& lurking resentment, may 
blind the judgement and terminate in parti^ 
conduct. 

When the bosom is deci^pdly' under the 
influence of resentment or ^umity : Partiality, 
not as in t?he preceding instance favoring th^ 
injurious man, but eager to thwart bis com- 
forts and obstruct his interests, is a -certain . 
iCon)seqiiience< Circumstances are xm&uful^r- 

stood : 
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stood : facts arc preverted : truths are un- 
willingly admitted. The good qualities o£ 
the object of dislike are questioned: his at- 
tainments depreciated : his defects aggravated. 
The mind, consciously or unconsciously, is 
busied in presuading itself, that he is very 
far fiK)m being wortliy of the consideration, 
the kindness, the countenance, the preference, 
-which impartiality at once perceives to be hb 
due. 

Hastiness of judgement, and ignorance aris- 
ing from indoleiifce and inattention, end in 
, Partiality. Conclusions are formed without 
an adequate examination of premises, without 
sufficient premises, perhaps without any re- 
levant premises. WMle we may be. taking 
credit to ourselves forroe imaginary fitness of 
our decision; we may have clouded the 
opening prospects of a meritorious indivi- 
-dual, or have committed a positive act of 
injustice. 

Partiality, whether it be exercised in fa- 
vour of a person or against him, is perni- 
cious to him. If manifested in his behalf, 
it tends, in prop^tion to the magnitude of 
the occasion upon which it operates, to sti- 
mulate his vanity; to puff him up with 
vovcrweening ideas of his excellences and 
pretensions; to accustom him to look for 

5 similar 
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similar preference from others; and to place 
him in a station which he is more or less in- 
competent to occupy. If it had been the 
purpose of our Lord to establish a temporal 
kingdom at Jerusalem ; and if in that case 
we could suppose him to have acceded to the 
partial request of the mother of James and 
John, that her two children might be seated, ' 
the one on his right hand and the other on his 
left QT), in the principal posts of dignity 
and power: what would have been the ef- 
fects but to nourish arrogance in the young 
men, and to fix them in employments which, 
: in point of human qualifications, they would 
have been totally unable to discharge ? When 
Partiality acts againat^ a man, the injurious 
tendency is unequivocal. His rights are 
.withheld or taken away. His reasonable ex- 
pectations are disappointed. He is roused to 
resentment, perhaps to malevolence and re- 
venge ; or is dispirited, and sinks into listless- 
ness; or is impelled into habits of suspicion 
and craftiness by the apprehension of future 
injuries from Partiality, and by solicitude to 
secure himself against thgin. 

Mischiefs which we have caused by Parti- 
ality we are bound, no less than in the ca^e 
of evils which we have occasioned by any 

(/; Matth. XX. 20. 

other 
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oAcr niisconduct, to repair atcording to our 
reasonable ability and opportunity. But 
fixjquen'tly -they are irreparable. Suppose 
the Hebrews to have been convinced, that a 
Ghjciah widow had beiBh neglected in conse- 

- qiierice of a partial a<imihistration of the 
fiindl Of what avail would* the conviction 
havej been, had they also learned that the 

' sufierer had died through want ? If under 
the influence of Partiality we have depreci- 
ated the reputation of another ; our warmest 
exertions may be incapable - of restoring his 
good name. If we liave stationed him in a 
post for which he is riot sufficiently quali- 
fiedV to remove him is probably out of our 
power. If we have prevqited htm from at- 

. taSriing an advantage to which he had an 
equitable claim; it has been irrecovtrably 
transferred to his neighbour. • i ■ * 

If we were to search through txmimon 
life for that exemplification of Partiality, 
which might most forcibly disclose the mis- 
drief -of ' the • principle ; we might find it in 
partiality towards children. ParidaKty there 
is ncft an incident, but a habit. The objects 

of the unreasonable preference or of the un- 

... • • • ^ 

merited tlegradation -are always'p?esent ; al- 
ways at hand to experience the effects of the 
evil ey'e^ for to them, whetKiSr imfavourable 

« * ' % or 
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or f^vourj^lj)!^, it U evil, with whi^h they ar^ 
regarded. C^u^e^ess prefer«nc$ wiU h«r^. be 
the rapre elating, <is niarnfested .by thfifitt to 
whom die ps^rty p];eferre4 is tf^i^ht tp IoqH 
up} and a^ gra,nt«4 «vertW$e who ^y.the tia 
of bkx>d are lus <<^Vf9ls. Qaii^eless wfeqority 
of (ifFwUpn, fit aU tim^ faaUy f9nstirii«4 
into ^c^u^ 4itilik?, will bf d?eine4 pfrti^qr 
larly Iwd when ouuiifested by a parecMii 
and iiS ^igfijajyiy calculated to frevfif (bikbren 
to atiger^ s^nd to cause them to be ^'s-^ 
cour^igH {&): The ftliqwtion of mindt pro- 
duced Ipo^wwn 9hiil4Ten. by parwt^l par* 
tii^ity prc^loijigi it$ wfluitnc^ ii;i^tQ npcir ye%r»» 
9fii4 i;>0y ^hikf brotherly love throi^ht Ufew 

p^ti^ty- {b), Wh^it are the cgncomitsot 
qv^r^f, l}y which this wi9doai that i.a wither 
out partiality is characterized ? Furity, re* 
plji^ the sipo^le James» pe/KeakUnesi^ gaifle- 
ness^ a/c^sines\ to b^ ^ntre^fdi fubusi, of mercy 
an4 of^od fruits, fre^4pmfr^ fyfpfariy^ If 

the^e i^re toJi^ei^ which be&pe^^c the absence 
of P^isaMty ; vvha^ infeircnQ? may w? c^ijaw 
as to the sign?, by which i,ta prescaq; w^^ 
be distinguished ? 

/ ciw^tt tkf4 kef ore Qo4 tfftd tb^ l>pird J^tstff 

X^Qol.uuu« (i() .luaNi^iu. <7. 

Christy 
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CMsti.'amJ'tbe elict ingeh, that tbAi dhirod 
these things i^itbiottfr^rring. sfrie tifore an^ 
(itber:^lM9^\mtlHng bj partiality ij).. ^ If to 

Stip'IP^iil tboQ^I it but ji ntdessafry' dautkah 
todlddyms thte irokfim ihorgfi $ wkicb asboiig 
us IS the mail who ought not with. hiteitEty 
tmA iiEtarr to' take the vrarniii^ to l£&]sdlf ? 
Who imom^ u§ dcxus not feel Mmself fiklmci)^ 
mshtfd :td . lay to heart the considerations 
ipvdiidi thcr Stercd Writings hold forth as 
nbtrUm«ntaK under the ^race of God, td 
giAai^ hiMaj^aiiCii^ PardaHty r Somd of those 
cfcm^iideya^niid shall btibfly be notiwd.^ ' 

. Reflect^ in the fost plate, that with! Ii^bd 
tbffn is nd reject off^sMSi Without taspd^t 
^f.fitsins Hejudgetb ^d^dingin i^ef^mWi 
iiw*v WHe is s gtede. i^r>i^ -d migif^ akd aU^'^ 
nbie^ishteg/irdeth naypm(^ {h)\ Ltlth« 
tKaixAt Jcarb f roitt t&q iJCi«3i{&n 72att: ib'ab 
not respect the person of the poor^ nor hon):fitj^ thi 
ftriori (sf\-lije. mghtf i^^^^^ to 

eiTciy itidBDwhilout Partiality/ ' i r .- 

Cont^rmplate^ in the'iiek ]^k0(v [tliS^ ex^ 
a*ir>]^ of yout Loret ^ By doe: gf'ace^9f 6tfd & 
tasted of death. Jbr e^ery'^m (i«f)v Hft' a*^ 

^ ' , . , * . . ■ ' » : . . . \ . . • 

V . % ■ . . ■ . , ■ . . . 

(1) I Tim. ^^21, , 

{k) EpE.VK 9,^ I fit. I. 17^ Deuf. xii 17. 

(/) Level, xix. ij^ (fl^) Hebr. ii. 9. 

z 2 cepted 
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cepted the poor and the despised as hiik bre- 
thren. Master ! we kntm that thou art true, 
and car est for no man ; for thou regardest not 
the person of men^ iut iedcbest the way 6f G6d 
in truth {n). One branch of the way of God 
which he taught and exemplified was im* 
partiality. ! \ 

Farther. : Strive to .reduce the influence 
of selfishness over your mind, by maintain- 
ing a steady warfare against the principle it- 
self, and by reducing more and more nearly 
to the just level your conceptions of the 
worth of earthly objects; ^he fashion of this 
world passeth away. If every thing to which 
telfishness can extend its grasp be once felt 
as uncertain, transient, imperfect, burthened 
with trouble j will you be guilty of Parti« 
ality to obtain such acquisitions P Will you 
endanger by the guilt of Partiality the lo^s 
of treasures incorruptible, eternal, full of 
glory ? 

With, equal diligence, with equal sin* 
cerity, lower the unwarranted estimation, 
which you are liable to assign to yourself. 
Learn of Him who. was meek and lowly in 
hearty to vfalk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
ye are called^ with all lowliness and meekness. 
In honour prefer one another. In lowliness of 

(« ] Mark^ xii. 14. 

mind 
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-mirid let each esteem ethers better than bim^ 
'Self]{oy If the habit of our minds be rather 
to undervalue ourselves than another; to 
: wave our claims rather than to<>> eagerly to 
.pufih them; to recede from our rights rather 
<^ltiin to enforce them with pertinacity; to 
rrefl^t that before God our desert is nothing, 
' jui4. that from, man. we probably have re- 
ceived many.preferences to which we had a 
yery slender title: : one of the strongest foun-* 
dations of Partiality is shaken. 
:;: Accustom yoursclf also to shuu precipita- 
:tkm in forming your; opinions. ' ^ Remember 
l^t^ in ^every case in which ; your partiality 
can operate, in favour either of yourself, or 
pi those whom you are disposed to befriend; 
there is another person against whom it can 
operate, against whom, if it be indulged, it 
vrilX necessarily operate. His interests there- 
fore, not those only of yourself or of your 
fiiends, are at stake. Be patient in examin- 
ing, be cool in deliberating, before you adopt 
^ a conclusion, in which even inadvertence may 
be injurious to him, injurious perhaps to an 
extent which you cannot foresee, and in con- 
sequences which may be irretrievable. Look 
not every man on bis own things^ but every man 
also on the things of others (/). 

• (•) Matth. xL 39.^ Ephet. ir. x, 2. - Rkuii* zii. 10, 
Ph3ipp.ii.3. (^) PhiIipp.iL4, 

z 3 Several 
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Several of the eonsirierttionr which haw 
bem suggested as aids agionst the iqjflfieiice 
of Paniaiity, though to have touchod upon 
them in detail may probably' have had its 
advantages, might have been summixi up in 
the comprehensive command, ^h$m sbalt hoe 
tby neigbhur as f by self i Low wwketb no ill to 
bis neigbbwr ; and therefore in the mass of 
injuries which it proscribes, banishes Par«- 
tiality. Place yourself in the situation of 
your neighbour. Re^esent to yoursdf his 
reasonable expectations. Excite in your 
own mind the emotions, which it is natural 
that he should experience. Deliberate for 
him, judge for him, hope for him, feel for 
him. Become as it were the very man. 
Thus shall you know what it would be to 
him to experience Partiality. Thus shfU 
you receive a practical, an accurate, an expe* 
rimental admonition, not to be partial. 

Throughout the present discourse Par- 
tiality, whether viewed with regard to the 
forms which it wears, the effects which it 
produce?, the sources whence it springs, or 
the remedies by which it is to be withstood, 
has been contemplated in its ordinary bous 
ings on Individuals, with little reference to 
their special situations. In different classes, 
and under a diversity of c^umstancei^ it 
will present itself under various modes and 

aspectSj 
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aspects^ ftAd prMteOte its dper&tioirt with 
diBsimilar &dyantdg«s. There is one descrip^ 
tkm of individoak laid open beyond others 
to Its influence; those, ndtoely, who for 
whatever purpose arc associated, whether 
ivowedly or tacitly, into a party. I mean 
ttot to speak of political parties in the 
k^slaturc; though to them, and especially 
to the leaders of theto, the spirit of the ob- 
servations to be subjoined, if it will apply to 
any man, will apply with particular perti- 
nency. I speak of petty parties in private 
Kfe. These, at dne time, adse from the 
l^arsuit of a common professional object ; at 
aAOthcr, from unioti in a commercial under- 
6ikitig} at another, from concurrence in some 
I'eiigidus distinction. Into all these associa- 
tionsy blameless or laudable as the origin of 
them may be, the general evils adhering to 
party insinuate themselves. The persons 
who stand at the head are very generally 
seen to become elated by pte-eminence. If 
the party b* formed on a religious ground ; 
the leader, not unusually, grows supercilious, 
dogmatical, impatient of contradiction. But 
in each association, and from the highest even 
to the lowest member of it, Partiality is com- 
monly discernible, often prevalent. There is 
a aiamfestationr of a ftarr<»w*>ininddd spirit 

24 of 
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of exclusion towards persons t^ho. do not 
belong to the body. Towards thqse Wh0 do 
belong to it, unreasonable preferencies and 
unmerited countenance are extended. For 
their several interests) as well as for the 
general advantage of the body, proceedings 
widely at variance with the rule of Christian: 
love to our neighbour are adopted and 
upheld. In parties constructed on a still 
smaller scale kindred consequences are visible. 
An individual becomes in his own circle, ox 
in his own house^ the head of a little knot of 
partizans. Into the number of these fa- 
vourites, who commonly owe the dbtinction 
to an acquiescence in the opinions, a com-* 
pliance with the humours, and a suppprt of 
the projects, of the principal, no one. who 
does not evince corresponding acquiescence, 
and compliance, and support, finds admission. 
At any rate, when refractoriness becomes 
evident, &vour is withdrawn. On behalf 
of those who continue to submit. Partiality 
is constantly exercised. Their good quali-' 
ties are overcharged j their faults are vindi-* 
cated; their interests are promoted at the 
expence of other men. Among the female 
sex also these minor parties are not very 
unfrequent. Whether subsisting among 
women or among men, they are highly inju<* 

9* rious 
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rious to the individual who governs, and to 
the persons who are held in subjection. 
They foster on the 6nt ]side ; sdf-conceit, 
ungraciousness of manners, irritability and 
impetuosity of temper : on the other, flat^ 
tery, direct or indirect, servile obsequious- 
ness, dissimulation and cunning: on both 
sides. Partiality. Where is the spirit of 
Christian humility? Where is the spirit 
of Christian sincerity ? Where is the spirit 
of Christian love ? 
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ACTSjVU I, 

And in those Days, when thd ffufiAer uf tbt 
Disciples was multiplied, there arose a Mur^ 
muring of the Grecians against the Hebrews^ 
because their Widows were neglected in the 
daily Ministration. 

CUSPICION is the second subject, to which 
the passage of Scripture now before us 
leads our meditations. 

The Grecian Jews, feeling themselves in 
some measure considered as foreigners at 
Jerusalem, would easily be tempted to ap- 
prehend that their widows would not btf re- 
lieved with the same fairness and liberality 
as those of the Hebrews. And if they were 
also conscious that the fund from which 
the relief came had been raised principally 
among the Hebrews, their suspicions would 
be strengthened. Yet it is very possible that, 

notwith- 
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nntwiliistanding their smtnises \ the distri^ 
bution had been made with impartiality and 
propriety t or at any rate that, if the reason-- 
^ble claiQiB of the Grecian widows had been 
more or le^ overlooked, the neglect had arisen 
from accident, not from evil intention. 

There are various sources from which a 
haHt of suspicion may arise. 

Some persons are naturally of a fearful 
turn of mind. Open to alarm, and appre* 
hensive of injury or of danger, they easily 
suppose mischief and unkindness to be in 
contemplation against them; and attribute 
malevolent intentions to others not only 
beyond proof, but without proof, v^thout 
evidence, without probability. 

Others are rendered suspicious by a 
consciousness of weakness* Perceiving that 
plans to their detriment nught be accooK 
plisKed without difficulty, they conclude 
that their situation cannot escape the notice 
of designing and interested men, and mil of 
itself invite and persuade them to take ad- 
vantage of it. 

Some peirsons again, overvaluing worldly 
objects and worldly estimation, and being in 
consequence extremely solicitous to retain 

* The original wordt^ yvyyva-fM^ ok votf^mfrnhf Sec. might 
perhaps be rendered— -<* there arose a mttrmuring t^at their 
^ widowi wow arglectcd*'* 

possession 



34^ Oti Smpicimi 

possession of them, become, through these 
circumstances, suspicious chararters. . They 
are jealous as to every thing ;which is pur- 
posed, or said, or done, or' which, as they 
imagine, may be purposed, or said, or done, 
respecting themselves. They . watch and 
scrutinize the very looks of friends, neigh- 
bcur?, strangers : and seldom allow any con- 
siderable portion of time to elapse without 
believing that they have ample reason for 
their injurious surmises. 

Odicrs arc kd into suspidon by Partiality. 
The pirdal man, not finding the unreason- 
able preference to which he fancies himself 
2&i his favourites to be entitled usually al- 
IcAtc, I A.'^B upon the rest of the world with 
4n r»':l eye; and regards all but his own 
:su:neviii^r associates, and frequently most 
.::' ch«i likewise, as enviously combining to 
:h\vart him, to discredit him, to withhold 
rroiii him the advantage, or the indulgence, 
^>c :he discinction, or the coimtenance, or the 
:^jwr, which is his due. 

Piiuppointment in not obt^ning the as- 
5^^rinct\ and experiencing the friendship, 
which \^t had promised to ourselves, tends 
:d nourish suspicion. Anticipating, even 
i<;Ainsr pa>bability, future disappointment, 
wV IvX^ with unreasonable distrust on the 
•v:^ans from whom we imagine that it may 

arise ; 
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ansc}'. and' learn to feel an obscure diminu-^ 
tion of :COiiiidence towards all mankind. ' 

When to disajppointraent positive injury 
is superadded ; when from quarters whence 
€ountenancp9 and siiipport, and kindness ^^ere 
justly expected, we meet iiot only neglect- 
but injustice and cruelty ; the temptations td 
fuspicion assume their most formidable shape. 
Who could be astonished, if David, Whcil 
Ahitophel deserted him, wheiT Absalom 
thirsted . for his blood, were - harassed by 
some groundless suspicions? "When, in the 
anguish of his soul^ he exclaimed ; // was 
not an jnemy that reproached me ^ then I could ^ 
have borne it i but it was thoUy mine equai^ my. 
gaide^ mine acquaintance : yea mine ownfami^ 
liar friend in whom I trusted^ which did' eat of 
my' bready bath lifted. up bis heel against me: 
behold^ my son^ which came forth out of my bowels^ 
seeketb my life {a) : vj'hen thus • he exclaimed 
in the anguish of his soul, can we be 
astonished, if, being greatly afflicted^ he said 
in bis bastCy All men are Hars {b)f 

Familiarity with wickedness^ while unhap* 
pily it is found to deaden the abhorrence of 
guilt, leads to stronger suspicions of its ex- 
.istence in every transaction. They whose 

(a) PialmlT.. 12, 13. xli. 9. 2 Sam. stu 21. 
(f) J^talmcxYi. 10, II. 

office 
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office it is to detect and bring to jputvlshfMflft 
offenders agsunst the law of the l^uid^ ^ 
whose habits and occupations retidi^ them 
from other causes very conversaiit vnth tilt 
most depraved classes of society^ may CMily 
accustom themselves to look ^ith suspkfiotl 
upon every man. 

Another source of suspicion is the advattee 
of age and infirmity. The mind^ foreboding 
the near approach of the season whett ks 
own powers^ no less than those of the bddy, 
shall decay^ brteds upon zpprchea&otiS '^ 
disregard, contempt^ and injury ; and: a^Sjm 
itself with ima^nary tokens of neglect and 
unkindness. 

Another source is the secret con9cioi»if«a 
that malevolent designs against anotber «« 
iKU'boured by ourselves. From thoseagaisMt 
whom we are planning mischief, we expect 
miscliief. When Saul pursued thoF life ef 
David, it was not difficult for the king to 
peisuade himself that his own life^ and crown 
wci-c sought by the victim of his oppressfoilw 
If we lidtve carried our malignaoir purposes 
into effect, it may be long before oWr mifids 
can be set at ease from suspicion by the ittost 
solemn assurances of foirgiyeness from the 
person whom we injured, or. even by the 
largest accumulation of benefits accortpany- 

*i mg 
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Jos^; ^Itt he had heoM^t 4t>vm hi»:hfe^ 
thi^ i«|o Egypt, had sM^^lm singqUurly 
a&f^o^H^ decla»Mi9iw cf * «9impaired hfo* 
tber^ low: th« ckltf «st proofs oi hm 9u^ 
^trity » . t^iigh he. hlid i^owished tjb9m$(l¥a 

and their families during the .eoftthiiMnite 
itfith^fimlMfc h«dibttMthe9i ia the richest 
ptML «f the land of Egypt* had persevered in 
Itti ft^teirtal solicitude, di;triog the seventi^eii 
y««i» of^ the life of th^ fsiher tft that 
^Mtttry* to tiian^uiUize their mi^ds ky 4 
tiifissssio]^ of benefits J their fears wereun* 
svlbdii€A< \ ^^fui Vibeft Jofi^s brethren uml 
iftf^ iheir J4fhir was desd^ they said\ Joseph 
n^yi fit^dfWMture kate us^ and wU certmnif 
Vf^H W W/ ^f ^ii which we did unto him{(). 
^b^ djidvJuQdiie^s,. gfQundedr on relig^s 

9^j!il4^ sbuM in^ ^ nt^^ man with brighter 
X9^iasiSfi thiua. ia Joseph*: when he met Im 
]|^ethi](*eA aft^r thi$ expression of their dis^ 

A h»hit q£ su&pidoa^ from wbitever 
s^FCCi it may b« derived^ ia among the 
hftlylti which,, under a given measure 6f ca* 
.QCfjOf agsmmt. arc of th« most rafiid growth; 
|{^ it been nourished by Indulgence I It 
recedes tardily, and with many efforts to 

\. . maintain 
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maintam and to recover its dominion ; and 
for '3 time will disregard the discipline of 
the most powerful correctives..^^ *Tbe fol- 
lowing considerations may be instrumental 
in strengthening the mind against the at- 
tacksy and in delivering it from the infiuencey 
of suspicion. . i • . 

A ^us[Mcious temper is inconsistent with 
the Spirit of Christian charity.- -Cfc^i^if 
tbinketb no evil (d)y until constrained by 
forcible testimony. Charity bopetb all things i 
hepedi all things favourable of others, 
so long as there remains rational ground 
for hope. Charity believeth all things: be- 
lieveth all things which kindness ^ould 
incline us to deem credible, and -which ex- 
perience or evidence will permit us to credit. 
In our opinions, no less than in our actions, 
let us study, through the influence of idivinc 
grace, to be uniformly governed by -the law 
of Christ. Let us .do unto others- as we 
might reasonably wish them to do unto us : 
and think of them as we might- reasonably 
desire that they should think concerning us 5 
and thus, m thought as well as in deed, love 
our neighbour as burselves. - Where" would 
then be our- evil surmi sings ? ^Follow after 
charity (e). . . . , ^. : ; , . 

(J) I Cor. xiii. 4> 5. 7. .'. (/) *i Tim. vi. 4. i Cor. xir. i. 
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Coolness m forming your judgement is a 
necessary guard against suspicion; By the 
precipitate man language and circumstances 
are continually misonceived : and, when he 
is under the influence of misapprehension^ are 
misconceived for the worse. Innocent ex-i 
pressions breathe an injurious purpose : pro* 
ceedings neutral^ perhaps amicable^ appear 
tokens of enmity : casual looks convey a dark 
meaning. Be well aware of your fears. Re* 
collect your prepossessions. Give yourself 
time to weigh incidents. Overlook not par* 
ticulars adverse to the surmises which you 
are cherishing. Let not your conclusions 
.be hasty superstructures raised upon the 
sand. 

Call to remembrance, in the next place^ 
the shame which you surely cannot but have 
felt, when your suspicions in former instances 
have been disproved by events. Abimelecb said i 
Lordy in the integrity of my hearty and innocency 
cfmy bands y have I done this. And God said unto 
him\ Tea J I know that thou didst this tn the inte^ 
grity oj thine heart {/) . May not your suspi- 
cions frequently have been as slightly founded 
as those of Abraham were? May not God, who 
cheered Abimelech by attesting his integrity, 
have testified bofore His holy angels the in* 

(/ ) Gen. XX. 4->6. 
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ttgFity of the man whom you have suspected t 
The very man whom you now suspect, yoa, 
may heretofore have suspected wrongfuHy* 
If the case has not been so ; have not you 
tuspected other men^ and on grounds appa- 
rently as strong, and discovered afterwards 
that yx)«r distrust was unmerited ? Have not 
you been deeply pained, pained when the 
transaction has long been past, by reflecting 
wi undesei'ved imputations which you have 
tacitly fostered against your neighbour, per- 
haps have openly expressed concaning him ? 
8e wktchftil hwiceforth to have a conmeme 
IR this respect void of offence ttmards God and 
$¥wards men. 

Consider, farther,, the disquiet which you 
have suffered, when^ your own conduct has 
fceen exposed to unfounded suspicion. What 
surprise did you feel that your proceedings 
could be estimated so perversely : that such 
• ^n action could be misunderstood : that such 
a phrase could be n>isconstrued \ How unrea- 
sonable and unkind did you deem it in others 
not to havje enquired more minutely ? not to 
have deliberated longer ; not to have inter- 
preted doubtful points in your favor 5 not tb 
Ijave made allowances for unknown circum- 
•stances and motives; Remember how a[nxi- 
ously you have fe^ed that the stigma might 

never 
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never be removed from your charticter, at 
least in the opinion of certain individuals : 
iiay, that its consequences might intercept 
some of your fairest prospects, and disappoint 
your wannest hopes. Learn from your own 
experience not to entail upon others the 
wretchedness of being unjustly suspected* 

Learn also from your own experience ano- 
ther lesson of instruction; the uncomfortr 
aUeness of suspicion to the suspicious party. 
Suspicion, when warranted by decisive pro- 
babilities ; when sustained by fkcts ; when the 
unavoidable result of dispassionate reasoningi 
when essential toour security against injuries 
evidently meditated; is yet uncomfortable. 
Will you heap uneasinesses upon yourself by 
nourishing it without cause? When you 
are authorised with unclouded serenity of 
mind to look upon your neighbour as yolir 
friend ; will you torment yourself by sur- 
mising that he is your enemy ? 

Observe too in how direct a manner Sus- 
|)icion leads to sin. The natural impulse of 
self-defence hurries us into measures to avert 
the evil which we dread. And the mind 
which is a prey to unjust suspicion is not in 
a state to be altogether judicioijs, or alto- 
gether scrupulous, as to the modes of pro- 
ceeding to which it has recourse. Not only 
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is it likely to adopt measures stronger thatt 
the case, even were the suspicion substafb- 
tiated, would justify ; but it is in imminent 
danger of employing such as are radically 
sinful. Surely y said Abraham, the fear of God 
is not in this place : and they will slay me for 
my wife*s sake (g). Under the prevalence of 
this suspicion, he immmediately adopted the 
plan of dissembling and equivocating by term- 
ing Sarah his sister : a plan for the adoption of 
which under similar circumstances in Egypt 
he had already been subjected to a memorable 
rebuke (b). Even in the face of these warn- 
ings, his son Isaac, ensnared by suspicion, 
resorted to similar dissimulation (/). Shall 
not a state of mind, under which the rectitude 
of Patriarchs failed, overcome us ? Let us 
watch and pray against the temptations 
which conduct to it, and against those which 
attend it. 

Again to encourage a habit of Suspicion 
is. to teach ourselves distrust of God. Con- 
tinual rumination upon the apprehension of 
injuries, and perpetual solicitude to devise 
means of repelling them, have a tendency to 
induce us to imagine ourselves neglected by 
His Providence, and left to defend ourselves 

(g) Gen. XX. ii. {i) Gen. zii. 10—204 

(f) Gen.xxTi. 
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as we may by our own resources. Henc^ 
while love to our Supreme Benefactor is im* 
paired, we are tempted to despondence by 
feeling our weakness, or to presumption by 
confiding in ourselves. 

The preceding consideration points at once 
to a momentous truth, a lively impression 
of which checks suspicion by mitigating 
alarm: 7^^ Lord God Omnipotent reigneth^ 
She Lord reigneth ; let the earth rejoice. : let 
the multitude of isles be glad{IC). Suppose a 
servant of Christ, harassed by gloomy fore- 
bodings of evil. See him carried away for a 
time by disquietude; and revolving and 
heightening ' his suspicions respecting the 
parties at whose hands he expects mischief* 
Behold him suddenly roused by a vivid re- 
collection of the unlimited power and good- 
ness of God. Hear him exclaiming, "Not 
*^ a sparrow falls to the ground without my 
^^ heavenly Father's permission. The very 
'* hairs of my head are numbered. The mer- 
" cy of my God is over all his works. All 
" things work together for good to them that 
" love Him." Mark how his fears are tran- 
quillised. Mark also how, together with 
his dread of evils, his suspicion that they are 
meditated agains him decays. Do you xc^ 

(«) Ps. XCVli. I. 
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pc^ise in this representation your own expc« 
ricnce ? If not, be a servant of the Lord 
Jesus: dierish habitual and forcible per- 
ceptions of the sovereignty and the love oi 
God : and you may hope 'in future seasons 
of suspicion to be enabled to attest the truth 
of the description. 

From this survey of some of the sources^ 
effects, and remedies of suspicion, let us turn 
to the practical instruction, v^rhich the pro-* 
ceedings of the Apostles, on the occasion 
which has been stated, suggest. Their pro- 
ceedings inculcate the duty of endeavouring 
to prevent, and of studying to obviate, any 
circuinstance in our conduct which may be^ 
cither in reality or in appearance, of a suspi- 
cious nature ; and also illustrate the proper 
method of discharging the obligation. 

If the apostles, when the complaint that 
the widows of the Grecians were neglected 
was laid before them, had not at once inters 
fcrod in order to apply a remedy to the evil, 
if it should be found to exist, or to preclude, 
if the neglect wnere imaginary, all probabi- 
lity of its existence; they would either 
have proved themselves to be partial, or, on 
the most favourable supposition, would have 
excited very plausible suspicions against their 
own fairness. It is not iml^^d impossible, conr 
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€idcring the irritated state of mind with which 
the murmuring of the Grecians was evident* 
ly accompanied, that some of thcitt might 
even tken be capable of suspecting the tpostles 
not to be altogether fi'ee frjom an interested 
bias towards their countrymen, the Hebrews^ 
On all accouijts, therefore, it behoved them 
promptly and prudently to interpose. What 
course did they take ? They interposed with* 
out delay. And did they intf rpose prudently ? 
With so wise a measure, that it gave uni* 
yjcrsal satisfaction instantly. T'ke saying pleas^ 
id the whole multitude. Every complaint was 
silenced. Every complainer saw, that no 
cause of murmuring or of distrust on the sub-, 
ject could rise again. The apostles removed 
the management of the fund entirely out of 
their own hands j and committed it exclusively 
to a select body, in the choice of which they 
took no part J a bpdy in the formation of which 
the Grecians participated equally with the 
Pebrews. It is worthy of incidental notice 
how similar, on a corresponding occasion, was 
the circumspection of Saint Paul; Whein his 
exertions had procured in various churches of 
the Gentiles contributions for the relief of 
the Christians in Judae, who werQ suffering 
ynder the pressure of a famine, it is thus that 
\^^ writes to the Corinthians CQn.cerning the 

A A 4 (Qlkaign 



360 On Suspicion. 

collection preparing among them also for tht 
saints : Whomsoever you shall approve by your 

letters y them will I send to bring your liberality 
unto Jerusalem. And ij it be meet thai I go 
alsOy they shall go with me (/)• And in his 
subsequent epistle, when he refers to collec- 
tions for the same object made elsewhere, he 
speaks oi the messengers of the churches ^ fhosen 
^tbe churches (in compliance, we may be as- 
sured, with the uniform wish of St, Paul) 
to travel with us with this grace which is admi^ 
nisteredbyus {m). His reasons for these pre- 
cautions he does not hesitate to avow : 
Avoiding thisy that no man should blame us in 
this abundance y which is administered by us: 
providing for honest things not only in the sight 
of the Lordy but also in the sight of men (n^ . Tq 
revert, however, from this not irrelevant di-.* 
gression, to the apostles at Jerusalem 3 ob- 
serve that anxious as they were to afford 
satisfaction to the discontented by doing, and 
by doing instantly, all that was befitting 
themselves for the purpose, they would not 
deviate the breadth of a hair from the line 
of duty. The Grecians appear to have ex- 
pected, at least to have desired, that the 
apostles should in person attend the daily dis- 

(/) I Cor. XVI •3.4. (iw) 2 Con vlii. 19 — 23. 

(w) 2 Cor. viii. 20, 21. 

tributiom 



On Suspicion. 3$j 

tribution of the provisions, in order to take 
care that it should be conducted with impar-^ 
tiality. Such an appropriation of a portion 
of their time the apostles were immediately 
aware would be a departure from their pecu- 
liar business, and therefore positively wrong. 
Their office, the office which Christ had com- 
mitted to them, was to preach the Gospel. 
// is not reason y they replied, that we should 
leave the word of God and serve tables. And 
they decidedly refused to take such a step ; 
refused to occupy themselves even for a sea- 
son, even but occasionally, in the business. 
We will give ourselves continually to prayer^ 
Mnd to the ministry of the word. 

From this survey of the conduct of the 
apostles, let us learn to abstain from all ap^ 
pearance of evil\ to watch over our cha- 
racter as a talent, as an instrument of useful- 
ness capable of being employed to the glory' 
of God ; to strive by welUdoing to put to silence 
the ignorance of foolish men^ who through that 
ignorance may assail us with groundless accu- 
sations, or may harbour unauthorised suspi- 
cions concerning us : and particularly to 
be prompt and ingenuous in explaining any 
part of our proceedings which we discern to 
have been misunderstood, or foresee to be in 
ganger of misconstruction. The apostles 
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possessed in the transaction in question^ and 
it was the desire of their hearts to possess in 
all transactions, a conscience void of offence 
both towards God and towards, men. It 
has often been, and well may we fear lest it 
should again be, otherwise with us. What 
then remains ? Whenever we perceive our- 
selves to have offended, whether by unwar- 
rantable actions, or by injurious suspicions, 
let us be earnest to acknowledge our trans- 
gression not only unto God, but, if con- 
science indicates the duty, to the individual 
also against whom we have sinned ; and to 
any other persons to whom the evil which we 
have committed, ought, under existing cir*- 
cumstances, to be made known. Never ht 
us be satisfied that we truly repent, if 
we will not thus give glory to God by 
frank and honest confession. Closeness is 
foreign to repentance. While closeness re-^ 
mains is there not a presumptive token that 
pride, and a secret purpose of continuance in 
sin, rule the heart ? 

But, farther, let us learn never to seek 
to clear our characters, whether justly or un-^ 
justly suspected, at the expence of duty, 
Have we sinned ? Let us gladly bear any' 
shame, any worldly consequences, rather 
than disguise or palliate the offenge by falsest 
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hood. All liars shall have their part in the lake 
that burneth with fire and brimstone^ which is the 
second death {0). Are we without cause sus^ 
pectedof iniquity ? Let us cheerfully submit to 
the suspicion, rather than adopt for ther pur- 
pose of removing it, measures in any degree 
repugnant to the spirit of the GospeL It is 
not uncommon for men, partly on account 
of the irksomeness of being wrongfully 
suspected, partly through a reasonable re- 
gard to the importance of character, to 
take refuge in unscriptural methods of pre- 
venting or of checking evil surmisings re- 
specting themselves. Arc they deemed, 
are they apprehensive lest they should be. 
deemed parsimonious ? They will do some- 
thing extravagant. Arc they afraid lest 
they should be termed scrupulous and aus- 
tere? They will slide into conformity to 
the world. Are they fearful lest they should 
be considered as too complying ? They be- 
come proud and obstinate. Let us^ beware 
lesty as the serpent beguiled Eve throtigh his 
subtlety^ so our minds sfoould be corr:uptedfrom 
the simplicity which is in Christ (^) ; from 
simplicity of dependence on him, from sim- 
plicity of Christian obedience. Let us set 
fhe Lord always before us ; and we shall not 

{0) Rev. %xu 8. {f) z Cor. xi. j. 
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be moved from his paths. Let us commit 
our souls in well-doing unto Him, who 
having Himself suffered^ being tempt edy is able 
iQ succour them that are tempted: to Him 
who has promised that, whatever temptation 
may come upon us, it shall not in any case 
be irresistible ; but that glace, if we pray for 
it from the heart, shall ever be supplied in 
a measure adequate to enable us to sustain 
the trial. 

Finally: what if prejudice had so firmly 
fastened itself upon the minds of the Gre- 
cians, that the apostles had not found it prac-^ 
ticable to clear themselves from suspicion ? 
They would have committed themselves in 
well doing unto the Lord. Has a case arisen 
in which you, though suspected without 
cause, are unable to remove the imputa- 
tion ? Feel not the trial too acutely. Con- 
sider whether by some other proceeding you 
may not have partly exposed yourself to the 
present charge. Consider whether you have 
not been allowed to escape suspicion, when 
you have actually deserved it. Consider that, 
when we accurately know our own inten- 
tions, we yet are not always regardful of mi- 
nute circumstances in our proceedings; 
and that it is on minute circumstances that 
suspicions frequently are grounded. At: any 

rate, 



On Suspicion. 365 

rate, learn patience. Let patience work ex-- 
periencCy and experience hope. The time of 
clearing shall assuredly come. Cast thy bur^ 
then upon the Lordy and He shall sustain thee. 
He shall never suffer the righteous to be moved • . 
He shall bring forth thy righteousness as the lights 
and thy judgement as the noonday. Rest in the 
Lord, and wait patiently for Him {q). How 
easily can His providence, working by means 
apparently the most incidental, bring forward 
and establish your vindication, beyond yoiirex- 
pectations, beyond your hope, in opposition 
to every appearance of probability ! If in his 
wisdom, He shall leave you without an earthly 
vindication. He will clear you at the appointed 
time before assembled men and angels. Look 
forward to the blaze of joy which will break 
in upon you, when the cloud shall at once be 
dissipated, dissipated for ever j and be cheered 
under your present darkness. The fruits 
which are now advancing to maturity under 
the shade, shall glow throughout eternity in 
the Paradise of God. 

(q) Psalm xxxvii. 6. Ir* 22. 
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On DOING Evil to produce Good. 



Rom. iii. 8. 

Some affirm that we say^ " Let us do Evil 

that Good may come :' whose damnation it 

just. 

_ . ■» 

pERH APS there is scarcely any precept of 

Scripture which has to encounter more 
of secret opposition/ than the prohibition to 
do evil that good may come. The opposi- 
tion to it is not always secret. To the 
system of general expediency, a system of 
which the most prominent and the rhost al- 
luring characteristics are the permission of . 
the breach of eveiy moral rule in cases of 
sufficient magnitude, and the authority vested 
in every man to judge of the sufficiency for 
himself; this prohibition stands in direct hos- 
tility. From that system, therefore, it cannot 
look for obedience or for acquiescence. The 

force 
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force of the prohibition must be explained 
away 3 or the system must fall to the ground. 
We are accordingly informed, on behalf of 
that system, that " the maxim which is in 
" every man's mouth, not to (io evil that good 
" may come," is " in most men's without 
*' meaning :" that its import is, " let us not 
^ violate a general rule for the sake of any 
^^ particular good con§equence ^we may ex- 
" pect/^ The prohibition, thus modified, 
(for in sound reasoning it equally extends to 
supposed ^^;?^r^/ consequences,) is stated to 
be ^'for the most part a salutary caution^ the 
**^ advantage seldom compensating for the vio- 
** lation of the rule (^)/' Thi^ is the scanty 
deference experienced by a scriptural precept ^ 
a precept of such importance, thgt the apostle 
pronounces the imputation of teaching a 
contraiy do6lrine to be a slander against the 
ministers of the gospel, and the authors of 
the calumny to be obnoxious to just and awe- 
ful condemnation ! 

"This is the love of God, not that we suspend 
Oj: abrqgate, but that we keep His command-- 
ments (3). This is our wisdom, not to specu- 
late whether it rrtight not be in^ certain cases 
aijvaotageouj to set aside His plain, injuhc- 

(a) Paley's Moral Philosophy, 410. 1785. p.yu 
{b) I John. V. 3/ c 
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tionS and prohibitions, but to observe His 
statutes to keep and to do them. So shall we 
be a wise and understanding people (r). When 
a scriptural direction is restrained to special 
circumstances, or is otherwise limited by the 
words or the tenor of another passage in the 
sacred volume ; the restiiction and the limi- 
tation are from God, and we are authorised 
and required to act in conformity with them. 
They are, in fact, explanatory parts of the 
direction itself. But to presume by our own 
theoretical reasonings, unsupported by the 
Scriptures, to supersede the obligation of a 
divine precept, is to set up ourselves against 
God. It is to assume His sceptre. It is ta 
introduce and to vindicate universal disobe- 
dience. It is to subvert the foundations of 
Christian Morality, 

The language, by which men delude them- 
selves and others into quietude of conscience, 
under the open practice of doing evil on the 
plea of thus producing good, is not unfre- 
quently of the following description. " If 
mankind were in general disposed to act 
with that strictness of principle, the uni- 
versal adoption of which would on every 
** account be highly desirable ^ no relaxa- 
•* tion in ourselves individually would be 

*J justi- 
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*^ justifiable. But unhappily the case is 
" not so. We are to consider, then, that 
'I .little good can be effected lyjt through 
the co-operation of others. Men a^-e 
*1 the instruments by . which we .are to 
do good, the objects to i whom we are to 
do good. We must take men as we find 
them. We must deal with them, not as 
being such as they ought, to be, such as 
we wish that they were; but such as they 
are. We cannot do good by them or to 
them, unless we conciliate them : nor un- 
less we adapt our mode of proceeding to 
" their actual state. We mnst not shock 
them by rigid maxims. We must not re- 
pel them by unbending scruples.; We must 
win them to our purpose by arguments to 
which they will listen, and by conduct ia 
which they will concur. The fewer and 
the slighter our deviations from moral 
rules, the better. iNfeedless deviations are 
unwarrantable. But such as are necessary 
must be practised." Mark,, under the 
imposing plausibilities of this reasoning, 
the real consequences which are involved. 
.Not only does it arrogate the power of dis- 
pensing with the observance of the divine 
commandments; not only does it tend, by 
recommending conciliating conformity to the 
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present moral state of men, to confirm and 
i rivet tBefo in that state : but it stretcl^s ksetf 
to compr^eftd with open arms every existing 
degree, atid eveiy encrease, of depravity. If 
it possesses any conclusiveness whatever^ it 
is conclusive to this point 5 namely, that ih 
proportion to the prevalence of wickedness 
among men, a wider departure from scrip- 
tural precepts is allowable and commeadd)te 
in ourselves : that when the individuals with 
whom we are concerned disregard God more 
and more, we are more and nior^ to disre- 
gard Him likewise. The^wisdom of this world 
is foolishness with God{d) f 

On persons in whom, through the grow- 
ing ihftuence bf religibii on the heart, tender- 
ness of conscience begiiis to manifest itself in 
doubts as to the propiiety of conturring in 
questionable proceedings even for the sake of 
an apparent good which iis expected to result; * 
some expressions of Saint Paul relating to his 
owh conduct have beeh urged by less scrupu- 
lous friends with perplexing efficacy. " Will 
" not you hear," it is demanded, " the great 
** Apostle of the Gentiles ? I fn&de myself $er^ 
" vant into ally that I might gain, the more. 
•^ Unto the Jews I became as a jew, that /* 
•* might gain the Jews : to them that are und^r 
•< the law^ as under the laWy that t might gain 

{d) X C«r. ill* 19. 

" them 



cc 



C€ 



On Joing Evil to produce GooJ. 371 

"^* them that are under the law : to them that^ 
are without {tht) law^ as without (the) law^ 
that I might gain them that are without 
(the) taw. T^o the weak became I as weaky 
*^ that I might gain the weak. I am made 
*^ all things to all men^ that I might by all 
means save some. And this I do for thf 
gospel's sake {e\ Will you be holier," it is 
adcjed^ " than Saiftt Paul ? When he has dis- 
^* ptayed such compUawes with the state of 
^* the world around him ; when he has thus 
-" exeappljfied his principle of accoitimodatioa 
** . to the prejudices and the practices pf the dif- 
" ferent individuals, for whose benefit he was 
." solicitous; when he has recorded with evi- 
" dent satisfaction his own example, and with 
an unequivocal purpose of impressing it 
upon ojd>ers : will not you be. accoipraodat- 
** ing, wVU not you be compli^it ?" Let no 
person hesitate at afty compliance, of which 
St. Paul has given an example. Let no person 
^r to mainifest any accoijaniodation, which. 
5t. Paul either by practice or by precept re- 
commends. Let the great ipostle be followed 
without apprehension. Let our sole enquiry 
be, whither it is that he actually leads us: 
what is the path which he directs us te 
pursue : what are the accommodations, what 
the compliarlces, which he enjoins or autho* 

(«-) I Cop. IX. ip'^-ij.. 
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r -->: . .: r .- :ui: : f ihls enquir}- ^-iU not be 
::"::: :. : :^i ca::£e of these persons, who 
- : — : :*r-:::r-i.-d:he apostle as an instance 
ir : ir i : icire :r. ra^oror the dc<n:rine which 
■ - — - --"^ ^"- abcniinates^ the doctrine of 
- ' -" r : - z.'.iz z^oc nijy come. The path in 
'^T^zs. ',t ^ :>:erui. Lie pith to which he di- 
— •— ^ --■- '- ■-•-■ ■:^"''^^r cTjv of the divine com- 
^^^i=-:^:ir the cnly way teat leaJeth unto life. 
T ■-<: iczyrL:z:z*i2.'z;yDS and compliances which 
hi iAftrr'-lf^i cr i^ir.cticned \^-ere not such as 
~ -'-Lr^-i ili CTim rJe, and rendered him self- 
rrcismr.fi. They were accommodations and 
c :rr?hir.cfs net in things either in their na- 
rj^-^ "^^-*"^- cr ner.de::ed wrong by their pro- 
hihle erects i:j:der existing circumstances: 
b .: i- :hlr.p ir.iire.ent or right in them- 
55:£.iS. ir.l e-.er. if ir* their nature indifferent, 
r- ."ir-:'- c,^-iu:£'T ^r the time to practical 
ur.lr". Tc tl:' jfr^-f h: hs^me as a Jew^ 
r-j ^^^^v^T-r^ :c ^•^:.t:Jn occasions, for the 
r-^-yvi;: .jT rr. :>;i::ir^ r.vvziices against him, 
:>: fc-v .c rx' ^':r:"xr::?^r/:£ ordinances of the 
X:.'':?^.,: \Lzf ,Ti::ri-Vi< \vhich, though no 
I.^-'C^-r c>, 'c:t,\:*< :." cht iniiocentlv be ob- 
5;:" .V :r:vro:'^ ,*i vcvri'.Z'^vW.sidcrationSjpro- 
^vo,: th^r «%: .v."r::;.v: were unequivocally 
w/>:x .-^^-svi ^.^xi . .c :*":;: apcstle permit any 
J.Njix :o r::!rarr, is ro hi> opinion upon the 
cvii:: cc ccoc^^ * His doctrine and his 
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conduct -were alike decisive. He provoked 
the bitterest enmity of the Jews by constant- 
ly proclaiming the extinction of all obligation 
to regard the Mosaic ordinances. And that 
very ordinance, in which at one time we find 
him concurring on motives of prudence (jT), 
at another, when his acquiescence appears to 
have been required on the ground of obliga- 
tion, we behold him rejecting with deter- 
mined perseverance (^). To the Gentiles, 
who were without the Mosaic laWy he became 
as without that law. - Not only did he asso- 
ciate with them unreservedly, without regard 
to the ceremonial distinctions which had kept 
asunder the Israelite and the men of every 
other nation ; but he publicly withstood F eter 
to the face y when that apostle, under an in- 
cidental impression of timidity, fearing them 
which were of the circumcision^ withdrew and 
separated himself hoMi the Gentiles, and thus 
virtually compelled them io live as did the 
yews{h). Not only did Saint Paul uniformly 
pronounfce the Gentiles exempt from any tie 
x)f conformity to Jewish institutions; but 
he strenuously exhorted them to resist every 
Judaizing teacher who. would impose upon 
them the yoke of bondage ^ and to standfast in 

(/) Act5, XVI. 3/, {^) G^l. il 3—5. 

(if) Gal. ii. 1 1 — 14. 
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the liberty wherewith Christ hath made them 
free{i). Is it asked in what maimer to the 
weak became he as weak? Hear him, after 
that he has established the lawfulness of eat- 
ing meat which had been offered to idols and 
was sold for food, declaring, that, if by par- 
taking of that meat he should wound the cm^ 
science of his weak brethren^ and lead them 
to eat of it notwithstanding their scruples, 
he would eat no meat while the world standethj 
lest he should maKe his brother to offend [K). Is 
it enquired in what respect he made himself 
servant unto all? He specifically answers for 
himself, by making the gospel of Christ with- 
put charge to his converts ; by not only not 
abusing^ but by not usingy the power with 
which he was invested by the ordinance of 
the Lord Jesus, that they which preach the 
gospel should live of the gospel ; by labouring 
night and day^ because he would not be charge- 
able unto any^ and ministering with his own 
hands, unto bis necessities^ . and to the necessities 

' ft 

of them that were with him (/). Thus then it 
was that Saint Paul was made all things to 
(til men^ that he might by all means save some. 
In things which were innocent, and either 



(i) Gal. V. I. (i) I Con viii. 7 — 13. 

(/) 1 Cor. ix. 12. 14, ?5, i8| 79. I Thcw, ii, 6,9, Acts, 

on 
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on occasions when things innocent could 
not be misconstrued, or under precautions 
•which should prevent any injurious miscon- 
ception, he delighted to manifest a spirit of 
accommodation and compliance yor the sakt 
ef the Gospel. For the sake of the Gospel he 
^adly receded from his privileges and rights, 
and subjected himself to spontaneous hard- 
ships. Such conduct he not only exempli- 
fied, but recommended. But how imfair, 
how perverted, is the reasoning, which . ar- 
gues from things innocent in themselves, 
and so circumstanced as to be free from any 
incidental tendency to mislead, to things in 
their nature wrong, or, if abstractedly indif- 
ferent, likely, at the moment, to lend cgun-^ 
tcnance to sin or to error ! How ignorant, 
bow blind, the reasoner,, who imagines that 
he can deduce from the practice or from the- 
writings of St. Paul any licence to do evil 
that good may come. 

Throughout the preceding, discussion it 
has been folly admitted, that the motive 
alleged on behalf of a departure from moral 
rules, namely, that good might be accom- 
plished by means of the deviation, was the 
true motive. The admission was not more 
than equitable. The arguments of those 
who plead for the deviation would not 

B 8 4 otherwise 
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otherwise have been fairly met. Yet it be- 
hoves every person who feels himself dis-. 
posed to contend for liberty to do evil, in 
some . particular then before him, on the 
plea of producing good, to beware lest he 
deceive himself as to his motive. Let him 
scrutinize it to the bottom. It may be what 
it professes it to be : and if the scrutiny as- 
certain it so to be, though the vindication of 
the motive will net in any degree avail as to 
warranting him to do the evil, he will have 
the satisfaction of being assured of his sin- 
cerity. But let him not be surprised if the 
result be the detection of some other motive 
lurking in the heart, and governing the 
judgement. Let him not be surprised if the 
purpose, which he had ascribed to a cordial 
desire of promoting the divine glory by the 
furtherance of good, should prove to have 
originated in a secret hankering after evil ^ in 
a selfish thirst for the profit, the conveni- 
ence, the gratification, to be obtained by 
transgression. And no marvel: for Satan 
himself is transformed into an angel of light. {m). 
A motive which -impels to tampering with a 
commandment of God is always a proper 
object of suspicion. It may be only erro-* 
neous : but very commonly it is sinfuL • 

(m) 2 Cor. XI. 74. 

It 
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It is in a seeming transformation, as it 
were, of Satan into an angel of lights that the 

* attraction of the principle now combated 
resides. The evil no longer appears evil. 
It has changed its shape, its hue, ostensibly 
its very nature. It has assumed the form of 
piety towards God, of benevolence towards 
man. Then the deviation from the scrip- 
tural precept is intended to be but small : 
or, at any rate, it will be inconsiderable in 
comparison with the bei)efit proposed. Thus 
departures from truth, which, it is said, will 
not only produce no mischief, but will spare 
the party interested some disquiet, are not 
scrupled. To win the favour of an indi- 
vidual by the assiduities of flattery, by hu- 
mouring his unjustifiable prepossessions, by 
conniving at some sinful habit in wljich he 
indulges, all being done for some good pur- 
pose in reserve, is deemed allowable. Is a 
subscription to be extracted from him? He 
is complimented against conscience . on his 
known generosity. Or the importance or 
the distress of the case is magnified. Or the 
anticipated liberality of others is rated be- 

^ yond probability. Is he to be roused to 
some public exertion ? His influence is co- 
loured to him too highly. He is assured 
that all men are looking to hira ; that if he 

shews 
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shavs himsjelf in eamesf, success is certain. 
Some persons again fall into habits of acqui- 
escence in immoral proceedings, or of parti- 
cipation to a certain degree in worldly vices, 
for the alleged purpose of ingratiating them^- 
selves with the neighbourhood, and obtain- 
ing interest which may be employed to carry 
some beneficial measure into effect* Others 
enter into fashionable dissipation, professing 
that it shall be but little, thAr convictions 
at the same time remonstrating against that 
little, on the plea of introducing their chil- 
dren to some knowledge of the world, or of 
placing them in the way of forming advan- 
tageous connections. It is, perhaps, among 
systematic partisans in political life that the 
principle of doing evil that good may come 
is the most frequently seen without disguise. 
The prevalence of the party espoused is pro- 
nounced essential to the welfare of the 
country. Every proceeding therefore, it is 
Inferred, is to be conducted with a view to 
the support of that party. Measures in 
themselves unobjectionable, if brought for- 
ward by the adverse party, are to be discoitfi- 
tcnanoed, lest their success should elevate tht 
ifttrodacers of them in public estimation. 
The More creditable they promise to be, thfc 
more nai^rdwly aare they td be wMcfhed in ^ 

points. 
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points, the more closely are they to be at- 
tacked in every assailable point ; as in pro- 
"^portion to the real or imagined utility the 
authors of them would become the more 
firmly established in power. If a proposi- 
tion brought forward on behalf of the party 
to which an individual has attached himself 
be revolting to his judgment : still he is 
informed that he is bound to uphold it. 
Not the particular measure, but the general 
interest of the party, is primarily to be re- 
garded. Would he promote the defeat and 
the disgrace of his friends ? Would he 
strengthen the hands of their enemies, the 
enemies of his country ? Delinquents of his 
own party he must defend to the farthest 
verge of possibility : those of the other he 
must hunt down to the last gasp. Such, in 
the language of. determined partisans, is the 
line of conduct which approves itself to the 
enlightened political conscience. To scruple 
that line is narrowness of mind, * is bigotry, 
is ignorance of life. How different are the 
principles of party from those of scriptural 
wisdom, equity, and justice ! How different 
its proceedings from those of ^z;^ Israelite in-- 
deed^ in whom there is no guile ! 

The progress of evil is always down a 
declivity. In few of the paths oftransgres- 

sion 
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twsi II lie cr-:ll-r":j :z:^re iteep or more slip- 
perv, tlan in the tr^ck of doino: evil that 
goc-i miT rr^ne. In this track the devia- 
t.:.r:5, whtiher respecting the concerns of 
f i:iv^:e or of public iiie, from the line of 
5crlp:unl rectimde, v-iil take place, not, as 
in other paths, against principle, but upon 
prir.c:p!e : not against u;e reclamations of 
ccnscience, but with the sanction of a mis- 
giiided conscience. The step is not ha- 
zarded with alarm, but advanced with con- 
lidtnce and complacency. 

Neither are we to forget, in estimating 
the pernicious effects of the prmciple before 
us, that it will on many occasions delude a 
mind, over which a temptation to evident 
sin would no: then ha\-e prevailed. Evil in- 
its native sh^ would have been abhorred ; 
under the siciciince of good it is che- 



In th'triv CjC counterpoise to the attrao 
tion<, v.S:ai <m2 thus decked with borrowed 
crna.nKr.t$ jc^ssses, let it be observed, tl»t 
the anxov-nt o:" rfss temporary advantages to 
be obti-nicd H iccing wrong for the purpose 
ot pr<N:uor>^ iiocvl, tails very far short of that 
which cxivcrACton anticipated. In its ulti- 
KUtc cor^kvixsnces, this practice, in common 
\\:'th ex-cry other practice at variance with the 

declared 
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declared will of God, is, on the whole, de- 
cidedly and deeply hostile to human happi- 
ness. In its immediate objects, in the par- 
ticular ends which it seeks to attain at the 
moment, it is continually failing, entirely or 
partially. The fact is, that when once a 
person is understood as having adopted. \h& 
principle, he is suspected in individual .case$ 
of acting upon it. He commits the evil, 
but docs not attain the. good. If he dep^t 
from veracity with the view of cgncj^Iing 
unwelcome truth ; he is not credited impli- 
citly, perhaps is not credited at all. If he 
acquiesce or concur in. wrong proceedings, 
in order to ingratiate himself with meji, 
whose favour he designs to turn to jthe fur- 
therance of some useful purpose^ the 4i$spr 
probation which mdnywill feel respecting 
the means employed by him wiU impair jtu^ 
general influence, and thwiart his suecess> 
If he be exerting himself. with vehemence as 
a politician ; his praise and his censiire will 
lose much of their force even on the; stage 
of party, and more in the opinion of the 
public. '."■"...'. 

As remedies directly opposed to the, ma- 
Hady, there are two rules, which appear spe- 
cially deserving of attention. . .: 

First: let it be remembered, that the es- 

sence 
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sence of sin consists not in the injury to 
man, but in the disobedience to God. Sin 
is the transgression of the Law {n). The Law 
undoubtedly proclaims, Thou shah love tby 
neighbour as thyself: and He wb$ loves God 
must love his brother also {0). But let no man 
imagine that he is at Hberty to indulge his 
love for himself, or to manifest love to his 
neighbour, by transgression of the Law. As 
there are so many offences, the visible and 
immediate effects of which are injurious to 
man; and as human laws, watching over 
the peace and welfare of society, proportion 
punishment according to the measure of 
outward injury produced by the offence: 
men are apt hastily to consider sin as con- 
sisting chiefly in that injury ; and are thus 
the more easily persuaded, that when a de- 
partui*e from a divine precept is adopted for 
the purpose of relieving our neighbour from 
present trouble, or of securing an object 
which we deem likely to prove beneficial to 
him, it ceases to be sinful. Scriptural views 
of Ac essential nature* of sin extricate us 
.from this delusion, and from its practical 
tcndt^cies to evil. 

Secondly: Have faith in God. Entrust 
to Him the consequences which are to ensue 

from 
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from tlue faithful observance of His coihh * 
mandments. Be assured that He has fore- 
seen all of them from eternity ; that, fore- 
knowing all of them, He promulgated Hia 
laws. Be assured that all His laws, with all 
their consequences, are the result of Infinite 
Wisdom : that the beneficial tendency of all 
those laws, and of all their consequ^ices to 
those who obey the laws, is rendered certain 
by Infinite Power. Harbour not thcr pre- 
sumptuous imagination, that there is any 
one of His laws, the punctual observance of 
which, in the fulness of its real extent can be 
in any case otherwise than conducive to good. 
Venture not on the wild endeavour to pro« 
ducc good by refusmg or curtailing obedi« 
ence to anyone of His injunctions. Thefoal^ 
isbness of God is wiser than men: and the weaJk^ 
ness of God is stronger than men {p) ! Havd 
feith. in God; and you wiil follow Hint 
through dark paths by the light of His wond; ♦ 
A tree is known by, its fruits. I close this 
investigation of the principle, to do evil that 
good may come^ by setting before you from 
the Scriptures an example of its influence; 
an example, which not , only establishes the 
intimate connection subsisting between that 
principle and the system of: general 
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diency, but displays the principle as deter- 
mining the perpetration of the most tremen- 
dous sin ever committed upon earth. The 
Pharisees and the chief priests, who had long 
been bent on the destruction of our Lord, but 
at a loss, on account of the reverence with 
which he was regarded by the people, in what 
manner to effect it, were roused by indigna- 
tion and alarm, on perceiving how greatly 
that reverence was strengthened and extended 
by the miracle of raising Lazarus. They 
gathered a council^ and said \ What do wef For 
this man doeth many miracles. If we let him 
thus alone ^ all men will believe in him : and the 
Romans shall come^ and take away both our place 
and nation {q). The critical moment seemed 
to them to be arrived. The emergency ap- 
peared to call for the meditated blow. Yet 
how were they to strike it ? How were they 
to stiike it with safety to themselves ? They 
all dreaded to provoke the multitude. Some 
of them, as there are grounds for conclud- 
ing, had qualms of conscience as to ad- 
vancing the entire length of putting to death 
an individual whose unblemished life they 
could not impeach, whose miracles they 
could not but acknowledge. Irresolution 
pervaded the assembly. Then one of them^ 

(q) John, xi. 471 48. 

named 
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Mmd Caia^msi. i being: itbe. Hr^ .Stiqt ythut 
' Mpr ^ear^ smd^ unto tiemj^ : TTejbio'w miiMg ht 
aiit nor amsidgf' that ^ is expe^mt.fklr iis, 
tiat sme man jhadd die far the feoplAy jjmd'tbut 
tbe "whole natiak parish mt{r)l ■ ^Beoause, '^s 
iitgh Piiest, he stood at the iiead Hi tfie 
fewiEh comraenweallfh, it qpftrasi^ iGbcl ;^ "to 
d^Ji;de% His Hoily Spirit ^^gitagblhi 
which this wretch (^xpres86<i his ^esiaUe 
cminsdi^ that hid words^ uiacoosci^nsly to 
himself^ iavohred a dedanttioti ^f l^e mo- 
mentous truth, that the atoning death of 
Jesus was indispensable to the salvation of 
mankind ; a prophecy that Jesus should die for 
that natioHy and not for that nation only^ but 
that also he should gather together in one the 
children of God that were scattered abroad (j). 
But what was the counsel which Caiaphas 
intended to convey? It was as though he 
had thus addressed his colleagues : " Ye 
blind and. timid politicians! How gross 
is your ignorance! How shortsighted is 
your fear ! Do you hesitate between the 
alternative of destroying this man; or 
of bringing upon yourselves and your 
country, by passiveness under his im- 
pious and rebellious pretensions, the ex- 
terminating armies of Rome ? Does 

(r) John, xi. 49» S©* {') John, xi. 51, 52. 

c c ^ expediency 
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^ expediency admit a moment's doubt? 
" What if Aere be danger from the people ? 
^^ It must be hazarded to escape greater 
<< danger. What if the man be undeserving 
<* of death ? He must die, that we may not 
« all be destroyed : we must do evil that 
<* good may come." What was the e&ct of 
this reasoning ? Then from that d^ forth they 
took counsel together to put him to death {t). 
Behold the maturity of the principle ! Be<^ 
ware lest you cherish it in the bud ! 

(/y%ohn, XI. 53, 
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SERMON XX. 

On the Superiority of Moral Conduct 
required in Christians, 



Matth. v. 47. 
What do Te more than btberst 

TPHERE is no truth which in the word of 
God is more plainly declared under 
various forms than this : that Jesus Christ 
gave himself for us that be might redeem us 
from aU iniquity ^ and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people^ zealous of good works {a). 
Christians are to be, like their Master^ 
separate from sinners {b). They are to shine 
as lights in the world {c). They are not to be 
conformed to the world (d) : but to be crucified 

(a) Tit. 11. 14. (*) 2 Cor. vi. ly. Hcbr. vii. atf. 

(0 Philipp. u. 15. (^) Rom. xiL 2. 

C C 2 to 
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to the world {e) i to crucify the flesh with its 
affections and lusts {f) : to make manifest their 
conviction that the friendship of the world is 
enmity witk God-, thqt if any man love the 
worldj the ' tove of the Father is not in him i^ 
that whosoever will be the friend of the worlds is 
the enemy of God ( g) . That these things ott 
written in the Scriptures no man undertakes 
to deny. But it is one thing to acknowledge 
the existence of sciiptural precept ; another, 
to obey it. The deceitfulness of sin is scarce- 
ly ever exerted with greater activity and ar- 
tifice than in attempts to evade the force of 
unwelcome truth. Tfiat which can be con- 
troverted is controverted* That which\tannot 
be disputed is turned aside. Specious objec- 
tions iare Yi\spil against the true ijiterpretsidd^n 
of tl>e passage. Qr plausible di$tinf t^piis are 
$ck ^p to sh?w thpt the pasaagQ, wi»i;qver l>e 
tte interpretation of it, .dpgs not rejliJ^tptattSr 
Thufi whoa flpien indisposed to ger^up^e xelir 
gion hear the solemn declaiation gf pur Lord^ 
that, except a man jie born agai^ of wjft^r iomjf 
of the Spirit,., 'be fannpf ent^ into the ii^jiknf 
if Gad'j when they hear the Holy Ghos^ 
affirming by the lips of the apostle, that W9 
must put on the new man^ that we must be 

(/r) Gal. vi. 14. (/) Qal. v. 24. 

[g) James, iv« 4* i John, ii. 15. 

nen» 
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new creatures y created in Christ Jesus after His 
i^^g^ih) ; they immediately labour to free 
themselves from the plain meaiflngof adbctFine 
so odious to the natural prid6 of our heart?.- 
Sometimes they affirm that the transforma- 
tion required is only a moral amendment of 
Certain parts of our conduct, a relinquish- 
ment of some gross sins to which we may have 
bcjcn subgect. When presjsed with the fotce 
and the comprehenamnes's of the eXpj^easiohs; 
when constiained to admit that, if language 
like this is to be frittened down to signify any 
thing short of a total changei of a- completely 
new heart, there is 60 nleaning in words: 
then they contend V that such a thaiige may 
perhaps be required iii an atheist!, in. & mur- 
derer, or iifi some other Mtormous offender t 
but neither is nor can have beeawcessjaiyjiii 
such decent characters as^thwiselves. SOjijae^ 
times they take a Shorter dourse ; and nroiJi^ 
tain that the passage prbiiduneing that, un« 
}e^ a man be born again^ he ic^aitnOt see the 
Idhgdbm of Odd, and all othi^r passages of the 
same kind, have no rclsjtion whatever .to 
chiifetSan countries in middfejo times/ " To 
^^;the J«ws," they ckdiaim, ;^' 4nd. to «^ 
** heathen alt thihgfe were to become new; 
" They were to abandon their fpjljler opir 

(/(}JbHD9ttii« ^. Bphes. iir.^3^ 24«, CoLHr. x<k » Oor. vv 17. 

' c c 3 nions. 
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" nions, thdr former practices, their former 
" ordinances, their former grounds of dc- 
** pendence. They were to receive new ob- 
*' jects of worship, new doctrines, new laws, 
" a new name, new modes of life and con- 
** duct. Of these men it might well be 
*^ said that they must be bora again, created 
•' afresh. But in a man who has^ been 
brought up from his childhood in the 
knowledge of Christianity, no change of 
this nature can take place. To us therefore 
the expressions in question are of no mo- 
ment, have no reference." Such is that 
Kvisdom of this worlds which is foolishness with 
God ! Professing to become wise^ we become 
fools (1). Look to the reason which our 
Saviour adds, when he has declared that, 
except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God ; That which is born of the fiesb is 
flesh {k) : that which is derived from a cor- 
rupt stock is itself corrupt : that which Ai^ 
scends from fallen Adam, inherits his de- 
praved nature. Prove yourself not to be 
descended from Adam : and then, and then 
only, will it be possible that you may enter 
into Heaven, without being born again of 
the Spirit. 

(i) I Cor* iii* ig« Rom* !• lu (I) JobSi iii. 6. 

II When 
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When the ministers of the gospel proclaim, 
according to the charge laid upon them, that 
the servants of the Lord Jesus are to be sepa- 
rate and distinguished from the world ^ the 
folly of the unhumbled heart is equally ready 
with his objections. " The world," it cries, 
^^ from which men were ordered to come 
out, to which they were not to be con- 
formed, to which they were to be craci- 
fied, was the Jewish and Heathen world. 
" Of that world what were the characteristic 
" features? Pride, sensuality, injustice, fraud, 
" selfishness, envy, malice, idolatry, and 
" the rest of the family of sin. That such 
*^ a world was to be abjured, is no wonder. 
** But the world of the present day, the 
" world with which we have to do, is a 
Christian world. The state of things is 
in a great measure changed : and a corres- 
ponding change is of course made in our 
obligations." Look then to the reason 
subjoined by St. John to shew why the love 
of the world is irreconcilable with the love of 
God : For all that is in the worlds the lust of 
the Jlesh^ and the lust of the eyes^ and the pride 
of life y is not of the Father (/). Is not this a 
reason which will apply equally to every man 

c c 4 to 
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to the end of time ? But the concessions con- 
tained in the very objection which is com- 
bated are sufficient. Let it have been once 
acknowledged that pride, and sensuality, and 
injustice, and fraud, and selfishness, and envy, 
and maMce, and the rest of the family of sin 
must be abjured ; and there will no longcc 
remain a question whether the world of the 
present day must be renounced. 

Concluding th«i that the applicability to 
every man of the question addressed by our 
Saviour to his immediate followers. What do 
ye more than others^ will now be recognised ; 
we may proceed to deduce from it, under 
His blessing, some pf the instruction which 
it conveys. 

Let us, in the first place, consider the 
question as proposed to persons, who pro* 
fessing themselves to be Christians, are living 
in flagrant sin, What do ye more than others ? 
What do ye more than the Jews or the Hea-r 
then did ? Did they live practically without 
God in the world? So dp you, Were they 
punk in sensuality ? So are you. Were they, 
full of evil tempers and passions ? So are you. 
Did they surrender their hearts to this world ? 
So do you. Did they set Jesus Christ at 
nought? So do you, Did they crucify 
\Wm ? you crucify to yoursches: the Son of God 

afresh^ 
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afresh^ and put Him to open shame [m). Did 
they resist the Holy Spirit ? Even so also yc 
han)e done despite to the Spirit of grace («). 
Behold how strong the resemblance is be- 
tween you, and the Jews and Heathen of 
old, who, loving their sins, would not come 
unto Christ that they might hofuc life. Because 
they persisted in loving their sini, and in 
refusing to eome unto Christ for pardon and 
sanctification, and life eternal : the wrath of 
God abode upon them, vengeance and condem- 
nation ate come upon them to the uttermost^ 
If this was their doom, what shall be yours? 
But perhaps you are saying within yourselves j 
♦^ We cannot indeed deny, that we are guilty 
of many of the offences, which arc also laid 
to the charge of the Jews and the Hea^ 
•* then, ' But from some of their iniquities 
?* we are entirely free. And when we falli 
" into sins of the same class with those which 
*' they committed, we do not by any means 
*' transgress to so great an extent as they 
*' transgressed* We are confident also that wc 
^^ frequently perform various good actions, 
*^ which they, pdrfoimed seldom, if at aU."; 
Now if hd whb hateth his. brother is 9 
piwdercf } if fee vrho indiilgcth an wehasto 
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eye is an adulterer; if the glutton, if the 
Covetous man, if he who worships any 
worldly object whatever, is an idolater; if, 
in short, the law of God be viewed in the 
comprehensive and spiritual meaning accord- 
ing to which the sermon of our Lord on the 
mount, and other portions of Scripture, teach 
us that the commands are to be interpreted 
and ,that we shall be judged 5 you, whoever 
you may be, who are living in habitual sin, 
will not easily, I fear, prove yourselves free 
from any of the wickednesses which ruined 
the sinners of ancient days. Nor would you 
find upon a fair enquiry so clear an advantage 
on your side as you expect, with regard to 
the less extent to which you proceed in 
particular sins, when you compare yourselves 
with transgressors of old time, or with regard 
to your superiority in good deeds. But not 
to insist, largely and unanswerably as it 
might be done, on this argument j reflect how 
much brighter is the light, how much greater 
arc the benefits, how much more urgent are 
the motives, in the face of which you trans- 
gress, than the light, the benefits, and the 
motives, against which either the Heathen 
or the Jews were hardened. You have not 
been brought up in the worship of wood and 
stone. You have not been trained in a de- 
pendence 
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pcndencc on burthensome ceremonies and 
shadowy sacrifices ; nor taught to imagine 
from your cradle that yourselves only are the 
people of God. You are not encompassed 
with the terrors of scourging, and bonds, and 
death for conscience sake. You have had the 
gospel open to you from your childhood. 
You have never been tempted to look to any 
other religion for salvation. You live in an 
age and a country in which Christianity ' is 
respected ; in which a zealous profession of 
Christian doctrine, and a faithful confor- 
mity to Christian precepts, can bring upon 
you in any common case few troubles be- 
yond that idle ridicule and contempt from 
worldly men, to which it is a mockery to 
transfer the name of persecution. If the sin- 
ful Jews and Heathen were condemned j what 

^^is the doom in reserve for you ? 

In the next place ; a large class among man- 
kind consists of persons of decent life and re- 
putable character, but of minds devoted to 
the world. To such persons let me address 

- the (^(feestion in the text. What do ye more than 
others ? What do ye more than open sinners ? 
Some superiority it is admitted that you 
have. But what is the amount ? You abstain 
from scandalous vices. Your lives are, with- 
in wider or narrower limits, moral. Your 

conver- 
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conversation is decorous; your deportrtient 
orderly. You do not encourage others in 
flagrant sin. You attend frequently, per- 
haps regularly, the ordinances of religion. 
But are you in any considerable degree more 
spiritually-minded than those who are openly 
vicious. Is not your forbearance from par- 
ticular sins principally to be ascribed to their 
being discreditable ; or to their htmg pemi* 
clous to your health j or to their producing 
expences which you cannot conveniently 
afford; or to their not being such as ybil 
have any strong inclination to commit ? Is tiot 
your heart in reality as much set as that of 
the open sinner upon worldly objects, though 
on objects of a different kind from his ? Or 
are not you perhaps as much the, slave of 
fashion, as the drunkard is of wine ? Or are 
not you almost as earnest to gain conse^*^ 
quence, as the thief is to rob? Or afe not 
you nearly as watchful to heap up riches, zi 
the cheat is to defraud ? Or are not you as 
ready to indulge pride, as the false, witncsi is 
to forswear himself? In the heart of thd 
open sinner the love of God clearly does not 
reign. Where is the evidence that it reignS 
in your heart ? The open siniicr lives not 
to Christ, but to himself. Where is thd 
proof that you are living unta Christ ? 

Let 
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JLet j^ yf<?f:<As pf oUr Sftviour be bow pro- 
posed to i^r^pns y^o are reidly religioui:; 
^^^ ^f yf^Mori^. than others ? What do y* 
m^r:^ tjl^^9t^()$qsfit people (^ the woiM? 
Mpj^, ntftiift^tlyjrtore, be it gladly acknow- 
ledged. Si*t is the diflference ncaiiy w£at it 
Qiijig^t to .bpv? . You are loss solicitous, for ex- 
af^p}^^ th^ thig mo9t respectiaHe of the class 
of 4yorldly-4jiinded men tp accumulate wealth. 
^V^t is th<^ ^^tisctioxi between you and them 
in thU partieuJ^ by any means proporti&ned 
to th? , ijifiertnce between your respecti^. 
prkicipk^? Is your unconcern as to richei 
leaiiifestjy such as becomes a man who 
pdiofesse? it to be his duty not to lay up trea-^ 
suxfs vpont earthy but in heaven 5 ; to labour mf 
fur fi>e m^at that, perhbetb, but for that meat 
*wMch endureth unto everlasting life ? You arc 
Ipps '^^idu^.than men oiF the world for ease^ 
'^nd &I pnaise, .and for pre-eminence. But i^ 
yftWi^^ndqctas to these points as much supe- 
AQf t^-theirsasyx>ur principles are totheirprin- 
ciplesj. Js it such as becomes men who profess 
mt to mind earthlythings ; whose declared rule 
it' is to set their affections on things above ^ not en 
things of the earth? In the management of youf 
family, in the education and the settlement oiF 
y«ir children,' is there evidently that high re- 
gaid to religion and the concerns of ctermty; 

that 
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that abstinence from the appearance qf evil, 
that opposition to wicked or foolish fashions^ 
that freedom from selfishness and ambition; 
which become the avowed servants of Jesus 
Christ; which become those who are c(xn« 
manded to let their moderation be known unto 
all men J because the Lord is at band? Is your 
benevolence such as to shew that you are fol- 
lowers of a Master, who has declared .that 
it is more blessed to give than to receive ; who 
has commanded you to love your neighbour as 
yourself \ who has pronounced love fro^i one 
to another to be among the distinguishing 
marks, by which all men are to know that 
you are his disciples? Are the tempers of 
mind which you manifest in your own house- 
holds, in your transactions with others, in 
your general demeanor, such as befit the dis- 
ciples of Him who was meek and lowly ik 
hearty who laid down His life for His ene- 
mies ? My brethren ! I fear that, in several 
of the particulars which have been mentioned^ 
persons who are sincere in their religious 
profession frequently are not a little defective. 
I fear that frequently they are so defective, as by 
1510 means to do more than others. I fear that 
it is not very uncommon for the children of 
this world acting upon their low and erro- 
neousprinciples, upon the prin^pleof honour, 

or 
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or some kindred rule equally referring to the 
opinion of man instead of the will of God, 
or from motives of worldly interest, or from 
the impulse of mere good humour and in- 
stinctive feeling, to put many religious peo- 
ple to shame : to display on some occasions 
. more chastised tempers, to exercise a stricter 
command over their inclinations, to shew 
forth more abundant liberality, more practical 
kindness, even through the influence of pride, 
or of selfishness, or at the very best of that 
natural affection which the yery brutes arc 
every day seen to manifest, than servants of 
Jesus Christ then evinced from love and gra- 
titude to their Redeemer. If these things be 
in any respect so : can it be said of you, that 
you adorn the doctrine of God your Saviour in 
all things ? Wfccn worldly men excel you, 
when they equal you, when they come near 
to you, in those qualities which it is the 
office of religion to nourish, which it is the 
glory of religion to advance to* perfection : 
where is then the effect of faith ? Where at 
that time are the fruits of the Spirit ? Where 
are the signs of grace ? ^here is the evidence 
of a renewed heart ? 

We may learn from the reflections which 
have presented themselves the folly of judg- 
ing of our own ways by the proceedings of 

others. 



«c 

€€ 
ii 
%< 
C€ 

€t 



400 On the Superiority t^Mord Conduct 

ofhei s* There Is no fnode of judging moM 
general. '* Why am i rebuked widi soxnudi 
severity," cries the open sinner ? ^^ I act 
only as is the practice of nuiR^)er6 \ as 
is natural to my age % as is consistent v^kh 
my situation. Nay, if it be necessa-ry, I 
can point out nlaoy persons, and tfao^e in 
veiy fair estimation, . whose daairacter and 
conduct will not bear a comparison with 
mine."— " My protecdings," says the de- 
cent man of the world, ^' arc irr^roachabk« 
'* Look at the most respectfli)le people in i»y 
** line of life, or even above it. In what 
^ point am I disgi'aced by a comparison 'with 
^^ them? I may indeed have my J^ings^: 
^^ but so have all men. My faults .arc as 
" few, and my virtues at least as many, as 
** those of the most honourable men. With 
" this reflection surely I may be satisfied." 
— The secret language even of religious men 
not unfrequently breathes the same spirit.— ^ 
'< I am as strict in all things as other meo 
" who are allowed to be sincerely pious. Iti 
** my habits of life, in my apparel, aiid 
** other personal expences, in the whole 
" course of my domestic arrangements, I de- 
** sire only to do as propriety requires. Do 
" not I act conformably to Christian modcb- 
'^ ration? Assuredly I do not go beyond 

2 " the 
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^^ ^tlie example of my religious neigHBburS, 

^^ whose iftcomes are inferior to miile/ AVhy 

"is k thought that m' such a trans- 

^ 'Action, I shewed -unwarrantkbte solicitude 

• ' ■'■■■■' \ • 

V , for my interest,- and that of my family ? 

" I. Ithow that'itttdcf similar circumstances 
'^^s'everal of my Christian friends have felt 
" greatei: anxiety. When I lately was treat- 
'^ed injuriously, did not I bear the treaif^ 
^*' ihent with commendable patience ? "I saw a 
^' pious man of acknowledged calmness ex- 
" perience a less provocation, and he evi- 
^ dently was much more irritated." My 
brethren! whenever we perceive ourselves 
very earnest to seek in the conduct of others a- 
justification of our own f let lis suspect pur- 
selves of being desirous to discover an excuse 
for some unch|||(tian conformity to the world. 
The suspicion may not always be well found- 
fed : but there is always a probability of its 
truth sufficient to require that we should ex- 
amine our hearts. This fact at least is cer- 
tain : that if you judge yourself by human 
practice, in your folly and disobedience you 
hazard your sdul. You forsake the rule, 
which God has appointed to be your guide: 
and you despise His commandment, which 
enjoins joxx to walk by that rule alone. 
We learn farther, the importance of watch- 
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ing over the motives of our whole conduct, 
even of those branches of it which appear to 
us the fairest. Wc perceive, what self-com- 
mand, what patience, what exertion, - what 
sacrifices of time, what liberality as to money, 
what a variety of other ap|>arently good qua- 
lities and actions, are maiyfcsted by men of 
the world from worldly motives. Let^ us be- 
ware lest the qualities and actions on account 
oif which . we judge favorably of ourselves 
should spring from no higher principles. 
Ul:at do IV mere than others ? If ye love . them 
v/vV/»Myvw, u'hat reward b^ve ye? Don^t 
evea tie publicans the same ? If ye do good to 
tbcm v:kick do good to yow^ what thank have ye? 
F:r sinners also do even the same {o). IjJqt only 
the decent men of the world, but even flagrant 
suu\ei*s, men who h^ve^ '^I9h^^^ ^X ^^^ ^l^^r 
ttcui:hts, are capable of attaming on earthy 
motives many proper dispositions arid much 
external rectitude of conduct. But, it is, be- 
cause they have not God in all their thpijghts, 
because it is not for the sake^jof ;Gpd,;fqr the 
sake of pleasing Him, for the sake of , obey- 
ing Hii^^j ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ giving piioof oJF 
their love to Him, that they do things ; right 
in themselves, but from some other motive j 
it is for this very reason that they are np|:;ac- 

(<?) Matth. V. 46. Luke, vi. 33, . ' v 1'/ 
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cepted of God; The deed which is not per- 
formed for His sake is ho offering of servici^ 
to Him. However right it may be in its out;- 
\iv:afd character j yet, because it is. no t^j^ea 
of love to Him, it will obtain from Him. 
neither reward nor acceptance; , 

Some,perhaffe,maybe,dispos€4 toask; ^^HoVK, 
imucb must we do more than others r, Hear, in. 
Words subjoined to the text, the reply of yow 
Saviour t Be ye ferfecti even as, your Faib^^ 
^incb h in Iteaven is perfect. So soon as^yOtl 
discern an inclination to be sinful^ reprs*s lU 
So soon as ybu discover a practicfc; tdi/bft 
Unchristian, abandon it. vlf you kiMw^tbalx 
5rou have omitted a ^uty^ perform it* v ' If 
hitherto you havt discharged it imperfectly^ 
henceforth discharge it thoroughly. j4s He 
who bath caUed^fim is holy y so be ye holy in kU 
banner of conversation : because it is written^ 
Be ye boiy^ for I am holy (/)* Count not. your-^ 
iself under any circumstances £i/rf^^ to have 
"attained^ neither to. be already perfect. But 
this one thing, do: forgetting those things kvbicb 
are behind ^ and reaching forth unto those things 
nvhich are before^ press towards the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ y£siisl 
/Nay let as thany as be perfect y as many as in 
singleness of heart are labouring to advance 
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nfcarer 'and nearer to the perfect .pattern of 
tbeir-Lord, and even tliey who have made 
tRe ^atest progress in imitating^ it, be thus 
fnind^d{q). Let thfem be ashamed for their 
^*ilvouS deficiencies ; let them unceasingly 
strive to abound in the fruits of the Spirit. 
Let them give to v the grace of God the praise 
df bII kihef^etinto tbey ban)e already attained z 
dfiSd l>4bitiiate themselves in the strength -of 
dW'ine^graCe alone t© %valk by the same i-ule^ to 
Unrtdtlk^ame things for the time to come. 
Sb shall >humility, while it surveys . the . na- 
fltt-ai inai^ility of man^ prove itself a powerful 
itocitemcnt to ^xirtio^ 
'^ I When a person who Delieves himsdf to be in 
earnest upon the subject of wligion, exaftiines 
*whai hi does more than others ; the enquiiy, 
whatever be its result, ought^to quicken his 
solicitude that his example may be instru- 
mental to their salvation. There are three 
succcssiw steps, by which a truly Christian 
Ulc contributes, under the grace^ of God, to 
lead irreligious men who are witnesses of it 
into the paths of the gospel. 

In the first place, the consistent servant of 
Christ lives down the prejudices, which the, 
unrighteous harbour against htm, and the 
slanders which tliey spread to his disadvan- 

{q) Philip, lii. 12— 16. 
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tage. An evil world cannot love those, v^\^ 
. opeftlyand .radically differ from it in pri^y 
ciples and in conduct. Their motives it rpr 
gards as absurdity ; their conduct it feels as- a 
reproach. If y^ '^^re of the worlds said .our 
Lord to his disciples, the world nvould love its 
own : but because ye are not of the worlds there* 
' fore t}ye world hateth you. This hatred was 
manifested without delay and without me^r 
sure. Not only was the sword of persecur 
tion unsheathed against the early Christians 
in all parts of the known world, but enmity 
under every shape constantly pursued them. 
They were held up to general contempt and 
abhorrence. They were represented as fools, 
madmen, hypocrites, fanatics, atheists. The 
most detestable crimes were laid to thdr 
charge. Even the public calamities of wars, 
famines, earthquakes, and pestilences, wer^ 
affirmed by the heathen to be judgements 
brought down by the impieties of the Chris-r 
tians. The holy followers of the Lord Jesus 
were viewed with such prejudice and anti-^ 
pathy, that every accusation against them, 
however improbable, was eageily circulated, 
and believed. Under these circunjstances 
what was,.,&L Peter's injunction ? Ha'^e your 
conversation (your whole behaviour) honesty 
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evidently and uniforpily virtupus, among ibf 
iSrentiles. With well doing put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men. Have a gogd con^ 
iciencey tbatj whereas tffey speak evil of you a^ 
fvil dpers^ they may be ashamed who falsely ac^ 
fuse your good conversation in Christ (r). My 
brethren; he who in the present day will 
follow the Lord Jesus Christ feithfully and 
folly, cannot but be an object of dislike tq 
worldly-minded men, whether unbelievers or 
professed Christians. The true Christian 
iiow, like the true Christian of old, is not 
of the world : therefore the world will hate 
him as it hated its predecessors. Though 
among ourselves through, the mercy of God 
to his church, its enemies are restrained fron^ 
violence not only by the bands of law, but by 
the diffusion of a tolerant spirit ; they will 
shew thpir aversion by such means as are con-: 
sistent with the temper of the times. They 
will pour ridicule upon the true Christian. 
They will load him with opprobrjou? names. 
They will misrepresent his principles and his 
proceedings. They will listen greedily to ca^ 
lumnies against hiip, and diligently spread 
them far apd wide. How then is hp to conduct 
himself? As St. Peter arid the other apostles 

(r) I Pet.ii. 12—15* iii« f 5. 
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directed the Christians of early days to con- 
ductthemselves. Let him meekly but steadily 
hold his course, walking in the spirit of 
Christ. Let him exercise himself always to 
have a conscience void of offence towards 
God and towards men: and in all things 
to shew himself a pattern of good works, and 
to adorii the doctrine of God his Saviour. 
Thus shall they that are of the contrary part 
be ashamed, having no evil thing to sa:y of 
him* Accusations which have been proved 
false will cease to be repeated. New slanders 
will meet with little encouragement or credit, 
A life of consistent holiness will be acknow- 
ledged to be no fit subject for derision. ' Pre- 
judice-will give way on all isides; and 
will gradually be succeeded by respect and 
esteem. 

Such will be the first effect produced on 
nurhbers of those, who behold the good 
works of the persevering Christian. In many, 
an' additional effect will speedily follow. 
The good works which they behold they- will 
be induced in a greater or a less degree to imi-' 
tate. Good works are of such evident 'and 
substantial benefit both to the indi\aduals to-' 
wards whom they are performed, and 'to so- 
ciety at large; and all the virtues of a CHns-' 
tian life, when exemplified by a sincere and' 
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discreet follower of the Lord Jesus, are in 
themselves so amiable and attractive ; th^t if 
they are unavoidably observed for a length of 
time, an inclination to copy some at least of 
them can scarcely fail to arise. Hence it hap- 
pens that among persons who are far from 
embracing, fai- perhaps from discerning, the 
peculiar doctrines of the gospel, ' a signal 
improvement in morals is frequently the con-^ 
sequence of witnessing thfe excellent lives of 
men of religion » Greater strictness in point 
of integrity, takes place : greater warmth of 
benevolence is cultivated: gross vices are. 
abandoned : and the whole character assumes 
a more decent and commendable form. To 
have relinquished habits which Christianity 
forbids, and to have adopted practices which 
she requires } these are alterations which, even 
when they are the result of very imperfect 
motives, smooth the way to a genuine change 
of heart. 

The final effect by which the good works 
of the real Christian, continuallv beheld, 
often complete and crown the happy conse- 
quences already described, is that of opening 
the understandings and winning the hearts 
of men to those principles, from which the 
good works proceed. The beauty and the ex- 
cpll?nce of the fruit decisively recommend tlv; 
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tree on which it growSi^ l:!io longer yi^y^ 
ing the servant of Christ with prejudic^raq^ 
aversion, but looking up to him with resgect 
and attachment i no logger misreprejicnling 
his virtuous deeds, but .accustomed to; copy 
his example; his former opposers ar^ cop^? 
vinced that the religion, which is the pa- 
rent of uniform and stedfast holimess, must be 
from God : that the faith which thus worketh 
by love must be the genuine faith of Christ : 
that the path of the just which, as a shining^ 
light y shineth thus more and more unto the per^- 
feet dayy must be the path of salvation. The 
Gospel, which his life has contributed to 
illustrate, they examine with impaitiality, 
with humility, with devotion. To the doc- 
trines, of truth, which have conducted him to 
all his attainments, they yield a willing as-^ 
sent. They confess their own corruption, 
their own helplessness. They come unto Christ 
for life. From him they seek pardon and 
justification : from him they seek the renew- 
ing grace of his Holy Spirit. They live unto 
Christ who died for them. By faith, by obe- 
dience, by acting, by suffering, they glorify 
God 'throughout all the vicissitudes of their 
earthly day of visitation. And to the praise 
©f His glory shall be their salvation at last, 
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when they meet thdr Redeemer on his throne 
of Judgement. 

Let your light, niy brethren, so shine be- 
fore men that they may see your good works ; 
and, by sedng them, may be persuaded to 
^onfy your Father who is in heaven* 
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NOTE A. 

/^ ^^_ ■ to lessen the groMring and too just, ve^ 
f^ proach^ that in many of pur cities, and in the 
f^ crowded parts of ttie couptry^ our Ecclesiasticat 
^^ Establishment pq longer fumi3hes adequate space 
** within itsjQonsecrated walls, that the gospel may 
ff be preached to the poor." P« ^93? ' 

The hct noticed in the preceding lines is one of 
great and encreasmg importance. Some observa? 
tions relating to it, which could not have been sub- 
joined with propriety to the passage, have been 
' reserved, that they may be offered apart to the 
reader. 

The very deficient and limited extent of the ac- 
jconunodation attainable by the lower classes of the 
community in many of our churches, is to be as- 
pibed chiefly to two circumstances. 

The first circumstance is, the encrease of popula- 
^on. Our parochial* churches were erected when 
jthe number of inhabitants of England was small in 
.comparison with its present amount. And no ge- 
neral provision has been made from time to tim^ 
by the legislature to ensure, or effectually to pro- 
piote, the erectioij of additional churches and cha- 
pels as me state of papulation should be found pro- 
gressively to require. Hence, in most of our large 
fowns, and in mai>y districts of the country, where 
neither the introduction of manufactories, nor' the 
opening of mines^^ nor any other special cause, has 
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Accumulated inhabitants ; the churches are rendered 
by the ordinary progress of population incapable 
of receiving the proportion of worshippers, which 
on an average might reasonably be expected to at- 
tends And where a special cause has drawn together 
an influx of residents from a distance ; the evU is 
aggravated to a degree, which to persons, whose- 
consideration has not been attracted to the subject, 
would appear, in many cases, barely acediblew : 

The other circumstance is the distrttmtioii of 
churches into pews. This custom, of comparatively 
n\oderu prevalence, goes at once in its very nature, 
to the exclusion of the poor. A pew immediately 
becomes an object of property ; subject, it may be, 
to some restrictions as to disposal, but an appro- 
priated possession. Pews therefore gradually fell 
into the hands of persons raised, more or less, above 
the indigent. In towns, and in crowded parts o£. 
the countr)', they often are almost wholly occupied., 
by the higher and middle classes, and are sought, 
with eager competition. The poor man is shut out 
of the Church by his poverty. Yet perhaps in a . 
church thus circumstanced, while both opulent mm, 
and poor men are complaining that sittings are not 
tobe obtained, there is regularly seen, during the pub- 
lic service, much room unoccupied. In some pews, 
no me'inber of the family is present. In others, one 
individual, or a second, appears ; while thfirlfis space 
for boveral more. Why, it may be said, do not per^ 
hoiis unprovided with sittings attend, as in some of^e ' 
iluirchcs in London, for the purpose of being re* 
ccivcd at a later period of the service into the 
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vacant p^c'di? Because the nian of the irliUfile' diss is 
in doubt whether on that day he shall find a vacancy to 
which becin h^e access : tmd because the poor man 
is always certafit that he shall not. It is not to towns 
only ' that we' may look for examples of 'the effects 
produced by the system of pews. I could point 
out a village in my immediate neighbourhood, in 
tvhich the church, were it still in open seats, as it 
was wthin the memory of some of its ' pfesent in- 
habitants, would be amply sufficient for the accom- 
modation of the parish. But though the vacancies' 
m the pews are such, that^ were they filled, the 
number of persons present would comimonly be 
augmented, at least, one third ; • the complaints 
and the difficulties as to obtaining sittings are 
continual. Where then are the poor ih our 
large towns, where are the poor in the metropolis, 
to find room? 

Shall it be said, " There are often some re- 
mote seats left for the poor. At any rate, the 
aisles are open to them." Undoubtedly, we our- 
selves, like the objects of St. James's rebuke, may 
say to the poor man, " Stand thou there : or sit 
** iere under my footstool.*^ Some of the poor may 
occupy the obscure corners left open, if left open, 
for them. Some of them may stand in the aisles : 
or may possibly obtain there the, privilege of a, 
bench. But what are these petty helps ? We for- 
get that the poor form the bulk of our population, 
the mass of society. We forget that it is on this 
principle that our establishment, if it|(s effectually 

to preach the gospel to the poor, must ground 
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its calcoladoite and make arrangemdits in itt 
churches. 

One of the consequences obvioiisly resuldngf 
from the deficiency, wherever it subdsts^ of ac** 
commodation in a parochial church for the poor, 
is this : that they are reduced to the alternative of 
frequenting no place of worship, or of uniting them- 
selves with some body of Methodists or Dissenters^ 
Each branch of the alternative has been adopted 
within my own knowledge. That those who tanruA 
obtain admittance into our places of worship should 
frequent the religious assemblies of some of ouif 
brethren in Christ who differ from us, ought to 
be a subject of thankfulness to ourselves* But are 
we justified in driving them from truth which 
we regard as simple, and as taught under very 
favorable modes, to truth blended with error oi* 
presented under circumstances of disadvantage ? 

The evils which have been stated are beyond thcf 
reach of private remedy. New churches, it is true, 
are occasionally built. But, except under circum^ 
stances which can rarely occur, they are com^ 
monly built on speculation. The builder is to be 
repaid for the money expended by selling or letdng 
the seats. Provision is made for those who can pay 
for it : none for the Poor. I have been informed that 
the present Bishop of St. Asaph was accustomed, 
when he had the charge of the diocese, of Chester^ 
to refuse to consecrate a new chapel, unless a -^pac^ 
were left vacant and free for the lower class.- This 
conduct was highly laudable : aiid moi'e comld Jaot 
have been done« Yet but little can be considered as 
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g^ned. Small must be the space which a builder 
would consent or could afford to relinquish, in 
comparison with the proportion of poor among the 
new population. 

Nothhig can reach the root of the malady but 
public and legislative aid. If parliament shall think 
fit to promote the erection of needful churches and 
chapels by pecuniary assistance and any other fit en« 
couragements, under such provisions as in its 
wisdom it may require ; and under a general regu- 
lation that one half, or a larger proportion, of the 
Area^ ^nd also of the Galleries j shall for. ever re- 
ntain in free and open mttings ; very important be- 
nefits might be expected. If no remedy be applied, 
the evils must inevitably continue to- encrease. 
And it may reasonably be apprehended that in half 
a century, the principal part of the lower classes ixi 
the ^.p<^i4ous parts of the kingdom will have fepiu 
nited almost of necessity fi*om the national church. 
In proportion as m^n may dread religious or poli* 
tical results from such a chaqge ought to be their 
sblldtude to prevent it. 
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